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The Ghost of
Jack Kennedy

by Tom Wicker
Two years ago, November 22nd, the New Frontier ended

It is the time of the Great Society now,
and Lyndon Johnson wants you to love only ht’nvt"_
Should you?
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months - of the “Keunnedy years in W aahmgwn—tha }‘{&ember
of 196316 was good football weather most of the time, as I recall
it, and a lot of things happened that made good copy, but most of us
felt we were marking time. We were on the edye of an election year
and if there was anyone in town who believed President Kennedy
wauld be defeated, he was brooding in silence, not speaking out.
The real question, the deep thinkers said. was whether Kennedy
could win a big victory and turn it into the kind of accomplishment
he had promised in 1960 but hadn't been able to deliver.

People talked a great deal about Barry Goldwater, who obviously
was getting ready to run and who was beginning to be taken as a
serious candidate in a town accustomed to thinking of him us pretty
far out. Kennedy, however, was doing nothing to build ap Gold-
water and still was dealing with him lightly.

“Senator Goldwater,” he told the A F.L.-C.1.O, coavention in
New York, “asked for labor’s support before two thousand cheering
[inois businessmen.”™ And at a news conference, he sharpened the
needle. He would not eriticize the Senator just then, he said, he-
cause “he himself has had a busy week selling T.V.A. and . . . Sug-
gesting that military commanders overseas be permitted to use
nuclear weapons, attucking the President of Bolivia while he was
here in the United States, involving himself in the Greek elections.
So I thought it really would not be fair for me this week to reply
to him.”

The Diem government was overthrown in Saigon and both Niyo
Dinh Diem and Ngo Dinh Nhu were assassinated. Duong Van Minh,
a general known as Big Minh, took over the South Vietnamese gov-
ernment and both the State Department and the White House made
it plain that, while they regretted the deaths, they thought the new
regime would be better able to prosecute the guerrilla war.

Nevertheless, the downfall of the Diems seemed one more indi-
cation that the high hopes with which the Kennedy Administration
had got under way three years earlier were somewhat threadbare.
Kennedy had put his bets down on Diem, and the increased Ameri-
can commitment to the South Vietnamese government that he had
made in 1961 had been his first real show of musele in the Cold
War, Now, if there was a sense of starting over again in Vietnam.
the death of Diem still was a tacit admission that Kennedy either
had backed the wrong horse and staved with him too long, or else
had abandoened an ally under pressure. No one seriously doubted
that the coup had been aequiesced in and perhaps aided by the
United States. Such knowledge runs apainst the American sense
of righteousness.

That November, Kennedy had plenty of other troubles besides
the Goldwater boom and a batfling, faraway war that ne one liked.




= The Soviets had copped a Yale professor, Frede 3 r n,
in Moscow andjailed him for spying. Nikita Khrishchev said
convay ineidénts at Berlin had increased the threat of war. The
sale of American wheat to the Russians was blocked on the question
of whether it should be for cash or on the cuff.

The Administration put new restrictions on Red diplomats’ travel

here, probably in retaliation for Barghoorn's incarceration tthe

Soviets fv i e lute in the month still insisting he was a
spy). Kennedy was forced to admit he couldn't pull as many troops
out of Vietnam as he had promised earlier that he would, Treasury
experts met with representatives of nine nations to worry over
liquidity and the manetary system and announced the possibility of
a new unit of intérnational currency. And in case anyvone should
forget the Caribbean, a Cuban refugee entered the White Haouse
in the tourist line, picked up one of Mrs. Kennedy's Greek urns,
and threw it through one of her antique mirrors.

The balance-of-puyments deficit was down to a six-year low in
the third quarter, but there was no political mileage in that, Laber
announced a $730,000 kitty to register Democrats for an all-out
fight against what George Meany called Goldwater “reaction.” but
Labor is always with the Demoerats. Congress upped the Peace
Corps budget to $102,000,000 from 359,000,000, but there were few
other legislutive victories in sight.

Kennedy gave up publicly on getting his civil-rights and tax-cui
bills enacted in 1963, although he predicted an “eighteen-month
delivery™ for 1964, “Westward look, the land is bright,” he quipped
about this prospect. sounding as if he were trying to cheer himself
up. Foreign aid, he also conceded, was under the hardest attuck
since the Marshall Plan; he managed to salvage the program, but it
was badly cut and tied his hands in dealing with Eastern Europe.

Southern reporters wrote that K. L3 popularity was af a low

Lhbin Dikie due to his civil-rights program, Lrotner Lobhy = Jus-
tice Department agitators and Senator Guoldwater's availability,
The Fed raised the margin requirement for the first time in five
years, from fifty to seventy percent, und Wall Street grumbled.
John Keanedy went to Florida and denied he was soaking the rieh.
But after the steel crisis a year and s half earlier, the fat cats
seemed to have had enough of Joe Kennedy's son.

In Philadelphis, analysts were discovering the white backlash as
Mavor James H. J. Tate, an unimpressive party pol, squeaked back
into office in a municip:l election in which the [talian wards barely
gave him a majority. A backlash like that against the President,
the analysts said, could throw the 1964 election to Goldwater,

Congress was in a mess, [t was not just that the narrow Demo-
¢ratic majorities and the Administration’s political problems had
bogged down the Kennedy program. The ¢ Continued on page 1454







ST RS B3

whole inscitmiMs under

fire as zn ana nisn:. and
Senator Thomigs Dodd  of
Connecticuy rose:on, the
ate floor to” charge Majoricy
Leader Mike Mansfield with
adopting a “Wall Street at-
titude” and bankers’ hours.
The Republicans, he _ said,

" were doing nothing, not even

providing effective oppesition.
Everett Dirksen rumbled that. Dodd
was a victim of “cerebra) inesher-
ence.” To complete the picture of
lenderiess chaos, Senator Rickard
Russell, the South’s head couch in
Congress,” accused his  old ally.
Charles Halleck of Indiana. of beingy
“adorned in‘the leather shirt and tas.
seled moccasins” of the New Frontier
beeause:he was backing the civil-
rights bill.. ERRe

For the first time in the Kennedy
Administration, the smell of scandal

—a familiar udor in Washington—-
was in the air. Senator John McClel-
lan. the righteous Arkansan who had
helped Bob Kennedy pursue Jimmy
Hoa, ambasted Deputy Under Sec-
retary of Defense Roswell L. Gilpat-
ric for an allezed contlict of intevest
on the TFX. Billie Sol Estes. the
Texas free enterpriser, appeared he-
fore a Senate hearing and took the
Fifth. Secretary of the Navy Fred
Korth—another Texan—had re-
surmed and it soon was learned that

he had been using Navy stationery
fur indiscreet private business cor-
respondence.  The headwaiter of the
House of Representutives, one Ep.
nest Petinaud, was taken on a Con-
gressmen’s junket to Paris for no
apparent lepgislative purpose. Nune
of this'touched President Kennedy di-
rectly, but at a news conference he
was forced to defend. the meral cli-
mate of Washington in his time as be-
ing no worse than it wus anywhere
else,

The biggest seandal was rhe sud-
den emergence of . South Carolin.
inn named Robert (i Baker, wham
alnvst everyone in Washingron Knew,
43 something  more than a good
source: on Senate affairs and a pro-
tégé of Vice-President Lyndon B.
Johnson.- People who weren't talking
polities and Barry Goldwater were
either talking about Bobby Baker or
burning their files. Some did both.

Johnson had other troubles. The
reports from the South were that

the Vice-President, who had taken a
strong. stand behind the President’s
etvil-rights" bill, was i waorse shape
there than  Mr: Kennedy himself.
Johnson. spent part of ‘the month in
the RBenefux countries, making At
lantie Partnership speeches, but in
his home state of Texas, he needed
partnership more. - There, Gavernor
dohn Connally, another Johnson as-

sociate, and Senator Ralph Yarbor-
ough: an anti-Johnson Texas liberai,
were locked in the kind of ideotogical
feuding that makes Texas polities
unique. The split was 30 bitter that
it threatened te throw Texas' 25 elec-
toral votes to Goldwater—and John-
sen’s main claim on the Kennedy Ad-
ministration had béen. his ahility to
carry Texas and some of the South

for the Demoerats.

Robert Kennedy, moreover, had not
vanted Johnson on the ticket €ven in
1960, recalling with resentment the

exan’s  sharp campaign  remarks
abour John Kennedy and, worse, Jo.
seph P. Kennedy.. He had ignored the
Vice-President for three years, ag did
many other Adminisiration otficials,
Jobhnson, after all, was not in ihe

spirit of 1% sw Frontier: Wishing.
ton Inughed at the story thut he had
gone o the unveiling of the Mona
Lisa at the Nariona) Galiery in white
tie and tails when the erowd was in
slack tie, The camel driver and the
Texas Lellow in the Taj Mabal had
made Georgetiswn party-goers eringe
with embarras ment, and everybody
chicked in symparhy when Konrad
Adenaver was shipped off g
:nd a weekend at the LBJ
ranch, Where in God's nane
was that?

Jo there was talk, thut Ne.
vember, of “dumping” John.
Son in 1964, But one muan did
O ignore oy treat Lyndon
Johnson caolly. John Kennedy
had g quietly etFective pety-
tionship with hix prouwd and
ditheult Vice-President. It was
a direct relationship, strietly
hetween two men; the Ken-
nedy staff had o he CIretm.
vented since it tended o take
the “Bobhy line” on Johnson.
The  President listened  ta
Johnson's advice on politics,
theugh he did not alwiys take
it. He did not, tor instanee,
follow through on u Johnzon
Suggestion  of g Seuthern
speaking tour ts pave the way
for the 1964 civil-rights aet
Nor was Johnsan® advice
sften proffered unless sought
He would sit silently throagh
high-leve] meetings, rarely
injecting himself into them,
absarbing informartion,

Kennedy gave him usetni
assignments—ceivil righrs ani
(:;mm nal Haison at
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space, stadf, pernui . There
were frequent evidences of

Kennedy's personal s sirive
it to Jehnson's feelings,
When the White Heause Cop-
raspondents’ Aszoeistion, 4t
a6 annval banquet. gave the
President twao stiver carriave
amps, his respense. was nos
tablz for courtesy az well as
wit,

Lyndon Johnson and | S
he said, “wil] hang these in
the Whige House—nne for
Everett Dirksen and twa for
arley Halleek.”

Jahnson often Praised Ken-
nedy in privateand he never
tired of recalling the Pr
dent’s campaiegn defense of
hiz religion before the Great-
er Houston Ministerial Assae
ciation, Frequently. he adi-
ed: “l was never < praoud of
an American as I was of Jack
that night,”

aEpnedy s
AR
Al hud pur g o the Sew
dos Foarsion Peligione o,

w—id  hreakthrough 1o-
ward natiorial stature. . And
at the 19%6 Demoeratié Ng.
tional  Convention, - in _the
breakneck  Kennedy-Kefanv.
er fght for the
! nomination,
irman of his
had cast 8 i

i
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3 s for
the fivhting sailor whe wWears
the scars of battle, . .
Above al, Rennedy  had
kept Johnson informed. The
Vive-Pregident wa “in't in
that sense, if not s tajly. He
partcipated in moest of the
meetings on the Cuban missile
erists, for instance. NXoimujor

government operations were woing on™
anywhere that he did not. have: sem
knowledge ' of-—unlike Ha) ry: Frn-
man, who entered: the Whi’eﬁ%‘m
and only then learned that he had an !
atom bomb ready tg explode.

In return, Johnson appreciated the
President’s  deference to. him. He
never violated the unoffieial . eanon
that vice-presidents ought: Seen
and notheard; he never got
with 2 new: nference or an
guarded sta nt: I do not know of




tween throughout his V!L&p!?‘ldéncv-

Moreover, vice-presidénts—as
presidents have allowed them more
stature and responsibility —have
come more and more to be regarded
a3 important administration officials.
To cast Johmson aside for 1964 would
be politically embarrassing. Besides,
Kennedy had said in 1960, when the
two men were racing ea.:,h other for
the-Denioeratic. nomination s -

“If L didn’e want this job myself

1'q et behind yndon. He’s the-ablest

man I krow inAmerican politics
and he really cares about this eoun-
fry as I want a president to care.”

Kennedy's  entire  treatment of
Johnson suggests that he considered
the Texam as a man who could take
aver the presidency capably, if need
he. and there was nothing more im.
portant than that,

Qu he tried to scoteh the “dump™

: onference. John-
SON, Wonld bevouthe ticket again, he
aﬂld “of course he will, no question
he will.” But the capital was more
impressed by the White House wso-
cial office’s announcement that Jac-
queline Kennedy soon weuld accom-
pany her husband to Te

3 £
nedy, it was agreed A po
erful asset in Texas and if she cam-

¢ paigned for the ticker in 106 ¢,

! That month, there was of
eourse the usual flow aof Wash-
ington minutine. President
Kennedy interceded and saved
Mrs. Kennedy's childhood
home, Meérrywood Estate on
the Potomae, from being soli
by her family to a high-rise
apartment developer. He and
the First Lady meved into
their new 3100000 weekend
house on Rattlesnake Moun-
tain in Virginia: The Depare-
ment of Labor added the high
cost of dying to the price in-
dex. Norman Thomas turned
seventy-nine and said he did
nat ehosse to run again, Earl
Warren rejected a proposal
by Representative Robert
Ashmore of South Carclina
and Judge Howard Smith. of
Virginia - that “In God "We
Trust™ be carved in ‘stone
abuve the” Sapreme Court
bench.

Iine and upvned “the Tast lnk
of an interstate highway that
made it possible to drive from
Washington to - New York
without hitting a traffic Kght,
at a eost in rolls of $4.35.
Then he went on to New York
City and entered Manhattan
without a police escort, add-
ing eight minutes o the drive
from the airport to the Car-
ivie Hotel, and causing a po-
live official to remind him that
he had taken “‘the most unnec-
essary risks.” Earlier in the
month, Kennedy kad Iaid a
wreath on the Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier at the Ar-
lington National Cemetery.
But what [ recall mostly
was the sense of trouble in
the air—probably not irrep-
arable trouble, but sericus
enourh for worry. Goldwat-
er, the backlash, Vietnam, ha-
tred in the South-—these were
ominous  portents, and we
marked time until their mean-
ing could be read. Questions
at Kennedy news ¢onferences
frequently suggested that the
President was in trouble. How

¢ «did he feel about 187

That November, he told the
reporters he still lked being
President because “it's rve-
warding and I've given before
the definition of happiness of
the Greeks ., .. the full use of
your powers along lines of ex-
cellence. I find that, there-
fore, the presidency provides
some happiness.”

But James Reston of The
New York Times made a
swing arcund the country and
came bhack to write:

“There is a vague feeling
of doubit and disappeintment
in the country about Presi-
dent Kennedy's first term. . ..
One has the distinet impres-
sion that the American peu-

ple are going to reeclect him, proba-
Wy by & wide margin, but don’t quite
believe in him. . . . Accordingly, his
problem iz probably not how to get
elected but how to wovern. He is ad-
mired, but he has not made the people
feel as he feels, or lfted them beyvond
their private purposes to seée the
larger purposes he has in mind.

“He is simply better known than
anybody else, and this will probabdy
be enough to assure his reelection,
but this iz a far ery from the atmos-
phere he promised when he ran for
the presidency in 19607

Then John Fitzgerald Kennedy
went toi Dallas and was maordered.
The troubled and. involuted Texan,
Lyndon Johnson, became President
and many peopmvbeheve that at. that
moment—2:3¢ pmi, Navember 22,
196%—3 Gollen Age ended.




