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of Don Del.illo — whispered secrets, hid-
cabals, In his compelling new novel, Libro,
DeLillo wades imo the ination of

- SUMMER BEOOKS

e could almost saste it, fike a toy you
put i youer mouth when you are lictle.

John F, Kennedy, that muddy watershed
in our nation’s psychic history and the hap-
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10 COnSpIracy.

There Is, of course, something fishy
about writing a book for the 25th anniver-
sary of a murder, but DeLillo’s
desire to make a sensation has not
jed him 1o dilute his disquieting vi-
sions. drawn from fact,

finest and most lacerating work),
this non-fiction novel shows its 51-
ye;lroldlmharwbtlnhilauﬁw

prime.

Lee Oswald is DeLillo's mormal,
guilty anti-hero, and the book tkes
ins vitle from his zodiac sign, Libm
(The Balance). One may sense an
i for the hisorcal

that created those “sit point nine
seconds of heat and light™ oo that

ekl i the

moved to Jowa Ciry and lived to be a hun-
dred.” Endowed with years af historical

poctive, Bexch's jutions give
DelLillo the chance t riff on some of his
story’s cultural meanings:

“AFTER OSWALD,” BEANCH THINKS,
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“men in A are no longer ]
lead lives of quiet desperation. You apply

for & credit card, buy & handgun, tavel
theough._cites, suburbs and_shoppi

malls, anonymous, snonymous, loaking
for a chance t take a shot at the first puffy

prose remains
bly his own, as hard and bright as

orable in their daring — his

, however, isn't always called for,
and DeLillo’s style can fall into mannerism
(he's hooked on jarring one-sentence pars-
graphs: ** “Natures spelled backwards,’

JOYCE RAVID




DelLlllo

coRTINUND FRom paGHE 18

DeLillo i not (as they say in soccer a.
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and metaphysical quests his novels
::l?nmd:ﬂvuanmfrum-ﬂﬁtcm

Delﬂlnsmkuﬁ'nmﬂmjdﬂ;luluun-
deniable the reason is this sim-
ple: He's not quite able to get out of his
own clever head (3 problem a lot of us
have),

N LIE OSWALD, DolLILLO HAS FOUND A

Despite the swagger and variery of his i : i ) b

prose, despite the gemuinely dreadful fitting object and the novel just can't pro- * spots. Not only does his story an  dysl p d and violent toward
themes he addresses, his novels sound just  duce it. — everybody over 35 his wife, proves a surprisingly

a bit They feal The touch here is The Names, he will mke notice at a chapter called  hero, DeLillo wisely makes no anempt 10
tinny. great ambitious failure at the heart of “‘November 22 — but Oswald is himself  explain him away

' shows how he's driven by his soul’s aimless

THERE'S

A NEW CHOICE
IN THE VALLEY

Until now, paopla living in the San Femando Valley had limited choice if
they wanled adoctor with in-depth experience in evaluating and treating

AIDS/ARC.

But now, all that has changed. A group of doctors who have specialized
in the treatment of this disease sinca its discovery has opened offices in
the San Fernando Valley, ‘
Tha staif has heiped develop innovative AIDS treatment since 1881 and
has baen instrumental in pioneering many alternative treatment
programs in the field.

If you seek expert,

caring,
ment or evaluation, call (818) 769-6081.
The choice is yours.

comprehensive and confidential treat-
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And here, DeLillo suggests, is where fic-
tion comes in: It confers on events a saving
"It takes stores to fill out a life,""
says Oswald's mother Marguerite, an in-
veterate prattier who this time speaks tru-
ly. It does take stories to fiil ourt a life, 0
carry her son's life from barren factuality

human signil
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