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By Alexander Cockbarn

.+ Changing Times

So we have a situation in which the two biggest stories of
the Carioer administration are the Frost interviews with
Nison and the Haldeman lmbroglio. There's nostalgia for
you. Haldeman falls from power as Nixon's consigliere
Afler trying to undermine the Constitution. Hainilton
Jordan, it seems, will have to quit town for spitting on a
woman, That's what happens when you try to dissolve the
imperial presidency: the Mann Act instead of Abuse of
Power? i
: Armpit’s Length

" Still, let us try to get things in perspective,

The New York Times. hot from denouncing check-book
journalism, spends vast sums — in the hope of making
much vaster sums — buying the reminiscences of a
convicted perjurer.

The head of the Times's publishing subsidiary says that
his company, Quadrangle Books, did not feel “under an
ohligation to check on the accuracy of every claim or
opinioy by an author.”

In a three-column headline on its front page, the Times
then banners the absurd theorics of the perjurer as
important news, next to a photograph of the jacket of the
unchiecked book published by its own subsidiary. '

Small wonder that Times exeentive Sydney Gruson, no
doubt suffused with the excitement of this seamless web of
corporate gelf-dealing, announced furiously that, *We're
disappointed that the Post decided to publish, since we had
an agreement in which confidentiality was involved with a
company affiliated with the Post. namely Newsweek.”

_ Can These Things Be?
. As for Newsweek, it is rushing out its excerpts from the
book of the convicted perjurer and anmouncing H. R.
Haldeman is *breaking his silence for the first thme."" Heve
we have a person who (a) testified before a Scenate
committee; (b) testified at his own trial; () gave an
interview to Mike Wallace — for which CBS paid — and
who is apparently only now, at long last, “breaking his
sllence for the first time."’

What hus been the end product of all these ridiculous
maneuvers? Enormous sums of money for the Times,
Haldeman, and his co-writer, Joe DiMona, and a
. prepusterons and self-serving book, almest entirely silent
on the role of Rebozo or of Abplanalp, speculative in its
transfer of pguilt 1o Nixon and Colson, and grotesque in its
essays inlo diplomatic history,

A Good Laugh

Al least The Washington Post slightly sabotaged the
whole complex money-githering venmre —_and. pave
everyone a guod laugh at the Times's expense. Not that the
Times may nol have been warned that premuture leaking
was possible, In Seranton, Pennsylvanin, where Halde-
man's boole was being bound, it wis the talk of the
newsraoms both of the Scranton Tribune and the Scranton
Tip- that prior to the enlerprising Naney Colling’s arrival
in o, ome Haldeman malerial was cirenlating,

1t secins that one of the reporters on the Tribune told the
cditors that she (or he) had the matcrial — presunibly
smiealed out of the bindery. The editors said they intended
1o lve nothing to do with the great scoop, that the T ibuwee
hisinaus thand
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Agents and Patients
Moemvchile, amild the embers of the Haldeninn episode,
W niust prepure for some cormmolion over Edward Jay
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Epstein's boal Legend: The Secket
puing through transmigeations, even while being readied
for sale to the public between hard cvers. First, two
weeks' worth of interviews with Epstein by Susana Dinean
in New Yorl magazine; then publication this week of the
first nstalnent of a version for The Reader's Digest:
finally, the book itself in a few weelkis.
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A major thesis of the book is that the KGI, anxtous to
concenl the fzet that Oswald had worled for it, dispatched
Yuri Nosenlo as a “defector” to the United States shortly
after the assassination with the elalin that the KGB had
had no dealings with Oswald. Epstein is clearly persuaded
by the view of the counter-intelligence section of the
ClA—formerly headed by Janics Angleton — that Nosenlo
was merely prm'icling disinformation; hence that J. Edgar
Hoover's prized Soviet agent, *“Fedora,” who confirmed
aspeets of Nosenko's story which later twrned oul to be
false, is a provocateur as well, ' Fedora'” still sits inthe UN
here in New York, presumably reading these discussions of
his loyalties with some interest. Nosenko, according lo|
Epstein, is now handling 120 cases for the CIA.

WEAD DITAING STOVES
Cuis lieating Bills 80%

) ‘Cull For Free Brochure
. Studio New York

The thesis, evidently in part a counter-attack by the
defeated forces of Angleton and associates on the Colby/
post-Colby CIA, is already causing much annoyance and
turmoil: not least in the Washington Reader's Digest
office, where resides John Barron. It was, after all, the
Digest which published Barron's KGB, which rehed
heavily on Nosenko, now accused by another Digest author
of being a Soviet agent peddling disinformation, And the
Washington office is also on extremely friendly relations
with the FBI, which now stands charged in Epstein's book
of having been the dupe of a Soviet spy for many years
and which is also portrayed as having behaved with
ludicrous incompetence in its handling of Oswald after his
return from the Soviet Union.

Also expressing annoyance will no doubt be Seymour
Hersh of The New York Times. In his book, Epstein says
somewhat baldly that Colby one day called Hersh into his
office and “divected Tlersh's attention to the CIA's pro-
gram of opening mail from the Soviet Union, which he
admitted was illegal and which had been supervised by
Angleton . . . After Hersh Jeft his office, Colby called in
Angleton and his chief assistants . . . and told them that
the Times would be exposing their mail-opening program.
He asked for Angleton's resipnation and made it clear 10
e assistants that they would not be promoted within the
CIA. Al accommodatéd him by resigning.” Thus does the
book recruit Hersh into Colby’s maneuvers against Ang-
leten and his counter-intelligence apparatus.

No doubt the response will be that tie book is a product of
the bareque and vindictive imagination af Angleton.
brooding in retirermnent amid his orchids. (Though I gather
that even hie scorns an alleged theory of Norman *The
Frother' Parhoretz that Sadat’s peace trip to Jerusalem is
part of seie particularly diaholical Sovict ploy.) Still, it all
makes for an enjovable spectacle — pacticutacly 1f
hearinps transpive on the Hilkin which vetived members of
e CIA start proposing that o Soviet agent still vesides in
the upper cehielons of the aency todhrv—ei notion strongly
supgester in Epstein's houk, What exone siion the Beteam
forces woull love thon! Epstein’s (vicnd, Seaator Daniel
atrick Moy nihan, conld make the case a major issue in
his fortbeoming race for the presideney.

Footuote: for the recond, Epstein does not suggest that
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the KGI prompted Oswald 1o assassinate Kennedy. He
helieves U=witld was Hie lons killer, and specutates only by .
vitpe iplication about possihle spoteos The true theme
af his Fooli is how the FDI and the #GE found comnun
v ound in organising a cover-up after November 22, 1963.
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