_in the courthouse-basement: -

:she.-hugged Kendra Alexan-‘
closest:|

Acqmtted

Angela .aVIS

By Saniord J: Ungar
: Wnshtnstnn Post Staf? Writer :

SAN JOSE Cahf June4-—Aj jury of seven women ‘and”

of

five men today acquitted: Angela Yvonne Davyis, 28, of
-murder, kidnapping ‘and ‘criminal conspiracy charges i
connection with the death of aNorthem Cahforma ]udge o

in August, -1970.

Miss Davis,  free ot\all cnmmal charges for ther fn'st

time in 22 months, sobbed yn-*
controllably as the: verdlct was,
announced: in-*:Santa:: Clara
County Superior Court: here
‘Flashing~ the - same.broad
smile " by . which : prosecution
witnesseés: said they had. jidenti.
fied her, Miss Davis later told
a newsﬂ co?ference “This i
dayof

o->warmly
embraced Miss ‘Davis, her fam-
- itly and friends in a press room

YL don’t-knew- how you held
up-through all this” said one
juror; - ‘Rosalie Frederick as|

. Mary M, ¢ T’mothy, the 51-'
year-old medical research-as-
sistant and mother of a consci-
entious - objeetor who  was
+ elected forewoman of the jury
described the 13 hours of de-
liberations - this way:  “We
talked for quite a while and
then voted,” -

She declined to provxde any
further description, saying,
“The details of what went on
in the jury room should re-
main with us.”

After choosmg to dehberate
on Sunday rather than attend
a picnic planned for them by
Jque Richard E. Arnason, the
jurors sent out a note late this
morning. - advising that they
had reached a verdict.

It took two hours, however,

~As. " court clerk Arthur
-t Vanek: réad “the “not ‘guilty”
|verdict on each of the three
counts “in’ :-the * indiétment
against Miss Davis, there were
gasps from the audxence, then

i and joyful shouts;’

" presided ‘over the . case, de:

. ;r;EDAVlS From Al
weeping, and ﬂnally, applause

- The nm‘se subsided after
Judge Amason angrily
scolded, -“I -will' not. tolerate
thig k.ind of- behavior in my
courtroom.” '

The ‘judge read“a quotation
from - English - author. G. K.
Chesterton on the value of the
jury SYStem and complimented
both ‘prosecution and defense
lawyers on- the job they had
done during the trial.:

Defense attorney’ Leo Bran-
ton, in turn, saluted ‘Arnason

; comment at

for :the manner in, which he

scribing it as “an: extreme
credit to the judiciary in this|
country.”

As soon; as the Jury had
filed out of the" courtroom
Miss Davis rushed to embrace
her parents, Frank and Sallye

Davis, -of Birmingham, Ala,,
her sister Fania Davis'Jordan,
24, and her brothers Ben 26,
and Reggie,; 21.. -

. A erowd -of: about 100 gath—
ered “outside a security fen_ce
in front of the courthouse ju-
bilantly - chanted, - “The. power
of the people set Angela free.”
" California -Assistant -Attor-
ney: General-Albert Harris Jr.,

chief ‘prosecutor -in -the case,
left by a back door, “I have no
_time,” he

said.

The mrors, ‘some o£ them
with:tears in:their eyes, -filed
inta. the press room as a group
and” insisted . there had: been
“nof:a:whisper”. of discussion
abonﬂ t.he, case ‘amopg :them

“They also- said they were to-
tally unaware of the hijacking
drama ;at the San Francisco
International . Airport . that
n&cht ‘when a huacker report-

2

sts,pavis and in addition to
the $500,000 he ‘got as Fansom

S L mmandeered Westem;

-youngest: jutorin- a criminal

triak:win . -California: -history;
elle Savage, : 21, a" San
Jose;clerk, repli 'only “Iam
S0 hervous. OB
The 'jurors: did"revea! that

. the‘selection 6t . Mrs. ‘Timothy

as: their:leader had been moti-
vated by something-of a wom-
en’s Hberationist sentiment. :
“L: was -‘nominated by a
man,” - Mrs,  Timothy - ex-|
plained, “with the féeling that
the” time had come - for a
woman to be-thé foreperson.”
As the-jurors left the press
room, -MissDavis and her sup-
porters. stood .in' a.receiving
line 'to express their gratitude
for, the' verdict.: They later in-
“vited :the jury- to: a=‘victory
celebration” at a nearby hotel.
Miss - Davis, “answering - re-
porters’ questions, said- she
had. not' yet decided whether
to try'to return to her. teach-
ing position in the philosophy
department at UCLA.
“Now: 1 can begin‘to make
some: - -decisions -.and .~ some
plans,” ‘she said, pointtng out
that ‘her own personal “secu-
rity” - may ‘be a “problem be-
cause - of . recent telephoned
threats on’her life. 5
‘Miss Davis declined to char-
acterize her trial as a “fair”
one, saying the “only fair trial
wouid ‘have been no trial.” -
‘Her sister, Mrs. Jordan, read
a statement from "the “Na-{
tional United Committee ' to
Free Angela Davis and All Po-




-litical’ Prisoners., Jdrisad, in
part:’
. “There never ‘was ‘a- legal
case.against-Angela Davis. But |
the political necessityfor such '
a trial - was® incontrovertible
for the: state ... We-think that
the -people:: have - taught the.
-government “of -the state -of
Califorma a lesson, But jus..
tice, real .Justice, will be done
‘of this
Reagan, |
Younger :.and Harris-q—are in-i
dicted’ and: convicted . .:.” !
ss Davis said that: she had
no more faith than ever in the
ameriean judicial system, but
stressed : that “she considered
“the: people who sat-as jurors.
not:part . of the. judicial sys-
tem; but .of the people.” .
Her mother - described ‘the
past 22- months “as "a “total
- mghtmare and said.the ver-
dxct toreshadows “freedom not

only for my daughter, but for

il the oppressed people of
this land.” -

The tnal had been’ expected
to take up-:to.six months—un-
til the defense rested its case
on May 24 after presenting
only three days of evidence. It
was the position of ‘Miss Dav-
is's. lawyers ‘that only-an “ab-
breviated” ‘defense was neces-
sary since the charges were es-
sentxallv a: political :“frame-

Miss Davis  herself dxd not
take the: - Wwitness stand, al-{-
though she. had del.wered “her
own--opening.. argument - -on
March 29 ag-the-trial began.

The  cahrges  grew-out of a
widely: publicized :incident at
'the*-Marin County-courthouse
‘north’ of San- Fancisco on Aug
%,1970. - -

_Joénathan Jackson 17 ens
tered the ‘courtroom of Judge
Harold - J. Hailey- during - the
{riak of James ‘McClain, an'in-
mate al; San. Quentin- Staté
‘Prison, on charges of stabbmg
a prison guard.

. Producing three guns £rom

a ‘briefcase and.disarming sev-
~eralcourtroom deputies, Jack-
son distributed the weapons to
McClain " and’ several mmabe
‘witnesses;

According to a- newspaper
photo"rapher present. at the
time,:who later became a key!"
prosecmion witness --in:" the
trial "of Miss Davis, MecClain
declared: the purpose: of ‘ the
action . was-'to "tree the Sole-
dad Brothers.” .

The - “Soledad Brothers”
were . “three . black -~ men—
George . Jackson . (Jonathan’s
older . brother), . John.. Clutch-
ette and Fleeta Drumgo—who
had. been -accused. of murder-
ing a prison guard at Soledad
State Prison while they were
inmates there. George Jackson'
was later killed during an al-
leged prison  break, : but
Clutchette amd Drumgo were
subsequently  acquitted. of the

ing exchange of gunfire,
Judge Haley, Jackson,  Mec-

|Clain - and anothér prisoner,

were - killed. -Another. inmate, |
Ruchell Magee, was wounded,
and Thomas, the prosecutor,
was paralyzed by a bullet,

/It was subsequently discov-
ered - that. the. guns used by
Jackson had been: purchased
by - Miss ‘Davis: and-that the
briefcase “in ‘which ‘he carried
them included books with her
name, .

She. . and = Magee were
charged with first-degree mur-
der on Aug. 15, 1870, but she
was not arrested until Oct. 13
of - that -year;, when 'she was
discovered at a’New York City
motel wearing a disguise and
using an assumed name. ;

In the meantime, she had
been.on the FBI's ten most
wanted list:

‘Once . arrested; Miss: Daws
spent .16 months.in jail before
being released on $102 500 bail
last Feb. 23. -

~‘During - the tnal the state
produced witnesses who said
they had seen Miss Davis with
Jonathan - : Jackson -‘at- San
Quentin- during the days lead-
ing:up to the Aug 7 incident,
‘tallegedly signed in-as a visxtor
under . the-"name: of “Diane
Robinson.” - L

California =" A ant - Attor-
ney - General ‘Harris also con-
tended ~ that: Miss- " Davis
showed - “consciousness - of
guilt” when she left California
on the day of the shootout and
wentinto hiding. ~ - 1

.But" the defenses: attacked
the credibility. of -the eyewit-
ness identifications of - Miss
Davis,” saying that most of
them “were based ‘on: *racial
stereotypes,” “and  presented
alibi witnesses who. said they
had been with Miss Davis in
San Francisco and Berkeley
on the days in question.

Soledad murder charges.: ... :
= During the Aug. 7, 1970 inci-
dent,> Judge Haley was led
from -the - courtroom with a
sawed-off ‘shotgun  at*his neck.
{Gary .- Thomas, - the “assistant
district attorney who was pros:
ecutor _at the' McClain ‘trial,
and’ several - jurors were also
taken’ hostage

- They were led to a rented
van which Jonathan Jackson
had left .in the courthouse
parking lot. During the ensu-l




