‘Miss Davis, an avowed Com-

Lawyer UnitF undsi

4id

Angela Davis

1 By & Washington Post Staff Writer

i
i
i

ATLAN A, Aug. T — Charg-|cials, the news media, and

_ ing that a “repressive grand other nonjudicial forces to the

jury - system” denied Angela|extent that a fair and impar-;

Davis her constitutional rights,|tial trial is vu'tually impossi-
|

the National Bar Association ble”

(NBA) pledged $2,500 to her|
defense today.

The predominately black as-
sociation of judges, lawyers,
and law professors ended its:
46th - annual meeting here
after declaring that =~ Miss:
Davis, accused of murder and |
conspiracy in the death of a-

.California judge, “had - been

The NBA said it would “de-.

'mand an unbiased, impartial'
observance of the law and|
rules of practice” in the case!
of Miss Davis, due to go on!
trial in Marin County, Calif.,'
in the fall. Miss Davis is ac-i
cused in the murder of Judge.
Harold Haley of San Rafael.'
He was Kkilled in a kidnap at

held in pre‘trial detention “for tempt last August.

an unprecedenned perlod of
time.”

Condemning ) Cahformas
handling of the case involving

munist and former philosophy
professor at University of Cal-
ifornia at Los Angeles, the Na-
tional Bar called her case “an-
other fine example of the dual
system of justice that has per:
meated criminal jurisprudence
in this country.”

NBA also asserted that Miss
Davis “has been adversely pre-
judged by high public offi-

The Judicial Council, a new,
organization of judges
founded at the NBA conven-
tion this year, elected Detroit
Recorders Court Judge!
George W. Crockett Jr. as its
first chairman and two Wash-,
ington, D.C., judges to leader-
ship positions,

- They are Superior Court
Judges William S. Thompson,;
Treasurer, and Harry T. Alex-
ander, a member of the 17
member executive board. :

The Judicial Council will
meet next month to formulate
its plans, but it has already de-
cided to seek an early meeting
with President Nixon to im-
press upon him the determina-
tion of the black legal commu-
nity to work for the appoint-
ment of more black federal
judges, particularly in the
South, where no blacks now:
serve. i

James Cobb, a Washington
lawyer, was installed as the
new president of the NBA, re-
placing Wayne County Circuit
Court Judge Edward F. Bell.

Judge Bell was praised as
“the man who brought NBA
kicking and screaming into
the second half of the 20th
century.”

Judge Bell's leadershlp is
credited for the formation of
the new Judicial Council.




