‘Recluse won’t tell

what he knows of
’63 assassination

By RAY LA FONTAINE
AND MARY LA FONTAINE
SPECIAL TO THE HOUSTON POST

MEMPHIS, Tenn. — Living today as
a virtual recluse on an jsland in the
Mississippi River is a man who could
answer a lot of questions about one of
the darkest days in American history.

If he would.

What John Franklin Elrod has kept
bottled up inside for nearly three dec-
ades concerns the Nov. 22, 1963, death
of President John F. Kennedy and the
possible relationship between the man
accused of killing him, Lee Harvey Os-
wald, and the televised fatal shooting
two days later of Oswald by Jack Ruby
in the garage of the Dallas Police De-
partment.

The little that Elrod, now 60, will say
hints that:

W Oswald and Ruby did know each
other before the shootings.

W Elrod shared a jail cell with Os-
wald and another man after Kennedy’s
assassination, and the wounding of
Texas Gov. John Connally.

M Oswald told Elrod of a meeting
between Ruby and four other men only
a few days before Kennedy’s death.

B Dallas police lied to the Warren
Commission investigating Kennedy’s

SRR

as had difficulty

remembering due to his extreme use of alcohol. He knew nothing
concerning the assassination of the President, the involvement of
JACK RUBY in the killing of HARVEY LEE OSWALD, or of

any information concerning the

possibility of the receipt of money

by JACK RUBY, except the hearsay information he had received

from his unknown cellmate.
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This subject walked into our office at approximately 12:30 A.M.,
this date, and stated he had information concerning the murder of
Lee Oswalt. He had with him a travel bag which contained a
sawed-off shotgun.

death, saying Oswald had been kept in ~

isolation and never talked to anyone
except law enforcement investigators,
M The FBI in both Dallas and Mem-

phis either purposely hid the Oswald-."

Elrod link, or chose to ignore it.

The Houston Post

B Elrod then, and now almost 30
.years later, fears greatly for his life,

What Elrod does say — that he
knew, albeit briefly, Oswald and that

Please see OSWALD, A-31

A Past 14

TheHoustonPost |

* SUNDAY, November 14, 1993

R

Y, ! W




HovsTON POS T

M wvov Q23

OSWALD: Ce]lmaté won’t tell what he knows of assassination

From A-29

0Oswald told him of knowing
Roby, the small-time mobster
and strip club owner, is enough to
seénd assassination conspiracy
theerists into high gear — partic-
l3fly with the 30th anniversary
dfThe president’s death coming
thig month.

Ruby’s shooting of accused
presidential assassin Oswald be-
fore the eyes of millions of peo-
plé watching on television and
those in the packed basement ga-
rage of the Dallas police station
set off an immediate rash of
speculation.

Ruby silenced Oswald to keep
him from talking, was the cen-
tral conspiracy theme. That was
fueled by rumors of pre-assassi-
natfon sightings of Oswald and
Rgby huddled in conversation
somewhere, often at a table in
Ruby's own downtown Carousel
Club.

If true, that would contradict
the Warren Commission’s conclu-
sion that Oswald and Ruby acted
as-two “lone nut” assassins, each
in-a separate world of derange-
mieat.

TEilrod's contention today is di-

| revtly opposite the commission’s

finding. It is backed by a law
enforcement paper trail dating
back to his time in jail in Dallas
with Oswald and to Aug. 11, 1964,
when he walked into the Shelby

County (Tenn.) Sheriff's Office to -

turn in a sawed-off, double-bar-
reled 12-gauge shotgun.

Elrod's story began to surface
in February 1992 with the discov-
ery of five Nov. 22, 1963, arrest
recbrds in the Dallas police files.

““Three arrest records revealed
for-the first time the identities of
the enigmatic “three tramps,”
whom many conspiracy theorists
suspected of being disguised as-
sassins. They had been known
only from media photos taken
moments after the assassination
ag 'the suspects were marched
from railroad yards behind Dea-
ley- Plaza to the Dallas County
Sheriff's Office.

Assassination sleuths saw in
the pictures future Watergate
burglars E. Howard Hunt and
Frank Sturgis and future judicial
hitman Charles Harrelson. In re-
ality and reported first in The
Houston Post last year, the men
were Harold Doyle, Gus Abrams
and John Forrester Gedney, all
actual rail-riders, circa 1963.

The two other records were for
Elrod and Donald Wayne Doug-
las, a man who had the bad tim-
ing to go to police to confess to a
Tennessee car theft but who end-
ed up charged with suspicion of
murder.

Elrod’s record shows he was
apprehended at about 2:45 p.m.
as he walked along railroad
tracks near Harry Hines Boule-
vard, some 2% miles north of
downtown Dallas and the Dealy
Plaza presidential shooting site.
A few minutes before his arrest,
police had been alerted that a
man “carrying a rifle”’ was seen
in the vicinity. Elrod was not
armed but was the only person in
sight.

He was placed in a fifth-floor
jail cell for investigation of con-
spiracy to murder the president.
He was described as ‘‘unem-
ployed.” However, although he
had a history of an alcohol prob-
lem, Elrod was at the time work-
ing as a restaurant cook and had
a satisfactory employment re-
cord.

“John told me he was in the
same cell with Lee Harvey Os-
wald, and that he knew Oswald
didn't kill Kennedy,” says Lindy
Elrod, who managed the Oak
Lawn restaurant where his
younger brother worked and who
was called to pick him up from
the downtown jail on Nov. 24,
1963. “He was very scared about
something that happened.”

“He made a 180-degree turn-
around and left me in the lurch
— never came back to his job,”
Lindy Elrod says.

A few days after his release
John Elrod fled Dallas to the
Memphis area. He has not set
foot back in Texas.

Nine months later, on Aug. 11,
1964 — a Tuesday — Elrod
showed up at the Shelby County
Sheriff's Office in Memphis
shortly after midnight carrying
the sawed-off 12-gauge in a trav-
el bag. When the deputies heard
what he had to say, they called
the FBI.

Memphis Bureau agents Nor-
man L. Casey and Francis B.
Cole closeted themselves with
Elrod in the sheriff’s office that
morning. Their two-page report
of the interrogation went unno-

ticed for 28 years, until released €~0R6/NA LY

in October 1992 through a Free-
dom of Information request by a
Silicon Valley computer pro-
grammer and part-time Kennedy

assassination researcher, Bill
Adams.

Agents Casey and Cole report-
ed Elrod was troubled by the
events surrounding Kennedy'’s as-
sassination, but that he knew
nothing about it. They referred to
his celimate as “unknown.” They
also noted he had a drinking
problem.

That same day, Shelby County
Sheriff’s Sgt. Alton C. Gilless Jr.
prepared a report of his own. In
the report to FBI Director J. Ed-
gar Hoover, Gilless, today the
sheriff, wrote of Elrod: “The sub-
ject walked into our office at ap-
proximately 12:30 a.m., this date
and stated he had information
concerning the murder of Lee
Oswalt (Oswald).”

Gilless’ report to Hoover was
not made available to the War-
fen Commission.

“The FBI today declines to
comment on the contradiction.
Its Washington headquarters de-
clines to discuss any aspect of the
Kennedy assassination, referring
questions instead to Oliver Re-
vell, Special Agent in Charge of
the Dallas FBI field office. A
spokeswoman for Revell said
Friday that the bureau there
does not want to comment either.

While Casey and Cole general-
ly discounted Elrod's informa-
tion there was something in their
report of his interview that —
coupled with Gilless’ to Hoover
— should have sent the red flags
flying. It was: :

“The cellmate stated that five
men had met at a motel, and
they had been advanced some
money under some type contract.
... that this cellmate at some
time had told him that one of the

‘RepscoveRED’

men who had been at the motel
referred to had been Jack Ruby.”

The report also noted Oswald
had identified to Elrod another
man who had been at the motel
meeting after he and Elrod had
seen the man being led by law
officers through the Dallas jail
hallway.

That would be Lawrence Regi-
nald Miller, then 33, who had
been arrested Nov. 18, 1963, af-
ter a high-speed chase through
downtown Dallas. Arrested with
him was the driver of the car,
Donnell Darius Whitter, then 43.
Both were suspects in the theft of
military weapons from a Nation-
al Guard Armory near Terrell.

Miller received four years in
the federal penitentiary in Tex-
arkana. He died of acute alcohol
intoxication at age 43 and was
found in an apartment owned at
the time of Kennedy’s assassina-
tion by Bertha Cheek, a Ruby as-
sociate and the sister of Oswald’s
last landlady, Earlene Roberts.

Whitter
Ruby as a car mechanic. Evi-
dence compiled by Dallas-based
journalist Seth Kantor, Warren
attorneys Burt W. Griffin and
Leon D. Hubert Jr. and other in-
vestigators has long linked Ruby
with gun-running activities in-
tended to furnish arms for anti-
Castro Cuban groups.

Whitter received a four-year
term and was sent to the federal
prison hospital in Springfield,
Mo. He died in 1991 in Temple.

Despite Whitter’s death and
the recent release of mearly 1
million pages of assassination-re-
lated materials, he remains a re-
stricted subject. The FBI has not
granted the National Archives
permission to make public a 14-
page document on Whitter.
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JOHN FRANKLIN ELROD, an snmate of the Shelby County,

. pennessee, Jail, as of August 11, 1964, furnished the following

information:

ELROD currently lives atb Mewpais, Tennessee, and has
been staying at the Harbor House, Mewphis, prior to the time of
nis arrest for which he was placed in Jail on August 11, 1664,
The Harbor Hause, 1369 Court Avenue, Memphis, is a home for
alcoholics, and EIROD stated that he, himself, 1s an alcoholic.

ELROD had come to the Shelby County Sheriff's Office
during the early worning hours of August 11, 1964, after having
consumed some beer and vodka, He was at that time in possession
of a sawed-off 12 gauge shotgun which had a pistol grip. He stated
that he had begun to think of the possibilities of killing his
wife from whom he 18 now separsted, Inasmuch as he had the
sawed-off shotgun and the desire to kill her was lmown to him, he
decided he should come to the Sheriff's Office and talk, which he

dido :

He further advised thet Le head been somewhat troubled by :
events which occurred smmediateiv following the assassination of
i;ggident JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY 8t Dalias, Texas, O November 11,
Shortly after the asssssination of the president, ELROD,
wao had been about two and one ralf miles from the scene c¢f the .
assassination at Lemon and Oakiawn Streets in Dallas, wes arrested
by the Dallas Police Department &nd placed in the City Jail., KEis
arrest had nothing to do with the assassination of the Presideny,
and he knew nothing concerning <r.e agsassination of the President,

At the City Jail in Dallas, he was placed in Cell 10 on the fifth
floor, and at that time his cellmate was & man whose identity he
could not recall., An i1ndividual, whose face was smashed up, wes
brought into the hallway of the jail where ELROD and his cellmate
could observe him. At that time the unknown cellmate made some
mention that he had known this men with the injured face as &
result of meeting him at a motel. The cellmate stated that five

gen had met at a wotel, and they had been advanced some money
urder some type contract. One of these men was reported to have

~116 - FBI /L/Z’?/
. DL 44-1639 :
8/11/64 ., _ Memphis, Tennessee ‘File § _NE 44-1165

SA FRANCIS B, COLE and '
SA NORMAN L. CASEY/1h Date dictoted 8(11/6“
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received $5,000, Tne man with the injured face had received

some money,

bird automob
ELROD advised he was confined in
of 72 hours, and he was confused
events which occurred.

RUBY's name had been mentioned

LEE HARVEY OSWALD,

and he was reported to have been driving a Thunder-
ile with a large quzntity of guns contained therein,
the Dallas City Jail for a periocd

at this time concerning the

He stated he could not recall whether JACK
prior to the time of the killing of
but that this cellmate at some time had told

him that™6ne of the men who “24 been ai the motel peferred to
above, name and location unknowrn, had been JACK RUBY. This was
all the information which ELROD could recall,

He stated that on several occasi

remembering due to his extreme use of alcohol,

concerning the assassination of the President, the involvement of
JACK RUBY in the killing of HARVEY LEE OSWAID, or of any information
concerning the possibility of the receipt of money by JACK RUBY,

He knew nothing

except the hearsay information he had received from his unlknown

‘ cellna;e.

ELROD is described as follows:

Race

Sex

Date of birth
Place of birth
Height

Welght
Complexion
Occupation
Wife

Father
Scars and warks

=8

Pty

[SP |

+J

white
male

November 12, 1932
Basgett, Arkansas

5|11£_"
160 1bs,
medium
codk

JACKIE PA™ ELROD nee Richards,

281€ Morris, Dallas, Texas

HOBSON ELROD, Bassett, Arkansas
ore and one-half inch cut scar

on forehead; little finger,

left hand, off at first Joint;

left arm 1s undersized,

’,

ons he has had difficulty
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The identification record of JOHN FRANKLIN ELROD,
FBI number 91 666 E, dated August 12, 1964, which follows,
does not reflect incarceration of ELROD in the Dallas City

Jail as claimed :

CONTRIBUTOR OF RAME & NO, ARRESTED OR CHARGE DISPOSITIOR
FINGERPRINTS RECEIVED .
PD Dallas John Franklin 8/23/61 DVI & Inv
Texas ~=g rod (vio Btate
#E-17848 _ Barb law)
SO Dallas John Franklin 2/14/62 DWI #15345-C 3 das Jail
- Elrod &P &CPd
_ #116211 | in JOL
S0 Dallas James ¥. O, 11/15/63 T/over #9921  no billed
Texas Elrod GJ
- #116211
SO Quitman John Elrod 3/19/63 Bimple aslt
Texas #1057 ' : .
50 Memphis John Frapklin  8/11/64 inv Eom Div  bold for Fed
Tenn Elrod #29001 Auth
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CITY OF DALLAS =~
TEXAS :
POUCE DEPARTMENT

April i?. i96u |

The Honbrable Waggoner CArr )

-Attorney General

!State of Texas
.j;;,Austin, Texas

Subject.' Check of Garages and Service

"fﬁﬁ - ' . : Stations Patronized by Jack Ruby
Dear Sir. : o "AV ‘

L Several days ago I was contacted by Mr. Vince Drain,-
;ggqof the Federal Bureau of Investigation, regarding a
. check of garages and service stations patronized by
+ dack Ruby. :

. On April 5, Lieutenant E., L, Cunningham contacted four
; “such places which, from.papers found in Ruby's car,
'*ndicated he might have patronized. A copy of.

;. Lieutenant Cunningham's report is enclosed.

V ‘Donnell D. Whittier, named in the enclosed report,
formerly worked at the Texaco Service Station, Clarendon.
- -and Ewlng, serviced Ruhy s .car when he came to the station.
" tAs you will recall, Whittier was arrested by officers .
T :of thls department on November 18, 1963, at which time
cee- .. two machlne guns and two Browning automatic rifles were
s , ‘recovered which had been taken in a burglary of the
- National Guard Headquarters at Terrell, Texas. According

to our records he was convicted in Federal Court and. L :.:

1s now serving time for thils offense.
' " Very truly yours,

| S . B : Yy /04 :
s SRR .4474F%%é%§%ﬁﬁ%%rvt
C S . ...-o... Deputy Chief Commanding
, e o S Criminal Investigation Division
-Enc. )
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{Pollu property room clerk B. J.
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By JOHN RUTLEDG

of two ex-

Igad T Jioten when the{ bl 1982 'E%"’ car
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. machily in & swank 3
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as Reule 4, Canton, snd:au

ered by officers J. B. Allen, center,
end 7. R. Sales Monday, night.

1Jq\fecszéb 92 Ex-Convicts
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ad of Stolen Guns

3"‘9 foser who fisied his addressifrom the Wednesday burglary_of

A $o-mileanhour polics chm'u I S kdgetield. )
l ler Tece'ved deep face cuts

ended in (he capture

Jo_Texar Natoral Gilard ar-
morer's shop at Terrell.
The chase strted, patrolmen

in the car police found two air-

when they saw the northhound

led .M0-cali achire guons,
e W-caliber machine ¢ ‘car yun & red light on Hell at’

s 4%caliber “grease gun” sub
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13, whe pave police hsimlchine gun and two Browning

tomatic rifies. The weapons " ¢
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Whnitter

r

'Allen. When they tried to stcp,
\he ear, it roared north ot speeds’

vlocks away at Hall and Junius,
the contraband-taden. convertible
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There the outlaws' car crashed
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by glass. when hi
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A W)



