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SUlJf-CT ASSASSINATION OF DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING

- In memorandum from Blshop to DeL
. was stated that Bill King in the Information Office
. l.!u stice advised Bishop on 6-24-70 that the Departr.
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would not be possible for the Government to succes

= | civil action by Harold Welsberg agalnst the Depart:
s~ of the documents which Welsberg 18 seeking to sec
f . ment, and coples of these documents were, accord
yo Welsberg by the Department. King also advised th:

6-24-70, The Director has Inquired "Did you get =
from Dept confirming conversation King had with y

| ;o \wa.a going to release these documents to the press

o

., For the information of the Director,
been recelved from the Department to the effect th:
would not be possible for the Government to succe:

{ action by Welisberg against the Department for the

ments in question, or that these documents were,
\ Welsberg, The first notice that the Bureau had of
.- | King telephoned Bishop at approximately 11:50 a, r
”,s time King also stated that the Department was relc
‘,:“?.T
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st |documents to the press at 3:00 p, m, on 6-24- 70. .
- \ 6-24-70 furnished Blshop copies of the documents!
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examinations, etc,

i : By memorandum ot April 30th the Direc
that the determination as to the release of the perti.
the provihce of the Department of Justice and the F.

Statute,
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SUBJECT ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIH LUTHER K]NG

S "o By way of background on 4/27/70 Ass!
i o Wllliam Ruckelshaus, Civil Division, Department ¢
.- Director that Harold Weisberg, the author of the bx
s Whitewash I has filed a civil action agafnst the )
Department of State demanding coples of aH the P
: .‘;.-.:ﬁ;aa'-‘. in the extradition in the James Earl Ray matter, 7
.. |in the extradition proceedings against James Earl
# % |thereafter returned to the State Department and we.
' Included in the documents
of affidavits of FBI Agents, affidavits covering fing.
Ruckelshaus asked if the relea:
Welsberg would 1n any way prejudice the work of th TBL Ttis noted that
.. | Welsberg 18 an author who has been extremely crit’
‘| Service and other police agencies in books which he
assasgination of President Kennedy.

.. oIt was suggested, however, that the Civil Divisfon ¢
7 j_,., Rights Divislon of the Department on this matter si. __ Federal process was
-+ |still outstanding aga{nst Ray charging a violation of . Federal Civu Rights

The Bureau 18 in possession of a copy o

from Jerris Leonard, Assistant Attorney General,
ckelshaus stating that any release of any lnIormat a in the files pertaining
the hwestigatlon regardlng James Earl Ray woulc : inimicable to the
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach™  ~

Re: "Assassination of Dr. .Mart.ln Tuther King
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1:;— #*On 6/24/70 Bill King in the Informatfon
s ustice,. advised that the Departmept subsequently
1{#’: bo possible for-the Government to successfully del.
l Welsberg against the Department for the release o.
.~ |advised that in view of the fact that the Department
757 |to Welsberg the Department did not wish Welsberg

possession of the documents and, accordingly, hac
pies avatlable to the press and others who might

- " ithat the documents to be released consist of appro:
ey Lo;amdavlta, autopsy reports, affidavits with rega
“4f¥z v \and ballistics tests, and coples of other document:
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nished the attached set of the documents being rele
documents will be released.to the press at 3 p.m,
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\\with the assassination of Martin Luther King. At.

bognad The General Investigative Division has
iy “ above information, -
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Accordingly, coples of these documents were furni..
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