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FROM @  W. David Slaws onfﬁﬁﬂﬁ7

SUBjLCT:

Qffice of Legal Counsel

WdrTLn Commission, autopsy photographs and
-vﬂye ~- Letter 1rom Wesley J. Liebeler to

¥

J. Lee Rankin dated November 16, 1966,

A copy of the above-referenced letter was sent to me’
and, accurdLng ro the letter itse 1f, also to you. Mr. Liebeler
woried for the Warren Comwmission as an Assistant Counsel, the
Same position as I held, and I know him well. [1@& is honcs*
and responsible but has a tendency to get overly excited on
occassio _\ We talked about his letter by telephone Monday
afterncon S November 21, 1966. The following is the gist of
our conversation., Mr. TL@OQ7EK asked that it be kept confi-
dential within the Department.

About one week ago, Liebeler talked with Harrison
Saltsouvv of the New YOV& Times. Salisbury told him that
the Times was planning a series of articles on the c¢riticisms
of tha Warren Report, that he, Salisbury, was to be in charge.
of the series, that he aclLeved the criticisms were.serious
enough to warran“ a re-opening of the investigation and that he
thought there should, be such a re- opening. Salisbury wanted
the Times to call for a re-opening, but of course that decision
would not be made until after the series had been written and
other Times! editors coul d_judge the issue too. (The New
York Times today -- November 21 =-- said that Life Magazine had
dlrgamy od1“o* ially called for a re- opening.) SallsoLVy
also said that =he Times had asked Burke Marshall to cooperate
with it or oLhore in HMVLHQ some nongovernment: Du"noLor‘° 3
examine the autopsy X-rays and photographs but that Marshall
refused. .

k.._
.o

Declassified: *'/Vhff 4 C 37L41—/7 ‘K 0

Fon . Authority: Deputy Assistant Attorney General,
Al OfTice Of—LGPﬂT“fUUﬁ?tf'

~« 1065.

Eromdl 4p2fs 14n. bt Ao %%a



13 i . ,/‘. \ 5 M H
T CONFIDENT LAL

& : [

Liecbeler feels strongly that public opinion will scon .
force the Department of Justice and Burke Marshall to permit

ottt some kind of unofficial access to the photographs and X-rays.. .

and that it is better that such permission be pranLcd as
soon a3 possible. The dangers in waiting are:

g - (1) It will then look like we consented only under
: pressure, cspecially if-by~then ‘the New York Times has joined
the chorus. ' : T

(2) There is still a reasonable chance of spiking this’
thing by a re-investigation limited to aspects of the autopsy,.
. but if public opirion continues to develop as it has- over the
U past few months we may soon be faced with a polltlcally unstop=

pable demand for a £ree-wheellng re-~ 1nvestlgatlon o£ all

[ LIV T o T

(3) The lunatic fringe already allege, or broadly hint,
the involvement of the hlghest echelons of the Government in
the as saSSLDa*Lon, and the Government s participation in the .
"hiding' of the photographs and X-rays dangerously lends
creditability to their hints and allegations. Such hints have

. been made, for examp]e by Mark Lane in his speechs” (ﬂccoruLng
to Llebe_er), by Richard Popkins in his book, "The Second * ™
Oswald", and by Barbara Garson in a play *lreacy published and
due to be shown in New York City, ''MacBird". The play has
been favorably reviewed by Dwight MacDonald in the New York
Review of Books (although he disclaims any agreement with this
particular aspect of it) and by Robert Brustein in the New .-
York Times (who failed to mention this aspect). 3

L1

1

Richard Billings of Life Magazine talked extensively with
Liebeler and also with Arlen Specter another Assistant Counsel,
prior to LiFe 5 beginning its current series on the Warren
Report. Licbeler arpued with Billings that Life should not
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print Covernor Connally's story without also asling him
questions designed to elicit the other glde of the iegsues on
which he disapreed with the Commission. “Liebeler argued that
putting out Conmnally's story "as is" would have the effect of
freezing him to it, whether or not it wis Lruce. Jut BLillings
refused because, he said, Counally had conscented to be inter-
viewed only on condition that he be asked only such questions
as he approved and not be cross-examined. When Liebeler
remonstrated that Life had a'responsibility not to publish
under such onc-sided conditions, Billingsfrepligd‘in,eﬁfect,(

"That's publishing business'.

Sunday, November 20, Liebeler talked with Edward Jay :
Epstein, the author of the book "Inquest", which is critical

of the Report. Epstein now feels satisfied on all issues raised

i N

in his book except those connected with the autopsy X-rays -
and photographs. He still believes that they should be examined
by an independent group of Pathologists. If they are so
examined, and if the group contains a man acceptable to him, -,
and if the result is to confirm the Commission's findings,
Epstein will publicly state his satisfaction with the Report --
in effect, he will publicly repudiate the doubts and suspicions
he himself cast in his book. And he will join with Liebeler
and others in defending the Report against Lane, who Epstein now
is convinced is unscrupulous and dangerous. ; -

Liebeler, Bert Griffin and Arlen Specter, the three
Assistant Counsel who have been most concerned with answering

public criticisms of' the Report, would be glad to talk any of
this over with you if you want them to. A
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“Houorahls Tarle Cabell
House of Ropresentatives -

3,
Waabington, D, ©. 20518

Dear Congressmen Cabell: ;

i v - i Thank you for your letior of Septomber 15 -, hE e
i Ll

!t

regnrdmg the disposition of the casket used to fransport " }’ 4

i
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Whehington, 0.E, 20515 | PERmvesscarTiny

Septembor 13, 1965°
l. o'
The Honorable Nicholas deH, Katzenbach ' A
The Atlorney Gonernd of Lho Unlted Stoles '
Department of Justico
Washington, D, C,

Dear Mr. Attorney General:

With the passape of H. R. 9545, and the anticipated subsequont passage of
a similar measure by the Senate, a matter presents itaelf to which I would
draw 'your attention,

Among the articles involved in the incident of November 22, 1963, and which
hag previously not recoived too much attention, is the casket in which the
body of the lato President waa trunsported to Uashington. . Inasmuch as the
family of the lato President (Proaident Kennedy) did not aco £it to uae
this particular casket in the ultimate intorment of the body, this casket
has subsequently boeome surplus,

It is an extremely handsome, exponsive, nall bronze, silk-lined casket and,
fortunately, and properly, was paid for by the General Services Adminiatra-
tion, and presently is in the possession of GSA.

This item has absolutely no more historleal significance than does the plas-
tic matiress cover in which the body was encased for shipment {rom Dallas %o
Washingrton, but does have n. valpe for the morbidly ecurious. And I believe
that I am corrcet in stating that this morbid curiosity is that which we

all seek to stop. ;

I, therefore, would like %0 recommend to you that this casket, now in the
possession ol the G3A, ba declared the proper property of the USA and, as
such and in keeping with the bast interest of the country, be destroyed.
I believe that the Administrator of GSA and others involved will concur in
this recommendation. :

Thanking you for your ecarnost censideration of Lhia matter, I am

wpoctiully W
_425_6::3251
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Mr. Gordon Chase in Mr. Bundy's office questioned me this morning in my
office concerning the relatjive pesition of the Physician to the President in

the movements of the President. This inquiry was part of a background in-
vestigation for Mr. Bundy who is a member of the committece checking on

the findings of the Warren Cominission with Mr. Dillon. The ralative posi=
tion of the Physician to the President in my estimation shouldbe in closest
proximity aa feasible, Theorctically, possibly riding the Presidential vehicle
would be best, The only feasible place for this would be in the front seat be-
tweén the driver and the Secrot Sorvice man., The medleal bages would have to
be carried in that immediate vicinity and could not be Put in the trunk due to
the fact of the cifficulty of getting into the trunk due to the fact of thae difficulty
of getting into the trunk at the time of emergency. The second area to be con-

November 19,

sidered would he riding permaneatly in the {ollow-up car. However, there

again the only logical seating position would be in the front seat between the
driver and the Secret Service man, However, the rear seat middle position
could be used. Positioning in the follow-up car results in over-crowding as
there are an average of 8 to 9 Becret Service people in this car on most move-
ments. The most logical pas itioning would be a car specifically designated
for this purpoac to be. a part of the motorcade which travels with the President
on all movements and all eémergency movements. This & ould be immediately
behind the follow-up car. This should have a White House Secret Service
iriver who would know and fully understand the necessity for the movement
with the Prenident in case of any 'emergency. It should be clearly understood
by all people concerned including the local police coverage that the first three
cars in the motorcade are to be considered as one in case of any emergency
movement and should move without any interference. Also, that any local
police car should follow the physician's car. The President's Physician should
not be in a car with the local police unless this is absolutely unavoidable as
many times they are under the direction of the local police and not under the

.direction of the Secret Service who are running the motorcade and the car might

be diverted or might bg held up as it has been on occasion. On someé occasions
L, as Physician to the President, have ridden the lead car which is usually

from 50 to 60 feet in advance of the President's car, This is not as advantageous
"as immediately following the Secret Service car because of the danger of people

intervening between his car and the Presidential motorcade, g
During the recent campaign activity I was able to maintain this position in the
motorcade only by forceful action on my part, On numerous occasions I had

to demand a place in the car immediately following the SEcret Service car
which was that of the local police enforcpment agoncy

B . ,:c_/.,,.,.m,iﬁ,/é Ronts

Burkley, M.D. . \%
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