Charles . Jrago 8/14/90
Armstrong, bllington and Jirker
12 Ste shen liopkins Yourt
rrovidence, RI 02904

Dear Charlie,
Thanks for your con'idence and offer, both of which I appreciate,.

Before a perhaps long explanation of what L consider is not irresponsible and
my own early interest in a form other than non-fiction, a word about that Inside
Edition business, I'd been to.d the whole thing would b: White and we and was indipg-
nant when - was cut off in the middle of a response ai'ter about 10 minutes. They then
cut what they had to what you saw and then dubbed in, instead of what + told the bitch,
me sitting and listening %o scuething her hasuband szid. I'nm surprised et how many
people look at that stuff. I've heard frou more than from anything else 1'Vve done in
TV in years.

~'n past 77 now, hot in good he.;th, and while I'm wiliing to be a technical
advisor o. your project we don't know what if anything I'll be uble to do when you get to
the point of wanting teclmical advice. So I'll send copies to three profes. ors who may
be willing to help and have ool subject-matter knowledge., Dr. Verald heKnight, Hood
College, Y'rederick, kd. 21701; Dr. David VWrone, Yuiv, Viisc., Stevens <oint, WI 54481;
Or. Gerald winocchio, Wofford Uollege, Spartanburg, $.C. 24303. I've heard very little
frow Howard loffman in years. “sst 1 heard he was gene al counsel for Lucas films but
was tlinking of a change thut would perhaps move ldun to Los angeles.

Over the years, in my own thinking and when seeki.g to help others, I've believed
in two tests, is this reasonable and if so, is it possible. I believe this can help
avoid irresponsibility on tie subjwet ma:ter in which I consider it wrong and bad.

all my JFK assassination books are essentially rough drafts corrected to a linized
degree and except for Pogt liorten, written in great haste. To we.t a deadline, and this
is conplicated and I won t go iuto it, I had four weeks to deliver the t'irst book, White-
wash. I wmade it. While drooling in the +till the publisher cancelled the contract and
didn 't even return the ms., + had to recoustruct nuch of it but I believed in what I'd
done and I then tried other publishers. I didn t get a single adverse editorial comment
but nobedy would touch it. So, while driving to and fron “ew York, using a cumbersoue
reel-to-reel machine I started dictating a novel, in the belief that what = could say in
a novel would not be so coupletely opoosed. I soon learned that I am not a4 novelist. What
little I did was terrible. I'm talicding about 1965. I tell you this so you'll see that = do
not consider an entertainment format per se wrong or frresponsible and have believed that
it can permit what might not be acce.ted as non-fiction. ’

~n the fall of 1966, probably about September, I'd finished Whitewash II, which was
not intended to be a book to begin with, and I felt that there was souething else L ahould
say. It was af'ter midnight on a rfriday night when I w.nt to bed, w_th this indefinitely
on my mind., In a couple of hours }Has wide a.ake, with an idea. I went to the typewrbter
(then oune of the gld Underwood ugrights so loved by so rany reporters of my youth) and mtrimd
started writing. ¥fo outline. ¥ just started wri_ting. It was the ®pilogue in nhiteuaa}\ll.
/Monday morning, i thi.k, after my wife had retyped it, I took the book to the printer. In
retrospect I do not criticize what I then believed, for that time and based on what + then
had learned or had occasion to think avout. But over the years since then I'd coue tu believe
that the cui bono apiroach cannot be used as I then used it. It can be used now only to _
eliminate who may huee been involved i the JFK ( or for that matter the other) assassination\s).
There were many too many who could huve seen benefit to themselves or their beliefs in that

assassination.

I've coue to believe that of those who could have seen benefit frou the assassination,

given what we do know about it, those most likely to have been responsible are those who
wanted policy changes.



fne such jgroup or force is, by the way, what my novel would have dealt with.

The assassination of uny american president has the effect of a coup d'etat be-
cause of our system, which makeus it inovitable. No vice president is ever a rubber Stamp
of the president. There will be, inevitably, soie policy differences. With JYK become a
dove and Yohnson always a hawk, thoj- changes were certain to follow JFK's offing. und
they did. I can go into detail on soue o' this if you'd like and I've done the research
tc back it up. also a nunber of suot anulyses afte ' Johnson was president.They've stacked.

There are some things that we luow that can eliminate some people or forces, varti-
cularly involving Oswald. I think my Jublished work alone leave it beyond reasonable
question, whether or not he fired & shot (and I still do not bu.leve he did) the erine
was beyond the capability of any one man, I t thus is a conspiracy. It follows that whether
Or not he was a patsy, the conspiracy was by those who had full imowledge of his past
and present,

“his does not mean thut the UIu or the FBI, which had this knowledge, did the job
and + do nqt beligve that either did. .‘erhaps self-starters in the UI4, but not the insti-
tution., D:/fe O/,

+ think that Cuba and the u..it can be eliminated because it is certain that noeither
preferred L to JFK. wuite the oppo.ite. You may not know it, but JIK and Khruschye deve-
lopefd yuite a lengthy corres.ondence still ket secret by uoth sides after the Cuba
A’-‘aiss.le crisis. and vhether or not you know it, the solution to thut crisis was JIK's
guarantecing Castro against any invasion, a protection nobody else in the world could
give him. again, I cun add more.

But I'n trying to show hovw cui bono can still ba used in plinning a screenplay,
and not misleoding the people.

Yecauss it seems apparent that bringing about changes in national policy Tron thgge
JI'{ developed - and they were different when he was killed than when he took office hf:f "
is necesuary, to avoid irresponsibility, not to be captive to the accepted cliches of the
cold war.

B A &

Z'm rushing to get this on paper becau.e I want to take a nap \I'm tigd and I want
to take the Urioles-led Sox game in tonight and we have company befor: then) so I hope
I'u clear, ¥ not, please ask for clarification.

I'm also trying to address what yo. refer to as poverty or riches the overload of
thousandus of pages of tesearch. Jerha). this can help you el:‘i‘fﬂte sone. Wat should nake
handling what remains easier. +d I don't care whether or not, to use your words, you in-
corporate my views in what you write. If you wunt to, UK. If not OK, too.

I'm not trying to iufluence what you write, ouly to guide you. \hen you get to

some firwer beliefs about what you will be saying, perhaps I can help you with sone docu-
ments, Lou may find one or two in the new naterial + added to Fhotographic whitewash when
Z reprinted it, perhaps sorie in the appendix to ost lortem. In this connection, I do have
all but one of the Warren “ommission s executive sessionz transcripts and I laov with
certainty what is in that one that i8 withheld. It was withheld to protect our first un-
elected sresident, Jerry rord, who was vi,cjiously racist in it, trying to get Norman tedlich

fired, The cdain wa. to srotect e forbvacy, <ull! They gave me what violated it evilly.

As an exanple of what I mean, although it may not figure in your *hinking, there is
the official nythology that JHK and Uobby were behind +he CIA's childish plot to get the
mafia to arcange T or%'uatro's asuussination. I have the internal CIA record that shows this
was not she case. “Ynly §ix pveople knew of it and they .ere all high CI.. officials. I this
regard, and again - don t know if it could interest you, Sam bomo Yiancana, who was one
of those used by the CIa, through lioward_ﬁug!ws' honcho Bob Maheu, believed that his gmirl
friend, Phyllis NcGuire, was lating Dan Martin of the RASEXX¥K Rowan and llartin team. So,
he said lock, I'm helping you, how about you helping me. So the CIA got an amateurish wire-
tapped wnd bugger to bug hartin's poom, + have the I'JI'd records on this and it can be
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made into a very l.yghable bit. He got off, of course, when he said he would not go
down alone, But it gave the I'BI a hold on tEhe Iu that in time it used vith LaJ.ind
_ have the F'3.'s highest-pimxm level record of Shatqina bne o uled o umh e.&..r

again, I'm not asking you where vou want to go, but if what -~ have on Yri Hogenko,

the defecdted .L1, in the last few pape oI text in .ust iorten ig of interest, 1 huve nuch
more., ll that has been disclosed, I think, Fids includes how the CIL. tulked the Coturission
out of =zaking secret testimony from nm. (nided and abetsed by The Ynelected in one of
the last e.ecutive session t u.u:scr_pt d&gu. ile actuslly intimidated the otherd into
not dec:L ling for its:«lf whether uhat fio d was of use or value to it in its vork.)
“he «Ia's explacation to the Louse as.»ass;nps counittee is as phon:r as are all its
earlier conccctions, of luech I remenber wvout three or four. + believe that this
testi .ony, witch was tulevs;ied frow covast to coast, was edited by the Ula lLet'ors it vas
published. - have the published testivony and I juve Jrone the tapes I uade as aired.

dhen vou have a better idea of .liat you want to do ask if = have any real records
that can b of use to you. What a thi:ig 1t toukd be it you could used dbal records in a
screenp.ay or a » ay four a theater!

a8 you think about Oswi:ld, to you regember what - have in Uswald +u L{suorleana
avout the Toruer .wrine fricnd who callied in whe:n Z w u on the Joe Jolan show in
Uaklund? I'Ve been avle to prove wies he tolu me auvout Usunld's security clearances and
his personal interests. usut the wavy cleins tu have not a single rilevant record. I got
the proof fro: other recgrds. Che vomudssion used duwdw.s and other doves to paint the
portrait of Oswald tha+® hoovel huad sketthed out for then and iguored what they could not
avoid in tlie testimony of thiose not dopey. (Epstein is totally undependable and guite
woong on uswald, if you are interested. Lpstein 53:’5/611 the right extreme and he was
coopetd by angleton, résulting in the reorganization of his book, even the new iitle,
wegend Hontein's records, by the way, are at Doston Bollege, but + was not able to get
access and r -portedly they are entir ly disorganized.)

szcr( yar!
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f\rm&trong. fliington & Parker

Public Relations/Advertising/The Arts

August 17, 1990

Harold Weisberg
Route 12, 0ld Receiver Road
Frderick, Maryland 21701

Dear Harold,

First of all, thanks so much for your prompt filling of my order.
Oswald in New Orleans has reinforced my feeling that most Kennedy
assassination-related research amounts to rewriting of your initial
efforts.

Also, I thoroughly enjoyed your brief yet telling response to the
young charlatan who is claiming that his father, Roscoe White, was

the Grassy Knoll shooter/Tippet murderer. I choose to view American
"pop journalism's" uncomfortable and rude response to your scholarship
not as insult, but rather continuing evidence for the intellectual
shallowness and suspect professionalism that characterizes our much-
vaunted fourth estate.

On to more exciting business. Regarding my in-progress screenplay,

I accept your admonition that authors of Kennedy assassination-related
works must be "..,.completely and resolutely responsible and not in

any way mislead the people." I am adhering to this ideal as closely

as possible, while simultaneously attempting to create an entertainment
that, through its accessibility and moments of idiots' delight, will
settle deeply into viewers' consciousness.

Toward these ends, I should like to ask you to consider the following.
My best educated guesses as to the origins, development and executiomn
of the assassination and cover-up plots suffer a poverty or riches; in
other words, I am at the point of overload as I attempt to process and
refine the thousands of pages of research materials currently littering
my office.

Would you be interested in entering into a professional arrangement with
me, one that would, upon purchase of my screenplay by producer(s) yet
unknown, see you retained as technical advisor for the film? Prior to
that, I would ask two things of you: first, could you prepare your own
copyrighted scenario of the events in question based upon your extensive
and ongoing scholarship; second, would you find the time to read the
screenplay in draft form and offer comments, suggestions, etc.?

I am willing to enter into a formal contractural arrangement with you on
all of this. I understand that you have no way of evaluating either my
personal integrity or my professional skills. As far 'as I can go to
clearing up these issues, I'm willing to extend myself in any reasonable
way.

Please know that I do not intend to incorporate your views directly
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into my own work. I am in need of informed criticism and a balancing
perspective. Most importantly, you are the conscience of assassination
researchers, and it is that wvery conscience that can insure the his-
torical accuracy of the screenplay.

You should also know that I have secured representation for my work, and
that it will be read by producers and actor/producers directly upon
completion.

We can discuss financial arrangements if and when you agree to get
involved. I am all too aware of your health reversals, and I would
keep in mind that your schedule too would preclude anything approaching

hard labor!

In any event, I shall think of you as the dean of assassination re-
searchers for as long as the ideals of John F. Kennedy have any meaning.

With best wishes for a healthful and prosperous year,
Sinceyrely,

ot

Charles R.
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