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Dr, Jomma U, Rhoads, archivist
sational Archiveek
Washingston, D.U. 20408

Dear Dr. Rhonds,

Hew medical problems diagnosed last year have reduced py cansabilities still more.
There is much that 1 have not been able to find and file, When I can, howover, I do
try to file the mccumuletion. Tedsy I found the lettsr Mr., 0'leill wrote me wnder date
of dowvember 15,1977. attached to it is Lonator Schweiker's liovember 19,1975 letter to
you. It is a poor copy on which most of what was written by hand cannot be zade out.

i would ap.r-ciate a logible copy.

I believe sowme of my lotters have received no recponse. I reeall oue in which I
asked you if the names of defwetors vou sadd you hed to protect in the Januvary 21,1964
Warren Cosmipzion executive sagaion transoript had not in fect been relcased by the Cla.
I would appreciate it if all such old malters that are without responpe would not be
respouded to,

¥ith regard to defectors you cdaimed you had to protect the FEI has now joined the
Lli in releasing records relating to them, without withholding their namcs and other
infornation about them, including what would be described as of a personal nature, I
an sure you are awure of what the attorney “imeral hes held to be policy now with
regard to the privacy exemption in historic 1 cases.

Onu exsmple of these FUI mleases is a Rosen to Delmont mesmo of 11/23/65. In it
liberp Picciardelli, Hobert E. Webster ani Richolas Petrulli sre identified and doscribed.
Oiher Fil procords indicete a seurch for and intervli ws with these ran ircediate after
the karron Coumission cxecutive seasion of January 21, 4 delay of wor: than two monthas
in thy FEI's mearch for them togothsr with that poarch coinciding in tize with this
Comrimsion mession strongly suggost that these are asong the nomes you elaimed you
had to withhold and thiis had to withhold that ¢ranscript froo ue.

Your representations vwith regard to Fr. Nosenko ani the “une 23 irapscript wers
esven stronger. e was, I was told, in danger of being assassinated if anything azout
bhim or bhis whoresbouls became knowne

Fow it is known that he was interviewed by Edward J. Epstedn who, by the nost
reparkable of coincidence:r, writes what the CIa likes to have written and im a project
published accounts of which say it involveas a holi-sillion dollara ani a very large
effort by thu Hesdere Digest. ilsc no doubt coineidence is the fmet that the project
director on thia publishing operction is John Barron, to whom the FBL end CIA lesked
extensively for hi: book XGB. That book disclosea that cr, Losenko wus interviewed by
&p, Bar-on snd that just about all the hug:isn defectors were in comcamication with
him and he in oorreepoudsnce with them,

The claime noed for protoction se ms to be invoked selectively - not wbth those
vwhose writing is like by thosc officials who withhold from me.

Tondght's Star reporta that Epstein also had access to 10,000 recerds clas:=ified
secret. I'd be surprised 4f any one of those pages ie not within ny regusets under FOIA
that romain without response,

If you have forgottea, this rélatec to current litigation. I would appreciate hearing

from you about these withholdings as soon sz possible. If & reviow leads you io decide
to release thesc transcripts to me now I would sppreciate your phoning to let ze know
so I can arrange to give them to the press and to make myself available to respond to
any guestions about thom, .
Sinoerely, larold Weisbarg
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4 note 1 at-ched to the 0'leill letter says 1 sent you copies of it and the
a'tached Schweiker letter.
I don't know if you have checked tc se. which of the listed ducumcnts is available.
Some look familiar but if I have ther they are in the unfiled accumulation.
If you have them 1'a like to knos before I pay Archives' high rate for copicn.

I believe that having them will be of possible valus in litigation. It should
reflect that elassification and withholding werc not reslly Jjustified or necessary.

any accownt of the Epsteink bock can have the sume values. I1'm sure Jim will
glve the court that in tonighi's Star.

The combination of factors may lead toe government to release these transcripts.
If they do I will hold a press confercnce to give them away, as 1 bavedone on prior
occasions .ith other records. and I'1l send you & copy fro= which you can provide
coples to others who may want them.

In case we come to a bridge to croams.

Any roflection of access to records withheld fror the rost of us in the Epsteink
opus can ba of importance in freeiug other withheld records as well as in litigaidun,
s0 4+ hope thet when you read 44 you will kecp thir in mind and provide what you spot
to us 80 .im can use it. =

Jim s eurpriscd that no reporter has callid me to ask about the storics aboul “the
Epsteink theorizing, I'm not. 1 believe most will rucognize it as preposterous.

Jiw slso wentioned that Lifton hac phoned him se kiny & means of me sending these
60,000 pages out there bscuuse he can gzet 1,000 vages copied free each week, He said
that “ifton is io write further. Howsver, the notion appears ‘o me to bs lopractical.
Mot only is the packeging and shipping outside my capabilities, it would take more than
a year. And nobody else would have acves for that period.

Lven for uifton this geems pretiy extreme, “ar he flipred out azain?

e ia copable of all sorte of wildness. if you d=tect any I trust you will be wil.ing

to let it be known that before * obimined these records, before mny wers rulessed aside

{ron the three volun:s you reckdved that I did not them know about, I toox ths initiative

with others, includin; you, seeking esupport in the legal effort and an arrangesent under
which copies could be made for those wanting them while the records were still in D.C,

This may not be what scmc othera would like to belleve put you know 4t i= true.
There is precedent in my gettins the Texas records st the “ibrary of Congroas and other
such deposiis around and with other things, I think your ONI mircofilzm and the 1972
Archivos releases,

If they dacide to Just give me these rwxwrdw trenscripis, which would not be pru—
cedent, perhaps it would be easier if I let the AIB mske its own coples snd then forward
the one I'd be giving you?

Sincerely,

B




