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Unit Plotted Murd
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By Bernard Kaplan
Special fo The Washington Post
PARIS, Dct. 22—During the
1960s the French' government
operated a'  high-level
“assassination”

entmies of the regime for
relimination, ae _to a
néwly published book by a
former senior French secret
agent. 5

In his book “The Com-
mittee,” ex-agent Philippe
Thiraud- De Vosjoli - also
claims that the De Gaulle
government  systematically
opened foreign = embassies’
diplomatic mail, including
that of the United States. On
‘one occasion during an in-
ternational conference in
" Cannes in 1961, according to
De Vosjoli, a French agent
entered the hotel room of U.S.
Under Secretary of State
George Ball in the middle of
the night and rifled it for
secret documents, A

Although De Vesjoli's book
contains = many alleged
revelations about the inner
workings of France’s in-
tellj%ience; Umde{ & 3:‘ is
principally a defense “of a
former . colleague, Marcel
Leroy-Finville, ‘who was
cashiered and imprisaned for
his ;ugnud‘inwlvement in
the ki

ap-slaying here of a

leftist Moroccan politician,

Mehdi Ben Barka, in'1965, The

Ben Barka affair
a major
Gaulle regime
diplomatic - crisis ' between
Franceand Morocco, * = .
De Vosjoli insists that
Leroy-Finville, considered
one of the top agents of the
French intelligence: agency’
was actually framed by his

‘ 2d into
scandal of, the De

own government, The real .

reason for his ' official

disgrace, he says, was his
refusal  to ‘obey. ' or-
d from ' the

ers—emanating
“Committee’’ —to kill a
number of French Algerian

committee
whose task was to pinpoint -

and led to a -

dissidents’ living 'in - exile ‘in

Portugal and just after
Purtugal and Spin st ater

« Leroy-Finville, now in
retirement in _southern
France, backed up De
Vosjoli's allegations in a
telephone conversation.
“Ni has escaped e
Leroy-Finville sald. *'He
followed my personal tragedy

According to the book, the -
committee consisted of senior
intelligence officials and civil

servants and was sometimes
presided over by the. then-

prime minister, . G‘earﬂ:s :

Pompidou. . De” Vosjoli

Jpresident of k
Leroy-Finville case, cla

plicates Pompidou, = later . P
‘France, in the

that ‘the orders to kill the

French ‘Algerian exiles came

from a senior official in the

primemlnintm’s_ofﬂce. P
The Committee kept no
notes ar h::gorda, De Vosj:li
5 a “permanent”
w of - assassination *‘ob-
jectives,”” among them
Presidents Sekou Toure of
‘Guinea and Habib Bourguiba
- antagonists’ “of
Charles DeGaulle. ' '

. If De Vosjoli is to be
believed, - one successful '

_of Tunisia, both at the time

involveme
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American,
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~'De Vosjoli as pictured in Life magazine in 1963,

Vosjoli; Leroy"-FimriJ]e set up
an organization in Morocco to
?:1 US, dipliomatic mail
t i

e, 2
/The burglarizing of Ball’s

 hotel room was ordered after
‘a’bugging device failed to pick

up enough information, ac-

cording to De|Vosjoli. That -
‘operation was also condieted

under " Leroy-Finyille. He
stood poised-as at the hotel’s

"fuse box, ready to plunge it

into darkness in case the agent
was discovered. He was not,

De Vosjoli says, but was able
to photograph the contents of
Ball's briefcase and replace
them while the . under

secretary slept.



