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Jeer Sylvie,

_ Thie rest “edneadery I wes given s set of proofs of "Counterplot™,

I hadn't boucht the bSook “ecmuze I felt I couldn't sfford t¢ end + hed had

no revelstion of its contents from anyone. Yesterday evening, with e few

free moments, & begen to glence st it, I wes fascineted, so beicre retiring end
this sorning 1 s finished ‘snd amnotsted) it.

Lpstein ies e genuinely corrupt men. His dishonesiy is 8s sincere
8s only honesty c¢csun %@ in decent people. I sm setisfied that he intended %o
exploit you and your good name, thet his intention wse aentirely different
than yours in resding the book. He cemnot possibly have been concerned with
sccurscy, in drawing upon your sc-inclusive nowledge of the fact, His intent
wes mewely %o b sble to frede upon his neme, to make it weem ss2 though you
vouched for the accursey of what he wrote. This, obviously, you dii not and could
not do. Be is @ =2limy one.

Un fortunstely, you are the only one of Gerrison's originel critics
vhose motives sre beyond question, You will find, I s cortein, se 1 long ago 414,
that the others sll had specisl intereets or sngles snd were less then honest
or even correct (when there mnaed heve been no error).

dy purpose in writing is to assure you that ss 1t rel-tes to me 1 em
without bitterness for 1 do not =nd caunot believe you were or would be part
of sn intent to defame or libel me.

1 nove written Asron Asher end enclose & copy of thet letter.

1¢ others do not understend or believe,myou do know that those of
us who reslly seak the truth look st ell sides snd try to. The incldent of
tus Thgrnley plcturee 321 the Newcomb wemo Woe not ir any sense designed to
frema *hornley snd 1t certainly hed the opposite result. It wee sn effort
to learn vhether it wes poasible for Ihor&ley to have pugsed as Osweld. And
it was accompenied by &an effert to slert “hormnley %to the position he was in,
possibly incocently, end en uninhibited offer to help him.

f€ference to the ‘nornley-Lifton afftdavit may not be clear to you.
1 do not know ~het that sick msn Liftdn haes told you. But he got Thornley to
execute an sfridavit that amounts to the freming of Heindell thst he end
Epstein chorge Gerrizon with and Iw sent thet sffidavit to Gerrisen. If my
recollection is not flewed, he wrote the affidavit, If it ie no credit to
Garrison that he considered acting on this afTidevit (the argument cen te made,
but he didn't), it is less ocredit to Liftom for being part of this end cen
Epseein's handling of it be condemned enough?

Uniortunstely, you had little or moc W&y of knowing how nermeating
the liew Orlssns error is in "Counterplot”. In the finest end ususlly unnecessary
‘for his purpozes) detsil, Epatein prefers to te wrong on fact. it is 30
thorough, 1 cannot belisve i1t 1s accidentel. More, beceuse of the nsture of
mmoe of 1t and because of the numerous instences of what seem to be ceases of
bis teing cerefully fed, I think this book in itself reises questions atout who
he is, for whom or with whme help and in whose interest he speaks, A rether large
amount of thiz arror cennot crigipate with him. But he is so lszyl “e mistdreally
detest work. 5o much wes sc unnecessery} Make no misteke etout it, however, be
is sc without conscience that he is an unususlly competent propagendist. If, es
I suspect, he also finds it profitable, there is mo need to assume this is the

and of thst career. iurriedly,



