Coppola’s’ Bail Is $200000

" asid Bob Woodward
' Washington Post Staff Writers .
Paul y a New

§ g " 'who alleg-
edly has ties to organized
crime, was arrested by the
FBI here yesterday on extor-
tion charges involving more
than $100,000 - in financial
transactions with a Washing-

‘|eral funds to-

ton businessman.

Only recently, the D.C. gov-
ernment, in a request for fed-
Tight organized
crime, listed Coppola as one of
six alleged ” operat-
ing in the Washington area. -

The D.C. report also linked
oppola to alleged Cosa Nos-

embers Charles B

m EIT0
nd the Carmin

el e S R
ese men. o
: perations here, the

Coppola: was arrested 'af a
Holiday Inn at 2700 New York

Ave. NE at 10:30 a.m. He was
later brought before a Us.
magistrate and held in leu of
the extra high |

e bond
of $200,000.' ”

Eastern
, Inc, a fireworks busi-

|ness at 1441 Dkie St. NE.

‘According to the. papers,
Coppala extended eredit to
Sfemal at illegally high rates
0

The papers also al-
lege that: e, 5 e 1
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king opera
report said. It cited a 1977 fed.|
eral grand jury as the source; |

® Coppola attempted to ram
his car into Semel's car on a

| Washington street in an effort

to force him to come to New
York City and to coerce pay:
ment of the loan.

In demanding money, Cop-
pola threatened to blow up Se-
mel's warehouse on . Okie
Street, to break both of Se-
ﬁ'lf:l"a legs and to take Semel's

Coppola has “close ties” to a
number of organized crime
figures in the New York area
and a “working association”
with publicly identified mob

In a geries of 1960 articles,

: -Jack Anderson al.
léged that!Cappela had close

~*| business and personal ties to

Rep. Robert Giaimo (D-Conn.).

Alleged Crime F igufe Held
tion Charge Here

These articles also described
similar loans between Coppola
and Semel in the early 1960s.

Coppola himself listed his
occupation on a bail report as
“real estate” and listed his an-
nual income as $25,000. He
said on the bail report that he
has lived at the same New
Haven . address for 23 years
with a wife and daughter, He
gave his age as 53.

According to Assistant U.S,
Attorney Harold J. Sullivan,
head of the major crimes unit,
Coppola has been under inves.
tigation here since late 1989,
when Coppola was in jail on
income tax evasion charges.
Sullivan said Coppola had
been ynder extensive ‘surveil-
lance by the FBL.

~See COPPOLA, C8, Col. 1
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'Alleged Crime Figure
Charged With Extortion

COPPOLA, From C1

Semel is reported to have
been a friend and business as-
sociate of Coppola. In the arti-
cles in 1860, Anderson alleged

that Semel borrowed Mafia
money from Coppola during
the early 1860s for his fire-
cracker operation.

Semel, 46, is best known as
the inventor and distributor of
the plastic cherry bomb, He
was sentenced to a six-month
jail term In 1865 after being
convicted of shipping %,760
cherry bombs from Maryland
to Virginia.

In the 1960 articles, Ander-
son charged that Giaimo was
a business partner with™Cop-|’
pola in a New London. Conn., |'
apartment house operation.

Anderson also alleged that|
Giaimo by pressuring a draft
board, kept one of Coppola's
friends out of the Army for
six months. Coppola and
Giaimo used to meet at a New
Haven restaurant and Giai-
mo's law firm handled a
case charging Coppola with
tax evasion in the early 1960s,
according to Anderson.

Les Whitten, who works for
Anderson, said yesterday that
the allegations in those arti-
cles have never been disputed.
Glaimo 'could not be reached!
for comment last night.

Anderson said in a Nov. 8,
1960, article: “Giaimo, while
insisting he did nothing for
Coppola in the criminal (tax)
proceedings and has received
nothing from him except pos-
sibly a few small campaign
contributions, declared loy-
ally: ‘He's a good friend. He's

a EDOd guy.m

At a hearing before U.S.
Magistrate Lawrence Margolis
yesterday, Coppola was repre-
sented by attorney Francis X.
Grossi of the law firm of Wil-

ams, Connolly and Califano.

Dressed in a red cardigan
sweater and dark sports shirt
and wearing heavy black
glasses, Coppela appeared
tense at the hearing. He grim-
aced as Assistant U.S, Attor-
ney’ Donald E..Campbell re-
vealed he would ask for a
bond of $200,000, and grimaced
again later when-the magis-
trate agreed to set the bond at
that figure.
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