J New York Times News Service

- BIRMINGHAM, Ala.'— A cache of
tily documents discovered here re-
cently shows that a surveillance ef-
fort carried out by the Birmingham
police department in the 1960s, origi-
nally aimed at civil lmiu leaders,
was broadened to include politiclans
and at one point even collected infor-
mation on a private conversation of
tfieieVice President Hubert H. Hum-
phrey. ;o

The surveillance system was set
up by Eugene (Bull) Connor, the seg-
regationist police. commissioner, to
combat civil nights activists. But
after "Connor left office in 1963, ac-
cording to the documents, it was
widened to monitor the activities of .
several political candidates and, less
frequently, the appearances in Bir-

ingharh of such white politicians as

ov. George C. Wallace of Alabama
gnd Humphrey.
¢ The records, being
ty.-the Birmingham Public Library
and @ new civil rights archive, show "
that-the surveillance operation relied
primarily on detectives and under-
cover. informer§., But it also, used
ipforfation from such private insti-

i

thtidns as a bank, an airline, a news- | Boutwell, the white moderate ‘who'
succeeded Connor and his allies at-

umwnnmsa a college.

: The unsigned “notes” on Hum-
ﬁ:nmu..m visit to the city in 1967 said,
Just before the vice N:.mmamn, left
Birmingham he took off E.:Js_w to
make several telephone calls. We

Krow that one of them was to Rever- .

m.:..._ Gardner,”

i THE REPORT THEN quotes Hum-
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“phrey as telling the Rév. Edward

ardner, a black clivil rights leader,
“that “he was sorry that his time
would not permit him to meet pri-
vately with him and other Negro
leaders. He also assured Gardner
that he would talk to the mayor of
Birmingham before he left, if he had
to talk to him on the way to the air-
- port, He stated he felt sure all their
" differences would be settled within a
', few days.” L T
It was not clear from the report
whethet Humphrey's remarks had
been obtained from a wiretap. Such a
tap . was apparently used to obtain

. another document on filé in the Bir-

mingham library, the transcript of a
1963 cohversatioh between Dr., Mar-
tin, Luther Eum Jr., and his wife,
Coretta, when King was in jail for
“.mm&:m civil rights demonstrations
ere. o I
. A transcript of the King conversa-
tion turned up last week in “the Con-
- nor papers,”’ 250,000 pages of munici-
-pal documents
his year under a pile of debris in an
abandoned. firg station, The Hum-
phrey document was found among .
the police files of the late Albert

City Hall in 1963, . s 5y
. The Birmingham Public Library
has applied for a $68,000 federal
grant to establish, with these and
similar documents, a major archive
of the civil rights movement here in
the city that so violently resisted
integration. ' Together, the Connor
and Boutwell papers document inten-
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CONNOR DIRECTED the a:nﬁwz.
lance program almost entirely at
civil rights rallies, and his handwrit-
ten notations indicate that he combed
the reports for tidbits he could use to
stir resistance among whites. “Good,
use ' this in campaign,” Connor
scrawled atop a report that a black
"S_mm_n. was opposcd to his re-election
n 1961. Vg .
Under Boutwell, the surveillance
was extended to the Ku Klux Klan
and other segregationist groups sus-
pected in racial bombings here. But, -
at the same ‘timé; detectives bepan
monitoring meetings ‘of such other
groups as the National Urban League -
and the John Birch Society, Thé po-
lice nmwo:.._ also make it clear that
visits from detectives . were some-
e adherence’
to segregation among whites thought
tobe wavering, ...~ . DR TS
. The neatly typed reports by clty
detectives indicate that they were
aided In monitoring civil rights activ-
ists' and sympathizers by sources
within The Birmingham News, East-
ern Ajrlines,: the administration ' 6f
Birmingham Southern College, Bir:
mingham Trust National Bank  and
the Federal Bureau of Investigatioh. ;-
FOR INSTANCE, in May 1963,
whén the police were battling demon-
strators with fire hoses and police
dogs, a police sergeant sent this mes-
sage to Police Chief Jamie Moore;
‘At approximately 2 a.m. I received

~. James Barton,

The Washington Star

a call from the Eastern Airlines at
the Birmingham -Airport, They re-'
won_na to me that a J_.o__u of 10 Jew-
sh Rabbis and 35 black males had
_w__mﬂr n:u_e.%ﬂ_ from their New York
report by a detectlve says that

he and a Birmingham News reporter
had tried to obtain photographs of

‘whites attending the funcrals of four

black girls killed in
of the Sixteenth
Church here.

the 1963 bombing
Street Daptist

a lawyer for The
Birmingham News, confirmed that a
News reporter had provided informa-
tion to the nzw police, Jefferson
County Sheriff’s Department and the
FBI while covering thé civil rights
movement for The News. Barton said

-that the paper's executives knew of

the reporter’s cooperation with the
authorities, but the paper's executive
editor, John Bloomer, denied this.
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