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1943 LETTER # 16 o L o T e T N e
HOUSE UNLIKELY TO RECESS; SENATE 'r.mr"""! i T

It appears now that the informal twa-weak rscesa planpad by th& Hohsa
esantatlves may noe go. through, becauge cf compllcat1&ns Anvolving -tax -
legislation.’ It does am Likely, however; that the.Senate will reegss;-.and. a’
great many anators will ba“hcms for 2.couple.of wesks. ..Everything in lask.
wesk's Letter 1n Tegard to Saqatnrs, therefore, stands. Chances are a good
numper of Repra entatives will go home too, at least for a waek or so, vacation
or“no vacatiun.%\\ . ; - e :
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Forty-Five To Go “\Latest reports from Washington are- that - 175 szgnstures
R Have been affixed to House Discharge Petition Thrae, to.:
On Poll-Tex Petition brlﬁg\d. R. T, the .Anti-Poll Tax Bill of .1943, to the
floor o?‘tbe Housa for a vote. That makes forty-five
“more to go. Last year the real tode\201ng started at the 190-signature mark,
After that two signetures had to be ob ained for every one .of .the twenty=eight-
ssman ‘signedy..ons of the others ook
forcea.”h: :

remalnlng beeauss every btime another Cnng
“his hame " off——unﬂar pfassure Ffrom tne poll—

What has to be, understod varv*clﬁnrly is hat all‘the 1obbjing in
Washington, all the comb1n1ng and ragﬁéuverlng to get ignatures to the- dlscharge
petition=-won't pass ‘the enti-poll fax bill., 1t is & posy ility that a . '
majority of the members of ths Hausa should slgn the. petitibas that the measure
should comé to the floor IO{/E vote, and that it should thera b defeated.
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That is whetmay happen unless a vary graat pressure is ex
continuous manner, frem the peopls back homeé. A Cengressman may sign ‘the
petition, ‘and then seeing that ths people of his aonstituency are not ‘very -
excited about it-<or at least are not putting much pressure on him--may decide
that when it gefies tG the vote he has more to gain by abaantlng himself to
please a‘' pold-taxer hoad - of a House Committee, than by being present an&/éotlng

for H., R +. ‘This is only one of the reasons why, regardless-of lobbyj ﬁ% and

brain-tfisting in Washlngton the campaign for H. R. 7, must be dev oped in

aach cons™ busncy, and kept gc1ng until H, R. 7, bacomes Isw.
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o feportsla:elavailabla-as ho,tha_n Br nf signatural
ol hich have been put on House Disaha;ge Potition Five, .to
Discharge Petitipn b ng the Gavagan Anti-Lyneh Bill $6 the floor of the House
for &~yote. Indicatlons ars it ks not.gven progressed as
rapidly as the pebtition on\hhg Anti-Poll Tex Bills” The ‘signature of YOUR. OWN
CONGRESSMAN is probably not oﬁ\gp. Now is theAime to tell hum about ik, .

'\\\
HOuBS BILL FIGHT ‘OEES INTO SENATE Do .
! : _/ .
By a vote of 270 to lOFf'tha Holtse of- Representat}ves last weak pasaed.._

the anti-labor Hobbs bill, H. R. 853.

Anti-Lynch Bill™

d vote was confused saveral prcposed amsndments,
nons of which changed the hti-labor character of thd bill, bukt whish were sc

- presentsd. The résult wis confusion among labor groups) some of which stopped
fighting the bill to £ight for the emendments . Out ef that confusion ceme
House passage. ; AL S &

The entire debate

It ig”%o be hoped .that there w111 be more . olarity, and ‘8 -more, unified
opposition, Ah the fight to pravant the b111 rrom passing the Senata.

Wire your own two Senators today,,urglng dsfaat nf H ‘Ra 655 the.
Hobbs :

* *. *

Fish Moves to Nullify Latest move on behalf of the 34 indicted sedifionists
) G ; comes from Congressman Hamilton Fish undoubtedly with
Anti-Sedition Law the support, of those who ‘backaed him in his fight |
. - against passsge of the Wer Security Aot (sce last week's
Legislative Letter), TFish's ackion is introduction of a, bill, H. R.-2352, to
nullify the sedition ect under which the 34 ware lndlcted. Ha doss it by

(over)
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" FishiBill, would be & year in jeil end $500 fine.
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re-writing the mct so that it cannot conceivably be enforced. A few of the
sleight of hsnd accomplishments of H. R, 2352 are:

Prosscution is limited to persons who accomplish their purpose of
impairing the loyalty, morals, and discipline of the armed forces by personal
contact. This would exclude publishers of seditious literature distributed to
the armed forces unless they mede a personal ~ontact with individual members.
They could distribute all they pleased by any other method. Only sctual
personel distributors would be liable.

) The whole théory of prosscution for conspiracy is nullified. Each
individual member of & conspirscy under'this sct would have to be proved to
have personally performed an sct which is in itself eriminal., To illustrate:
if this prineiple were applied in prosecution for counterfeiting, the memher
of the conspiracy'who buys thed ink (in itself not a criminal act) could not be
prosecuted for this sharse,

Under the Fish Bﬁll, a seditionist or group of seditionists could not

* . be indicted unlesstheir sedition were successfull 1In this provision also the

theory of prosecution for conspiracy ‘is nullified. i

The highest sentence fo

r the highest crime in qaf-t;ﬁé, under the

Bt kg PP SOEYLR R - S il )| o g o EETESTRE hd il b

There are a dozen other ways in which the Fish Bill would nullify
the possibility of successful prosecutions for sndition. and ssditious

conspiracy in war time. Those noted are enough to give you an idea.

The Fish Bill is indicative of the lengths.to which isolstionists
and poll-taxérs in Congress will go to protect the enemy in our midst. The
follow-up is perfect, after the spectasle these gontlemsn made of themselves
in connection with the War Security Act., : :

* * *

And.gg The We have Ham Fish's closest collqborét-J; Mertin Dies ™€ un-
: : American fame, introducing new legisleMion which mil#®e sup-
Other Hand -~ ported by Mr. Fish, because it's right up HEe ¥y« Be it

remembared: that Attorney General Biddle in his decision on the
Bridges deportation case threw in free for nothing end without reference to the
subject on which he was writing, a list of a few organizations, most of them
defunct, which he held to be subversive. Later on, an Interdepartmental

" Cormittes drew up another list, fantastic in its presentations, which for the

most pert has been held confidential, but part of which Mr. Dies had inserted
in the Congressional Record. It is also easy to recall that Mr; Dies himself
has from time to time nemed prectically every CIO union, and: many other organi-
zations, as subversive. ‘In this place it is scercely necessary to repest again
the basis (if any) of Mr. Dies' findings.

lir. Dies' H. R. 2447 provides that any person who belongs to or in any
way supports any of these organizations shall be ineligible for employment by
the Government in any capacify. Apparently ilr. Dies considers himself a permans-:
ent department, because the bill writes his committee into law, and makes its
findings & matter of law. .

: Mr. Dies' sscond bill, H. R..2446 would cancel the citizenship of
any person (that means netive-born as well as neturalized) who joins "any
organization subject to foreigh control and engaged in political activity"-- .
presumably again by & Diss definition. (This is exactly the sams Mr. Dies who
was so worried about the "eivil liberties" of seboteurs that he fought = bill
to punish their sctivities in war-time.)

H, R, 2447-is befors the Committee on the Civil Service (Congreasman
Robert (pell-tex) Ramspeck, chairmen); H. R. 2446 is before the Judiciary
Committee (Congressmen Hatton W. (poll-tex) Sumners, cheirmen), Dies hes
ennounced he will press for early hesrgs and reports to get the bills out for a

vTote.
* * *

"Grade Labelling"  The paratroopers got in another lick behind ines lest

~———_ Waek, when the House of Rapresénfatives passed House
Investigation Reselution 98, and #heFaby seb up & committesto "investizate"

______m';__;r.e_nmc'f“’??imﬂminiumtjpiand the War Production
Board. This potent weapon sgainst the war wes sodnsorsas~and therefore will

(more)




