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Agents of the Drug Enforce-

ment Administration, pa.rtlm-
pating in a marijuana seizure
Tuesday in Colombia, were
caught in a gun battle that re-|
sulted from faulty coordina-
tion, Sen. Henry M. Jackson
(D-Wash.) charged yesterday.
A spokesman for DEA con-
firmed the incident but chal-
lenged several points in Jack-
son's description, which was
contained in a letter the sena-
of State
Henry A. Kissinger yesterday.
According to Jackson's ac-
count, DEA agents,
“accompanied by Colombian
customs officials” chartered a
plane and flew to an isolated
place 180 miles south of Be-
gota in an atfempt to seize 23-
000 pounds of marijuana.
“They had apparently not
coordindted this operation
with the Colombian federal
police, which, as I understand
it, has primary authority for
the enforcement of narcotics
laws in Colombia,” Jackson
wrote. ]
Jackson said the Columbian
federal police already has sur-
rounded the spot where the
marijuana was hidden in or-
der to arrest the drug traffick-
ers when they arrived.
“According to my informa-|
tion, the aircraft, carrying the|
DEA agents and Colombian

customs officials, landed in|-

the area, spotted the cache,
approached it and were there-
after engaged in a fierce gun
battle of one hour duration
with the Colonibian federal
police. Nofwithstanding the
fact that the plane was riddled
with bullets, the DEA agents
and Colombian customs offi-

' Bogota, Jackson said, the com-

' cials managed to escape and
fly back to Bogota,” Jackson
said. No one was injured, ac-
cording to DEA and the State
Department.

When the plane landed in

manding general of the Colom-
bian federal police “who im-
mediately seized the airerafl
and technically placed under
arrest” the DEA agents and
the Colombian customs offi-
clals.

Jackson, a declared candi.
date for the Democratie presi-
dential nomination in 1976, is
chairman of the Senate Per
manent Subcommittee on Tn:
vestigations which is investi.|
gating DEA activities in the
United States and abroad.
Jackson said in his letter to
I}'Isainger that the inecident
“casts grave doubt on the
methods and operations of
DEA abroad.”

A DEA spokesman, Robert
H. Feldkamp, stressed that the
two DEA agents involved in
the incident were participat-
ing at the request.of Colom-
bian authorities and that the
two agents fired no shots dur-
ing the gun battle.

“I can't stress too strongly
that it was a Colombian opera-

tion that we were assisting”
Feldkamp said. “DEA does not
(operate anywhere unilaterally
outside the United States.™
Feldkamp said that, from
DEA’s | standpoint, . it was
“rputine” for its agents to join
a “host country” operation

'when invited. “We do this all

over the_ world. We render
technical assistance at their
invitation,” Feldkamp said,

A considerable amount of
drugs move “in and through”
Colombia, according to Feld-
kamp. Coordination between
DEA and other countries is
important in stemming the
flow of illegal drugs into the
United States. DEA has agents
in approximately 40 countries,
according to Feldkamp. :

Feldkamp said that “there
conceivably could have a
been a mix-up between their
own (Colombian) agencies.
There was no mix-up as far as
we were concerned.”

The gun battle was not
“fierce,” as Jackson described
it, Feldkamp said, and the en-
tire incident was “not nearly
as dramatic as the letter
would portray it.” The mistake
was realized on the scene, ac-
cording to Feldkamp, and the
DEA agents were present to
witness the burning of the
marijuana.

When the DEA agents re-

turned to Bogota, he said, they
were questioned at the airport

hv Colombian federal police
but were not arrested, Feiu-
kamp said.

No protest or complaint has
been filed by the Colombian
government as a result of the
incident, Feldkamp said.
“There’s been a lot of discus-
sion of it in Bogota among our
people, them and the em-
bassy. It's been ironed out”
Feldkamp said. “We expect to
stay in Colombia as we have.”

Jackson, who has been con-
ducting closed hearings on
DEA, is expected to have at
least ‘'one public session in
about two weeks.- A staff
source said the Colombian in-
cident would be investigated
further by the subcommittee.
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