SAN  JOSE, . Calif.—A-
gainst - the backdrop of
hatred and violence perva-

sivé \in' s0. ‘many areas.of -

American life, what the can-

didates are saying in the

marathon primaries sounds
like the echo of a polite de-
bate out of another and hap-
pier era. Here in a small
courtroom in the Civie Cen-

- ter, under virilant security,
is a“focus of the wviolent"

scene,
Around the trial of An-

‘gela Davis are all the fierce

winds of contention. The
quiet of the courtroom is
the eye of the storm. The
tall; slender defendant with
the big bushy afro is helping
to conduct her own defense
with. a detached concentra-
tion as though she were lec:
turing to one of the philoso-
phy classes she taught -at
the University of California
in San Diego.. -

She * might be unaware‘

that she has become a world
figure and that millions ev-
erywhere follow. the drama
in the courtroom. Some-
where at this moment, given
the time changes around the

globe, speakers-in a ‘ha'f- .-

dozen - languages  are ' de-

‘manding freedom for An-

gela. Banners that say “Free
Angela” are held up in an
alien sun infinitely remote

from - the .depersonalized
- modern setting of San Jose’s. - .

Civic. Center. :

The charge of murder
came out of a crime shock-
ing in its horror even in this
age of violence. Hostages
taken at gun point out of a
courtroom in San Rafael
were shot within minutes
after being forced into an
escape van. One was Harold
Haley, -the trial judge, who
had his- faee blown off from
a gun strapped to his jaw.
Another: was Assistant Dis-
trict Attorney Gary Thomas;
left paralyzed for life.

What gives the episode a
weird unreality is the plot
of the kidnapers. They ap-
parently believed they could
flee the- 30 miles from San
Rafael to the San Francisco
Airport with their hostages
and hijack a plane to Cuba

Judlmal System

 Op Trial Again- -

“-the’ dilemma of the prosecu:
. tion"and.the authoritiegire-.2}
- sponsible for the trial.. The 1~

" after a long trial in wluch ;

0r some  other Commumst
haven.

Miss Davis 1s accused of
buying the guns as an acces-
-sory to murder. At the start
;of the trial she admitted to

-"shaving bought guns for, she

said, her own" protection. -

:7The prosecution must prove
-the- motive. Relying largely
“on circumstantial evidence,
this will be difficult.
THE LINE between the
~‘orderly working of the judi-

cial” systenf and ‘a test -of -
wills in a political contest is

defense, . not . only-in  the ._I,
courtrooin but aroand’ the'§
world, is determined to
show that because Miss
Davis is a Communist, a rev-
olution: and. a black, she

--is the victim of savage per-

secution.
A series of trials of blacks |

‘with similar political over-

tones is ‘an’ answer -fo thi§
charge. The - latest “was .the. .
acquittal of twao of the Sole:
dad ' Brothers,” John'-Clutch:

* - ette..and " Fleeta : Drumgeysy

standing trial: for the brutal. ,,
murder of a guard at’ Sole-

++“dad. Prison. “Three Soledad™

Brothers were killed -in thg'”
San Rafael -escape plot and .

- linked 'with-* the -'-'An
. Davis drama. . Ly S

With the- acqulttal verdic

sible delaymg tactie, Judg
S.- Lee Varvuris ‘said: “Most

: of-you have doubted the sys-

The -12 -jurors have spokem:” -
It was an all-whlte jury as is
the Angela Davis jury.
Huey Newton the’ Black
Panther - leader, ‘was iried:"-

. three times in. Oaldand and
each. time. a jury failed to..

around the . country. Re. ~

cently he visited Pexing as

_an honored guest of the Peo-

ples Republic of China.
-Bobby - Seale was freed

" after a léngthy-trial in New

Haven, Conn, He had been

" charged: with: therdeath’ of
- fellow Black Panther; tum
“informant.  This was &’

.brated. case accenmated

: Judzes sthe'Sele- -
L4~ TRrothers ° trial, “they.
show - that -justice  can -het
done however harﬂed and
tortured the, process. .
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