To Virginia Durr , lopefully via Doh Graets, from Larold Weisberg 5/25/94
Der Virginia, :

Your "Outside th: Hngic Llfl\cle" is a delight as well as an important account of
what wes at once a terrible and reverding era in our history. It has come between me
aad the work that meons nueh to me because with my heslth fragile and my #ork unique
thers in mnch of what I rogord as an iMportant event in our history that will be lost if
I do not rocord it.

The ecologiot in me heg me using clear--side paper, of which I have much in the
discorded pages of a neu boolk. Perhaps the other sides will give you an md:.catcg"%f what
it seys end in fact proves with, among other things, about a third of a million pages
of once secrot pages I got through more than a dozen FOIA lawsuits. All will be a free
public archlive at loecel Hood College, an excellent small one with a fine faculty. It
was once a wouan's collere and is stili largely that.

Darly in your boolt I lmew I'd have to write you so that can tell people & your
records also will where they can get access to some of uhat you refer to, like the Senate
Uivil Liberties Con ittee's hearings. I have them, Joe Gelders did testify, displaying
his st:.ll vibi=m: visible wounds from the broadi gtudded leather belt with which he was
flogred. In addition to the Bloody ﬂa.rla.n hearings I was borrowed by the DI to help it
with dts 1968 prosecutions. I've made notes from recollection on that.

What impels me to start this now, my memory not béing as pood as it once was, is
to $ell you, after getting to the end of your second part, that while you are absolutely
correct in saying that Armold, Fortas c: Porter demanded that their loyalty (ugh) clients
assura thew that thay were ncEr Comnunists and in telling them that they'd drop them as
cliento if they lied, they did malte an exception and I was part of it.

When State fired 10 of us in 1948 under the licCarran Rider, which did not require
heorings or charges and I got neither, I got them to represent us. It wss a pogrom. We
were 10 libural Jeus, one g cuse of mivtaken identity. One had been and said he had been
a Communist. They did not do him and they actually won for us. We got a public apology
and we vere rchired and then qu:.'[;#. afhﬁ““"a‘d M 1 %M-ﬁ'

I'd kmoun Arnold when he w4s head of anti-tfust and'!.n.;_charge of all Naam:L cartel
worlce In my writing I became a shbecialist in that area. Actually, hefore Pearl g’ar‘qérr I
was aloo an unrvegiotered Diitish agent in that field. I'd lknown Podter after he left the
TCC, when hifad law Tirm was in the Barle Building, I did not lmow Fortas. The lact time
I saw him was at tho memorial for CIiff in DC, (e f—,ﬂ

W
Hi1z5 you and Cliff, L4l and I were never Communists. We were, a phy_ase you have notl

yet used, "premature anti-fgscists." Imagine such a cor‘}
_LV'
I had another I think unprefedented victory Mstm fascists vhen the Dies

gang came after me when I was writing a Dbook on them)the reason I did not gaccept your
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offer 4o becoue part 0 the anti-poll tex commitiee you vere then forming in Lee Ueyer's
office. In the end I n*ot the Dies agent couvicted of two felonics and the grand jury they
convolled to "pet " Pat acl;son and me gefuued to indict us. {;:Ll was a real ﬁ{atl %r:. and
what she lesrned told 1:19 what I hfd %o lmou to beat the bastards. It wgs then ghat I got to
Imow Vito Marcantord.o. lle became my bLest friend of that era. g lived with me in a small-
tuo roon apariment I had in the black 4+to at 313 I, I also provided him with trans-—
portation, ineluding %o the Unhite House. I heve a clear recollection of his excitement
i:hein he euersed w:[ﬂxwé confersnee with FDR in which FDR made him a propositien he accepted.
“hal was the yeor Hare had succeed.ed in getting his annual FEPC bill marked as "HR1." FDR
snid that he would establish #h=t &:i-employtrmﬂ. practises administratively if ttarc
uould withdraw his bill that ¥DR belicved weuld cause dissention he wanted to avoid during
the war atmospherce.

liarc was, as you say, & honest a person as anyone could bes

If when you and C1iff visited him and Firiam he did not tale you to Chiramello's
cixfee shop on the corner you misged a rosl treat. The best espresso and marvelous
pastries and candies. Chiramello's brother was a Hpssolini bodyguard. And one year when
those who leve! him in his district fesved sorething would happen to him at swearig-in
tim=, one of 1Eanmd ;‘not {1 spven-passengerﬁuick and escorted him, they thought toﬂ
protﬂc,t him,~ el &, along with a pickpocted, Dzinnd the Dip, the distriect's CP head,
gs_lb 'rto Concepcion de tlnuc_a, whgp had been counoel tq the Albiszu Eempos"m- group, and
I do not re all the others. lare, who appreciated their concern and lmew it was baseless,
aslzed me to lofe then for him until it was all over.

Later il went %o work in Hewe's ofiice, with Edith Johnson.

We wers in Ilew Yorlt when there was a desparaté search for Mare, His constituents
Ilmew that tho cops wers quite capabile of beating jhem updn arrest, One man lknew he
was wanted, vanted to % h/imself in, but i'ca?r being beaten up unless Hare turned him
in and ooy the condition in shich he was turned in and constituted an unspoken threat %o the
polico if they tbuched him. I speant nuch of ‘chatja‘burday night and early Sunday morning
#riviu;; Willie Bianchi around to all the places jlare could be until we did find him,

Vhen I was in the army, at rmnp Shanlts Iuarc askod me to visit his brother at
Roclland General lospital, and I-did when I coultl.I pull d puard duty in a part of that
hospital the army had taken over oo I hnd no trouble getting t0¥ him and spend some time
with hin and roport baclk to Aﬁrc on how he was and whethe- he needed or wanted anythinge

oy I wish !}ou and Cliff could have lmown cls mothﬁrb.-Shs lived in a fiféh storey
talllipe $ne attended each of his street-corner speeches, of which there were many, and
she always carried a nevspaper-with a lead pipe in it! 1“:11:0# bothet liwed it and was
embarrassed by it! '

Iopocially when he had an apuointment uith FDR, and there were quite a few, I always
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vorried about getting hdim up on time, He rcﬁf{"%l :fgu.ﬂt'lc ed. Hfgrx‘v%d in pur?icular
Sandburg on Lincoln and much on Elisha Lovejoy.

fnd was he ever gregarious. Uever abed run'l:il the vee hours!

The night that the grond jury refulgérl to indict me and did indict the Dies fink
Hare, fnml: })(.Sol: and Joe ue.se:,f, aiong Uonm*essmet} and a fpw others threw me a wonderful
colo“ﬁ*;éﬁn W at the i,{adlillon. I'd written o specch L 3id not want him to give for

V' E dige

7

Iools ~Indikon, half-Finn Crom lichiganfs uppeppeninsula and a real Hew Healer. That

)

nizht he song o songs to me, "The Dies of Texas Are Upon You" and, referrinf to Dies!
B

vice-chariium, Joe, Ypm"'Staries Fell on Ala.‘oum.a.ﬁ " mHe restuerant let us keep going for

hourn aftor 2 aeie closinge /ﬂu, "mgﬁlll(a&i) T""ﬂ!

Hare was not anti-Catholic. fl‘(e was, in fact, part of ths hmovement to pet Jother
Cabrini canporized. Spollnan hated him. Jre had refused to kiss the ring, And, of

courne, there vere thosc many policy differcnces. WJ
Y0 mdE e passing roference to Viet lam. Jwas on one of the es iest (By writers

o editors, and I do not roeall any vefernce to that in the file drawers of FBI records
on me that FBI had. The 'cia mkcw nomes on the More than 100, T;i;esides me I remember
Doctor Specls,

I was froo-lancing then and my hours were lavgely uy oun so Ldrove “arc to the
plane the two days he returned to be yﬂailable to his congtituents and met the planes on
‘hieh he returned.

o used to r@fer to me as "Philes," pronounced ]_'Lke. "files," f‘E was not because of
the Tiles I then hed but a joking reference to "The Thin Man" movie starring, was it 8} //
Pouell? lJ'v:x’cl asleed me to do such jobs for him and I did. Tp our great enjoyment over some.
Lilse sy discovering that Sol Bloom's da.u{'_:hte( got and kept a decoration from lHussolini.
linve got all the time he wented for that debate! (and from the other side, he got all the
extra timo he wante. from Ham Fish,)

Tt vl s surprising, given %:c:yétraighfomard statements of his beliefsand positiong,
that he wad held in so much réspect by so many of his colleagues iked by so rmany.

I wos with e when GOP leader Hoe llartin leaked to him what the GOP feared using, on

sfforts to met us in the war before Pearl Uorbor. I was wa:.‘"é('f‘;r him in the cloakroom

during thae lend-lcase dfsbf.%e‘? ﬁ:hen I thinic it was the expé'r’dt on parliamentary practise,
WJbelr Joe" Shannon of Boer; Told tho father of @l Gore and another Hember that if they
asle: xgnrc to yield he invariably would and then where would 1:1195 b;? Shannon, or was
it Cannen, alugys consulter YHame when he wrote abdut the Rules. :

0k the stories I could tell of what I recall! ge was sui generis! Principled and like
Tou and Cliff, $i1 onad be, qddicted to basic Americanism so Much a.husg/ﬁy those who P rateit!

liare had d.‘J:.abt!tBB- Qe eowh hinself shots and he had to have Orange juice if not sonething

¢ witlin an hour, I then aluays had a job getting him to the House reuta.%‘ent so he could

have broaldfiast while fthe others lunched., I got to meet many of the 1‘*anfnex?‘chen, when they
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Preface

whatever the purpqseelof the assassination, major policf
changes were inevitable and they ensued. |

so it is to makelas comprehensible as possible’ as full an
account as is possiblelin this book that I draw upon what can make
for understanding of how- the government conspiracy not to solve
the crime could and did ;Fheive success. It was not possible to

\ .- .
use all such records or to include all the people indolved. I
hope I have made the most, informative use of the rééords I could.

This was an unprecedented event in our hi toryu—at least in
our more recent history \

But never before in our pistory e; there a, law that says the
people have the rlght to know\what Hgir government -does. No
other country of which I knowllﬂe’this right established in law
for its people. . =

Although bureaucrats/and those who control government do not

: 4 .
thipnk this way, it is ariaw that \can make for better, more honest
Ayvie fuifﬁuvww&— : J
@nd more responsible government t makes possible the
rectification of error not perceive‘ by those in authority. who
err.\[ V7 ‘ \\\

It is my experience with and undef\tne lew that just abeut
all bureaucrats detest it and that all White Houses abominate it
and inhibit and nullify it with policigs‘inimical to it and
executive orders proscribing and_limiting it. !

But to a degree that in retrospect I regard as both -
inadeqnate and satisfactory it did work, I did obtain these
records and with good fortune have been able to draft this book

that I hope enables us to learn and perhaps in the future may be

page 19
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%o tlhe memorinl for him. Iuke Wilcon died at close to the same time. France Wheeler
uaé ¥ JAIETE D
~ems Uhon veprdrin IV setd hen one of I'ra.n.cos{g Lrothers updaty his set, Allen dadssied
that we have it. Uo had not wanbed a TV set when ve Tewmed Tarmed. He installed it, too.
When ¥ranced @3 was in toeminal illness at the NIH an4 Alan's mother came down to care
for <he ldds, the yeungest nte its first s0lid food that L:Ll ‘J.ed 1'I:fb, part of ono of the
chiichens ve roif bd. Pronces was a wonderful per on. She volunteered on the comrnittee's
soff, “cupite her dizegreement wit‘? Jert she was then still living at home and many a night

rm‘l/'eﬂ a comit 8 o inve stigator, .4511911 Sgyler, uho died about 3-4 years ago. AL
b

ass
I drova her ouﬁ_'ﬁT-{-:‘u their “eno Noad home,

&fter worldng on liye's lunitions committee investigation 141 went to work for
Wheelor's railroad inveutigating comdttee. l\ Lih

141 lmow AE"LLxé}" iss glite well. She insists that what the Hémin gang charged him
vith is inpos ua.ole/'F ung loter for ny owb roasons absolutely certain that Hixzopand
Chambevs lmouingly framed him. one of

imo’-‘}r;?r of tho comidttee's inve:stigatorsy Charlie Kramer, brow;htMullmmod
Ten to o W bne fo accesg o ny rasScarch for the planned boik on the Dies committee. I
let thon have vietq Ver they wqnéed on Bavard 5Ty Dnytrylc's &z prosise to return it,
4 turned out he uas the Tink anong them. He returned nothing at all. Years later when I
vas able to leopte hin he denied any roeollection of any of thi: at alll

If you do not remember that, they ent to jail beceuse they rafused to invoke the
P'ifth dmendment and insisted on taldng the First only.

Vivginia, it is a wonderful and an importont bock, My copy, aftey Lil reads it, fill
Le available {o the youn: weom women students at I:Zocd. Well, almost half of them are not

all that yong. Ther are sroduate students, many teschers who return for master's degreocs.

If you remomber Dave Lloyd, Abt's assisteht, he was in the Truman White House and

hie heoded the .F'mm Livrary Foumdntion, o aied young.
Last I sauw Dan /Y«,Lrgo_;l.c: ip another cold—wur liberal, he was in the State ept.

Relph Winstoad wbnd to vouk for the UMW, He died when he fell through the Lake
Erie dce neor Clévelend, llalph was an old wobblie.

Last I saw Dob Wohlforth he headed Farrer, Strauss Giroux. He was not much inter—
,\I;Tﬁ%d in my Tirst boolk. He had no interest at all when :fhformed I had in that violent
mative fascist gang, The H:’.uutemsn, @D.W%le what showed ther had on their hit list Bob's
son Tim, Vlen he did not eall abek I left the info with his secretary. And he then also
did not phone me. Whel I later gave that some inform(ﬁnt:_ng to Jerry?7?, one of thﬁ )
K. yord for the Yetroit W/p.'l." Panthers, he got th}ase thrown put on it. ‘I'ha
also penctrated the Gremufich Village bronch of the violent Wing of the Students for a
U.emocratic Societye. By ereated the situation that led to that terrible explosion. I gave that
4o tha FBI but it did notlding. I mean L1 pave it copies. Al',f of that part of my files in at

2
the Unive Aty of Wiscensin, Stevens Bointg whefe o history prof is one of my dearest frinds,
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That depesit includes what Duytryk did_pof’/a/l:o of my Dies research. Lt inclundes

carbon copien ol unimown complotencss ol ‘cﬁét commit'l:'gs expenditure rocords. As soon
as Dics and J. Parheell Fecney wio chiwnged his non@ to Thomas came after me I went after

_ij@cm. i fi:iem'ﬁ%mnm Tor three women who hﬁ.r‘x fonilties and did not work to copy every
cingls vounch:r the conmitice filoz'l #6 gz‘%: c;ﬁ:.. Tio xero}( machiffes then so they made
of bons. That Tink ancng The Ten took all the ribbon copies at the leasts

There could be a fine thesis and with a littlc des else an important book based on
vhat © moins of those voucher$. Thosg native nazis also stole money and their travel

records sbowed tint the Members cere not present, nSE the retyﬁrcd minimmy{)f one, at some

broke off from it, the stinker J.DB.!''athews, uas the geng's chief investigator.

vouI've Tinished your book.Ets importance as a documentation of our history cannot be
exnpperated and, eur society being vhat it id, too little attention was paid to it. I've
lived with that, tou, but if we do what we can we have met our cbligations to our
socicty and to ourtelves. “here in much morc I'd like to say but in addition to needing to
oot to reading nnd cheeldng the accuracy of an enormous menuscript in yesterday's (5425)
mail Rev. Graetz, who is a friend of a :t‘:n-:'.e'ncl,"”a his boolk Montgomery to me, In this
morning's mail the reprint of wy book oa the ging assassj' nation gets started to him.

I, top, have sought to make the sygtem vork the way it is supposed to and I, too,
had gnd have faith in the law nuch a.{fgc}:ﬂ and screams not to worl as it should. I've
made it vork snd I've failed to. Congress mende d FOIA pver one of my lawsuits in 1974 and
that is vhat opmmed the FBI, CIA and similar files that were kept sccret. But in a sense L
failed when as James Barl Ray's inveutigator the law kept him from getting the trebﬁ he
nover hed even though I was able to use the system to actuslly exculpate him in an evi-
d=ntiary heering that was to determine uhether or not he would get *chat??:lal. The phony
liberal federsl judge, faced with couplete exculpation- and in such a crime!!!= held that
on wlet mas bofore him, whether or not the ma.rxiccused of ldlling Dxe ng would get a
trial- suilt or innocence were im ateriall ‘

T zot abm;t 30,000 pages of onse secret records, mostly of the FBI, and there is
much of my work that wilf be available for scholars at 18ast; at good. In the course of
& worlz, even though it was lmowm that I was seeking to make tho law work in that crime
that r=moing unsolved, not a =in le blaclk would help. My efforts and thosc of whites
in $ho SUIC, ot not a sincle reeponse.doln Codgers, to vhon L gave a copy for each member
of 4hr blacl caucus, gol no interest from auy on: of them and when I {ried to see a few,
not one vould sec ne.

If you lmou sny who might be interested noby all this is freely available. As it will
be i the fubure.

But not o single bdack stul2n% or writer has asked we anything about anything.
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Tt is just wonderiul that Columbia did thome ornl histories and that &labama has
put then together in a bool: and published ikt

You refer to the impatience of yuu.uu blaclks iith vhat they thought was King' slowness.

&t 1 encouvrggen nt o dery friend who is a Hood hintory professor got records of it
Trn tho PO and has co.pletod a boelk on the “oor Pooples Campalgn. Whether or not I am
ficht, I believs thet aside from having to lo m “dng acted as he thought he could with
thr situation gnd at’&itux@s of the time, opiing for the chance of suéiass rather thon
with meyely hevios another demonstration. T+ is good that youth is icpatient and it is
juod that there is maburity coming from cxperiences that scnses the prospects of success.

He wses in tiils manuscript somuthi;g : gave him that may intercst you.

Yhon the DJ was forced, i port by th TFOIA lavsult I had filed, to make an internal
investigetion of how the FBL 'I:r-aated Iing, with considerable stonewalling and not a little
perjury they verc able to vithhold from me for about six Amon‘bhs the incredible record of
{the field-office records on /f, ing, the SCIC and his closer associat es and family. When
I finally got it (and showed it to Garrow, who was able to use it, tather the information
in it, &M his “ulitzer book) it was actually 402 pages!

iy friend also tnbulatez{ the number of preachers who got into FBI files by support of )
that campaign-hundreds of them!

‘.‘\.‘e do wba'i; we ean and you, dear Virginia, have done much mor~ than almost anyone can
hope %o do, with courage, with principle and with a trudy romarkable degree of success.

gy you add more yenrs t® Lhe many you have accumulated and enjoy the satisfaction
of Imving\jerved your country, all of us, as magnifidently as you dia!

Our love with our great respect,
Plesoe do not tale the time to respond. Mot /

necesgsary.

Where I say on nage 4 that I had ’;E avaleen the lazy Pritch, it was so he could read theo brief
he was supposed to prepare and hagh't so he could respond 'l:oH

Lalollete's questions. 4id Helabenk

Sorry about my typing, Uan't be any bstter now.
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