FBI suspected Dallas police plot

with R

“days following the murder of Lee Har-
'vey Oswald the highest level of FBI of-
:ficials acted on the strong suspicion that
-his killer, Jack L. Ruby, had been as-

{.fshbd’?h ;mncy inside the Dallas
+ Police : t. e
I “Recently ‘released FBI papers show
{ that J. Edgar Hoover, the late director,
ordered a maassive search for.any evi-
dence that Oswald's “cop killer” image
*led Dallas police to arrange his death on
+Nov. 24, 1p63, two days after Oswald

thy President Kennedy and Pa-
mﬁn Tigoiy
o e o e
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In a Nov. 27, 1863, memorandum
from C.L. McGowan to Al Rosen, both
ranking FEI officials, it was reported
that ‘agents in Dallas had been instruct-
ed to make the investigation of police
conspiracy a “prime consideration” in its
probe.

“One of the prime considerations is
whether Oswald was set up by the Po-
lice Department,” McGowan said he
had told Kyle Clark, the Dallas FBI's
second in command. “The investigation
cannot be conducted on the assumption
that Oswald's death was just the result
of a breakdown in security procedures.”

McGowan's memo, written three days
after Oswald's death, said he issued the
orders “bearing in mind that Oswald
would be regarded by the police as a
‘cop killer' because of the death of Tip-
| pitt. Other memos indicate this outlook
" had been discussed fully with Hoover

and that he had agreed.

! Hoover himself followed up on
| McGowan's orders with a Nov. 29, 1963,
| teletype message to Gordon Shanklin,
head of the Dallas office, which clarified
and elaborated on the original instruc-
tions. The teletype indicated the in-
volvement of police was very much a
live issue at FBI headquarters and that
no effort should be spared in tracking it
down to & conclusion.

Demanding that all interviews be
“exhaustive," the director presented
Dallas agents with orders to find the

Disclosure of the FBI's early suspi-
clons about the slaying of Oswald, found
in 40,001 pages of the bureau’s file on
the Kennedy assassination, seems to
wdemonstrate that, far from ignoring the
prospectof ‘police conspirators, the FBI
zerced In L on local_officers as the prime

The :ﬁVnrren Commission's eventual
conclusion on the ease, based on the i
nal reslits of the PRI investigation, w
that ‘Buby acted alone in the shooting
death’of Oswald. But numerous critics
o;g official version have openly sug-

#Qy in_,slgying of Oswald

The charge appears o stem primarily
from the fact that Ruby was able to slip
unnoticed into the basement of the Dal-
las police station past dozens of officers
and gun Qswald down before an array
of police guards. The Dallas nightclub
owner alse was known to frequent the
police station and occasionally hire off-

duty

But ternal records of conversa-
‘Hons strategy sessions between
‘high- officials indicate the first

reaction E"‘de the bureau was to quick-
ly di *who in the department was

g that the FBI stepped lightly 'responsible for ‘Ruby’s unhindered
mepbﬁumu}'char:gedmﬂanof " movemen N
il i uitise - ¢t POLICE-RUBY on Page 33
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® Whether there was “any indication'

that any police officer or other official
conspired with Ruby or willfully per-
mitted the killing” during Oswald's
transfer to County Jail. -

® What was the exact security proce-
dure in effect on the morning of Nov,
24, 1963, and was “any unauthorized
person permitted to enter basement or
any person permitted to enter without
showing identification.’

® Any “police who worked part-time
for Ruby." They were to be grilled, as
well as “all police who were on duty in
connection with the transfer of Os-
W&ld."

® Whether ranking police officials
had ever issued any written instructions
regarding the Oswald transfer which
could be Investigated for deliberate
weaknesses. )

Hoover emphasized in the teletype
that “any positive information indicat-
ing that Ruby had a conspirator or that
a police officer or public official was in-
volved” should be immediately forward-
ed to bureau headquarters in Washing-
ton.

McGowan wrote that the investiga-
tion of the shooting was to be exhaus-
tive and that such a probe “should cer-
tainly include all police who were in the
area,” an instruction which apparently
even included searching interviews with

" the chief of police at the time, Jesse

Curry. The top FBI official wrote that

—_—

Folice-Kuby conspiracy suspicions

he told Dallas agent Clark he wanted
some answers about Curry's handling of

“Where was Chief of Police Jesse®
Curry?” the memo stated. “Why didn't |
heper:anallyhandlethemmvalofﬁs—-;
wald?Tuwhomdidhegveﬂ.mhm-ders.i
andweremchm‘duxgivminwﬂﬂ.ng?’
Iim,mpisshmldbeobtnined._"_____; '
Another memo from Rosen to fop |
Hoover lieutenant Alan Belmont, writ-.i
ten only hours after the news that Os-
wald had been shot, indicated that Hoo- |

‘ver already was casting a suspicious eye

at Dallas police officials and had so in-
formed President Lyndon B. Johnson.

The memo, recounting a conversation
Rosen had with the director at 1 pm. on
Nov. 24, said Hoover had “just spoken” |
to Johnson and that he “referred to the
fact that our Dallas office had warned
local authorities concerning the anony-
mous call received . , . that threatened
the shooting of Oswald when he would
be transferred,” a warning which came
in the night before.

“He (Hoover) said Dallas Chief of Po-
Yice Curry had not properly handled the
situation, as evidenced by the fact that

T



were probed intensively by FBI

Ouwnldwu.hfact.crlﬂmﬂymd
ed." The memo was written before Os-
wald sctually died of the gunshot
wounds at Parkland Hospital.

According to Rosen, Hoover said the
president had told him he “wants us to
vigorously pursue this matter from
'&mteverangepmsihlemd.uneca-
tsary, without complete regard for tech-
“nicalities.”

The matter of the anonymous call was
publicly reported in the Warren Com-
mission’s volumes of evidence, but the
. identity of the caller and whether some-
oneothert.hmﬂubyinwndedtoldll
Oswald was never determined.

In the early days after the shooting,
_according to memos found In the FBI
files, the insistent demands of the FBI
hierarchy for more information on po-
lice culpability and the frequency of
telephone calls to Dallas left little ques-
tion that local authorities were held to
be the prime suspects. This feeling was
further evidenced by Hoover's demands
for immedate on all sus-
picious incidents brought to the FBI's
attention. :

One memo from Rosen to Belmont,

automobile nearby waiting for Oswald
to enter the area Both of these stories
were found to be untrue in the final
FBI analysis.

There is no firm indication, in the
FBI's raw files, when the bureau began
10 believe there waes no police conspiracy
in Oswald's death. But in a Dec. 12,

}Bﬁmﬂmwwmﬁngdm
be was almost 100 per cent canvinced
Ruby had committed the murder alone.
The Dallas Police Department in fact
had set up what it felt was an elaborate
security net around the transfer because
of threats on Oswald's life. Police had
arranged to use an armored car as a de-
ly going to be moved in an unmarked
police car, but Ruby was able to enter
the basement from the Main Street en-
trance when a policeman guarding the
ramp was distracted by another car
moving out of the basement. .

Ruby later contended he had not

more than $2000 on him at the time,
and that he took the opportunity when
Oswald came into view because he
wanted to be a “hero.”

But the suspicion that others partici-

wald had no chance to lay out his own
motives for assassinating the -president
— a killing which numerous critics be-
lieve also involved others still at large.
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