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lessrc. Criffin and Slawson &né I raise Questions covering . '«

= the palmprint walch Lt. Day of the Lallas Zolice Doparsmcont testim
e Zied ne lifted f£rea the underside of the barrel of the X-1 rifle i
5 on November 22, 1293, Tuit sLory is set forth on pages 7-10 of the '
E vroposed fimal draft of Chapter IV ol the Repase, copies of wnich .
' . cra sttached. ’ ..

caal invas:¢~a.zon ta conducted 8 . s
v thot the palmprint was &ctually
. a2y has test.z.cd. * The on.y evidence
" we preseasly hive oa tiat print is the testimony of Lz. Doy himsolif, ~

Tie has statod thae altheouga he lilfted the y-.m,.¢1: oa Novcmber 22, -
AL 1633, he &il wos provide & €oLy oi the 1if: to the FOI wncll
S 3 Novaenter 20, 18563 (9 1 26C-5 ..) Ne siso testl fied that &iter the,

.l

) Ve sugpeet that addit
e . Gotormine with greater cerial
lifted frcem the rifle as Lt

<
r's
ne
L2
-
t-

:I.

be

rs

cs
2! ‘ 123: he Yeould £till sse tyaces of tie print under tho barsel and
. ‘ wos coiay o tI¥y TO use photography to nz off or bring cut & | -
o boster nring.’ Mr, Latonz of the TLZ .c: {%ied with Tecpect to
tac 1122 of the palmpring, that Yevidently the 1iftizg kad becn s0 .. .
e ccuplese thot thera wae nothing left to show any marking on the gua .
itzalf ps o the existence o0f such--2ven an atteapt ou is past of . -

anyone cise to procecs the rifia" (Jd. at 24). e .
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. .Glitional problems are zalsed py the fact thets . .

~ 1) M=, Latona testified that the poor finish of the X-1
sifla wodo it absordent &nd not conducive to getting a good pring;

© 2) Roas of the other prints on the xifle could be idantitzat
paccuso they ware of such poor quaiity;

2) The other primts on the rifle were protected by cellophane
; . while the aves vhere tac n-xr-‘xu» Lzd boen lifted was not, avel

P though Le. L2y costified that efter the 1ift the ﬂ[;nlm/ pcias ea ¢
5 oud ves whai= dect Lo, svilil "»m—-”ca ca thers,” wnhex he was cskol © s

LI Wiy ac kel not releazed tha LiIT to the I on havcmbo* 22, 1963. :Q s ey e
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e should review tiic sbove circumsiances at cur coniecrcence

with Amcnt Latons and Inspector Malley. The configuratioa ol the
2ulm print should be revicwed to determaine, if poszible, whetier
or nct it was reraoved from & cylindriczl surfzce. The possibility
ot the paim print or evideace of the lift was desiroyed whilc Was :
rillie wos in transit should be reviewed with them. The exac

conditicn of the rifle &t e time it was turrned over to the F&
D:allas ofiice should be ascertuined. Agat Latonz should be askad
if he czn think of any explanadon for the apparent conflict in the
cbove testimony. ; :

.

Ve should alsc:

cteriiine whether or rot Li. Day had assistance whan
2 werked with the prints on the rifle. If he did, we

saculd obzam staieraents fzors those who a2ssisted nim.
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2) Lti.Dzy should be asked why he prescrvad the fingerprixs
on the rifle, which were not sufficiently claar to make
posisive iduntificeticn, and yet cid not preserve the palm print, which
was clear sucegn for Wit purposc.. ,
. Day should also bs asked wiy ha removed caly the
DL yrlﬁi aacl ghould b'- ques...oned azain concerr.mg his -
t he sow e pelm prn. s:ill on the rifle after he
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£y t. Doy saculd be asked if he tock any pkotographs of

se palm print cn thic wifle afier the Lft., He mey have .
Cone 50, sinCé Lo Gid paciojTopa the less valuable fingerprints, and N
£.o pa.ta priat on the rifls, according to mis testimony, was still the

Whast bet' for identificziion. Itis also significant that Lt. Day stated

ST e wos '-'o;ng to atieragt to got & better print through use of
photograzay. ‘ e
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