dd’s

Records: Paying
tribute to Ellington

NBC narrowly wins
weekly ratings race

Dan DeLillo at his home in New York.

Don Delillo,

By Jim Naughton
Washington Prat Staff Weiter

BRONXVILLE, N.Y.—The back
yard Is green in the sun, bordered by
small pmes and climbing plants, a
lush small space invaded by light.
Don DeLillo carries two low-backed
lawn chairs into a tiny triangle of
shade and sets them beside a metal
table, He is an urban dweller by tem-
perament, but the New York City
real estate market and his wife’s yen
for a garden persuaded him to buy a
home in this quiet Westchester
County suburb six years ago. The
morning reverberates with hammer
blows as work continues on the De-
Lilles' new porch. Thirty-five years
ago in the Bronx he lived in the same
neighborhood as a 13-year-old tru-
ant named Lee Oswald. They never
met.

I studied patterns of coinci-
dence,” Ferrie suid to Lee. “Coinci-
dence is a scince wailing lo be dis
conered. How \patterns emerge

oulside the bounds of cause and ef
Jeck®
Del.iﬂu.nmyeunuvelm
a _bank the morning

Eﬂﬂﬁuﬁf to lhe world. "I
overlm:dauuunymuthpun-
dent had just been shot in Dallas,” he
says. How strangely easy to have a
say over men and events. Twenty-
five years later he still counts him-
self among the haunted.

*] think that what's been missing
since the assassination is a sense of
coherent reality,” DeLillo says. “We
seem to have entered a world of ran-
domness, confusion, even chaos,
We're not agreed on the number of
gunmen, the number of shots, the

presiden
body, the size and shape of the
wounds.

‘And, beyond this, I think we have
developed a sense of the secret ma-
lation of history: dc lost
ordesmyed official records sealed
for 50 or 75 years, a number of ex-

ught in History's Irap

The ‘Libra’ Author, Striving to Balance Meaning and Randomness in the Assasmnatmn of JFK

tremely suggestive murders and sui-
cides.”

DeLillo plunges readers into this
miasma in “Libra,” the ninth and
mast ambitious of his richly praised
novels. The book is a meditation an
Oswald’s inner life, on the nature of
secrets and conspiracies, on the jolt-
ing power of coincidence and the
limits of human perception.

The 53-year-old novelist recross-
es his lawn, ducks into a darkened
kitchen and emerges with two glass-
es of ice water. He wears khaki
pants and a quet plaid shirt, the
fashions of a man who wishes not to
call attention to himself. Large,
brown-rimmed glasses soften his
features, making him seem gentler
than the person who peers from his
book jackets, but no less grave. That
impression i3 reinforced by a soft,
steady voice and an aversion to chat-
ting about his personal life.

"You might say there is a sense in
which fiction rescues history from

See DELILLO, C2, Col 1

Lee Harvey Oswald in his back yard in Dallas in April 1963.
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