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| JERRY DUCOTE AND COURT ADE '
 He attended -

A ‘mountain of stolen docu-
pents, files, letters and mailing
- pilfered nearly a decade ago
.confessed political burglar
: Ducote, surfaced for the
4 11rpt time in a San Jose courtroom
yesterday. '

“And one by one, the rightful
owners got a look at the long-lost
documents.

“These are my personal
ﬁlo!," said Cesar Chavez, presi-
dentof the United Farm Workers
. Union, AFLCIO, as he thumbed
through two bulging manila enve-
lopes containing items he
descrbed as “irreplaceable.”

‘Chavez was the first of 32
witnesses to mh.ty at a prelimi-
nary bearing {n what has come to
he known as the “Ducote Case.”

. The purpose of the hearing,
wm resumes today before Mu-
“micipal Court- Judge John Schatz,
is to determine If there is
sufficient evidence to hold the
hulking, silver-haired ex-Santa
Clara coupty -sheriff’s deputy for
trial on 2 qou.nts of political
espionage. .

> Ducote, 4, originally charged
with 14 counts of grand theft and

- seven counts of concealing the
_stolen’ documents, was slapped.
with yet another grand theft count
yesterday before the hearing
began.

He remains in custody in lle;x
of $100,000 ball following his
arrest December 22 in San Juse,

Wearing an olivedrab Jjail
jump’ suit, Ducote sat forlornly
bunched over the defense table as
Chavez and five other burglary
victims, including former Ram-

-/pewts magazine publisher. Edward
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ncredible Pile of

By Rick Carroll q

Keatmg. ldentlﬂed their peritmal t-
papers.

The ex-lawmad, in an exu'l
ordinary document filed the cﬁy
of his arrest, admitted - -commk- .,
ting 17 pelitical burglaries at the
behest of three California growers .|
in an -unsuccesaful at w 1
smear Chavez as a,comm - _,,

“The guy had incredible chu-
tzpah,” said Jerry Cohen, genﬂalr
counsel for the United Farm
Workers, who also testified that-
Ducote in March of 1974 under the *
eye of FBI agent Conrad Shaw at |
the Ramada Inn In Bakersfield
“tried to sell me back the nnlen i
documents for $25,000!"

“Agent Shaw took a long
distance plcture of -the subject in .
the parking lot,” said Cohen, who _
along with Chavez ymerday
charged the FBI, CIA, state and-!
local law enforcement ageneiea,:'
with dereliction of duty and-
demanded a biue ribbon probe by
Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr. -
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Psychiatric Tests

For Political Burglar
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to wﬂio a 90-day psychiatric evalustion at Vacavilie
Medical Facility.

The 4Tyearold ex-Santa Clara sheriff’s
deputy, who admitted stealing documents frofn 17 left-
wing organizations during the 1960s, will be sentenced
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Ducote earlier pleaded gullty to seven felony
counts arising from his activities, which he
claimed were instigated by the , prominent growers
and various rig htfwlngpwthhnalnl tutile attempt to
smear farm labor leader Cesar Chaves as a Communist.

'l‘h: o%u!lty p':a::. \:'ereto of concealing the
stolen umen were later found
of his San Jose home. i St

- Ducote, still jnsisting he's the fall H
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No Bail Cl.lf”‘ni
For Po||t|cq|
Burglar

By Rick Carroll

A-San’ Jose Municipal Court
judge refused yesterday to reduce
bail in the case of admitted
political burglar Jerome Ducete,
who claims two California grow- .
ers hired him to steal documents
to discredit farm labor leader
Cesar Chavez. -

The burly, 46-yearold former
Santa Clara county sheriff's depu-
ty and Young Republican activist
was ordered held “in lieu . of
$100,000 bail after he pleaded not

iity to 21 felony counts involv-

grand theft and concealing
soden documents

He 18 not charged with
burglary, and cannot be, because
the three-year statute of limita-
tions expired before he admitted
17 pouuc:.lgetnsphed burglaries,
including Delano headquar-
IJrs of the United. Farm Wogkers

nion.

During heated. arguments
over the bajlreduction jssue,
Willlam P. Hoffman, assistant
district attorney of Santa Chu
county, told the court: )

“He considered his blngiu‘y
victims as non-persons
they did not agree with hjs
political views.”

PDucote’s defense counsel,
Thomas- Salciccia, claimed that
the bafl was ‘“exorbitant and
inordinately high," especially

But Presiding Municipal
Court Judge Wayne M. Kanemoto,
noting - appears to be a very

serijous matter," continued Du-
cote's bail at $100,000 and refused
to conduct another bail heering
until January 8, the date set for a
preliminary examination.

Then, st an impromptw press
conference on the court house '
steps, defemse counsel Salticcia
said he thinks “others are ln-
volved and should be arrested,”
but refused to elahorate on who
they might be.
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