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MU history professor
digging through files
of Hoover, Zablocki

By PATRICK JASPERSE
©1891, The Milwaukee Joumnal

The documents also show that
t.hel-'-'Blmveda_lnnluablcpoliti-

cal resource in Johnson's 1964 -
presidential campaign, because .
distrusted

Johnson
er holdovers from the administra-
tion of John F. Kéiinedy, who was
assassinated in November 1963.
Arthur Schlesinger Jr., an aide
to John F. , said in a
recent interview with The Journal
that he.was not surprised that J.

Corbin and oth-

5 . e P rmckg
tion to Johnson. .
“Hoover hated Robert Kennedy
and Johnson was delighted to get
the information,” said s
who now is a historian at City
University of New York.

Documents from Zablocki's ar-

information on suspected commu- of

nist activities in Hollywood in
1947,

Documents trace smear

er at the suggestion of an aide to
former' Wisconsin ‘Sen. Joseph R

Leahy, ob-

& Stephen
tained the FBI records about Cor-

bin through the Freedom of
Information Act and Zablocki's
files in archives at Mamquette Uni-
versity. i .
Most of those involved in the
political maneuvering have died,
including Corbin, Zablocki, John-.
son, Hoover and the Kennedys.
Corbin, who was from' Janes- |
ville, worked in John'F. Kennedy's {

" 1960 presidential campaign. US

Atty. Gen. Robert Kennedy landed
Corbin a job as top aide to John M.
Bailey, then the Democratic na-
tional chairman.
Zablocki was “unhappy it
wasn't one of his men being ap-
pointed” and tried to get Corbin
removed, Theoharis said.
Zablocki obtained a 1959 confi-

- dential FBI report on Corbin alleg-

ing he was active in radical labor
groups in the 1940s and was a
dues-paying, card-carrying member
the Communist Party in the
'40s. The FBI report is in Za-
blocki's files, along with an Aug.
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mfonnauan in the Zablocki memo. -
.. ‘Theoharig believes that Zablocld

waslhchoumof;hcmformnnon *

and the object was to smear Cor-
‘bin. Two days after the story, Za-
‘blocki called for Corbm s ﬁnns

A September 1961 letlerﬁom

Zablocki to Kerstein said: “I must |

say that when .
.you start upon,
con ‘m’ pro_pect,' bt
you~ dre really
thorough! More

ments as you ' ;
know- exactly . 3
vwhere I stand on Kmm
this issue.”

An October letter to an!odu
from Kerstein said: “I'll keep you
informed on whatever .additional
information I am able to-acquire

.,pn my amgnm?lt r*ard.mg Paul ~

Kcrslcmn. retired and lives in
HalesCommHemdmnlhewas
assigned to the story by an editor
who. received ‘a tip about Corbin.
Kerstein said he did not know the
source of the tip. He said Zablocki
was not the source for the initial

though Zablocki provided i
mnuonforhlqmﬁumCor-

Znhlod:f'n 'mauve was
tion “to communists being in the
Democratic Party,” Kerstein said.

The Journal stories and Za-
blocki's ‘continuing complaints
about Corbin prompted the House
Committee on Un-American Ac-
tivities to hold hearings on Corbin,
records show,

Kerstein was one of the witness-
es who testified about Corbin's al-
leged Communist Party activities,
llcgeé}tcin testified in November
. Corblfi said at the timé that he
had never beeri @ communist,
several committee witnesses testi-
fied that Corbin was active in the
Communist Party in the 1940s.

The committee reached no con-
clusion, and Corbin retained his
Committee,

FBI records indicate the agency
again provided information about

‘activities’:in’ ‘Wisconsin"'in. the’ -J
371940s; ind’ odntained miuch oftlle

but

job with the Democratic National -

Corbin and other Kennedy aides,
“this time .in 11964 to Président © .

ohnson

Johnson distrusted Cofbin and  * through

sevcrul other former advisers to
John F. Kennedy. Johnson be-
lieved them to be loyal to rival
Democrat Robert Kennedy.

A January 1964 memo to Hoo-
ver from oné of his top aides, -

' job. .
Oorbmwufomedomofhhpb

with the Democratic National .

Committee in February 1964.- A

memo to Hoover from De Loach g - -

month later indicated that informa-
tion “specifically furnished at the
direction of the president™ got Cor-
bmnndanotherDanmncade
er fired.

Another March 1964 memo to
Hoover from De Loach said the

FBI also gave Johnson information

about several other former Kenne-

dy aides — including press secre-.
taryPlerrcSalmw — whom John- ° j

ARQUETTE PROFESSOR Athan Theoharis is doing research ror a book i
to be titled “The Secret Files of J. Edgar Hoover.” ..

dent. “While ‘'some people may -,

think it's political, other le

L

ly wasn't non-polmu.l at all, and
Johnson wanted it that way,”
Schlesinger




‘Corbin described as a wild card,

Paul Corbln was an’ mtell:sent. s
aumsslvc. -‘opportunistic political

operative ‘whose ‘associates” na.ngad
from Sen. Joseph'R.: McCarthy to
President John F..Kennedy to CIA .-

New Republic, printed shortly after
. Corbin's death at 75 last year, said:
“For more than 30 years, Corbin
" operated as the wild card of Ameri-

.-can politics, behmd!hgmsmd

Director William Casey, according- ,;-at the margins.

to those -who
knew Corbin. .

“Corbin was
a totally uncon-:
trolled missile’
and ‘sort of an”
entcrtumng

Yoarnal o -.Coms-. . - Sates in1936 and settiéd inTanes- -

Schlesinger ~ * iy
was an aide to John F, K:nncdy
and wrote a Pulitzer Prize-winning
book about the slain president. He

also wrote a biography of Robert . sa
Kenned nndnowsahlslonanat

City Un}‘vcnity of New York. “!

A January 1964 memo to for-
mer FBI Director J:)Edgar Hoover
from Cartha De Loach,'a top-Hoo-
ver aide, described ‘Corbin as “the
former member of the Communist
Party in Wisconsin who has quite a
big mouth and throws his wmght
around ¢onsiderably.” 1+ - .

An nrucle by Kcn Bodc in Thc

“With his tailored suits, broad-

“brimmed fedoras, raspy voice and
unparalleled nerve, Corbin was the
- Billy Martin of. politics, not be-

cause he was a brawler, but be-

* cause, like the spiky Martin, where
"Oorbmwent,havocwassmem'
‘w-‘follm_v"wmteBode,afonnerNBC

3

'Corbin, who was boi iff Cin: e

da; immigrated to, tp‘q'-"n Unit

~ville., For a time, he was a business
- partner in ‘a flag-selling business

. ' with Wisconsin Sen. Joseph R. Mc-
Carthy. the -anti-<communist; cru- 5 3

FBI Frecords -and Muwaukéa

: Journal stories alleged that Corbin,

wasactwem&eOommunmPany

of Wisconsin in the lNOs“somc— .

thing Corbin denied. -’

In 1960, Corbin worked in Joh.n
F. Kennedys presidential cam-
paign and afterward was hired as a
stafl member at the Democratic
National Committee, where he

_served as Atty. Gen. Robeﬂ_.l(_en-

deﬁnrtc. : €

‘.-.“earsandey&, ammdmg

toBodé‘
Roben Kcnnedy bwlme Cur--
in's godfathe{wben Corhm con-

‘mtedto

thoticism. .
“President* ‘Lypdon Johnson
forced Corbin out- of the. Demo-
cratic National Cormittee job in
1964 after Corbin worked m the
New Hampshire primary to pro-
mote a movement to draft Robert
Kennedy for vice president. L
After Robert Kennedy was as-_
sasmated in 1968, Corbin beump i
the curator of the Country Music
Wax Museum in, Nashvme. Tenn.

Cmbmanamehstmrﬁ:edn}
ter the l980prmdm¥decuod¢

' i

" A 1984 House subcommmeb'
that investigated the matter mndl
testimony that Corbin had given
the book to the Reagan campaign
was credible, but not absulutdy

" o —

In 1964, Atty.

Gen. Robert Kenned chats
with US Rep. Clement J. Zablockl (yseﬂmd from
right) and Wisconsin Gov.. John Reynolds (third
from right) at the Jefferson Hotel in Atiantic City.

‘ . = Joumal fiie photo
Reynolds later was appointed a federal judge and
Is now on senlor status as a federal judge in the
Eastem District of Wisconsin. Kennedy was assas-
sinated in 1968 and Zablocki died in 1983. '
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