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" MEMORANDUM FoR: Mr. Willlan Aloyer

SUBJECT: Worle Reaction 15 Cswald's Siaying a

The Cominunisty are meking a cetermined elfort to attribaute
the assassinaticn 57 Sresident Heanedv
and the killing of L. swa
Mmunitio=n,

3

ntist conspiracy,
ld oy Jack Ruby nas siven them new an:-

The press of tae {ree ¢ric has headlined the killing,
evidenced doubt 4.t Oswalal, gullt, and siven some credence to
the thecry of a consai

The Russian news agenc « TASS said toczay: "Tre 'mystericus'
T4 Y y
t

murder of Lee Cswald, accused of assassina ing Presicen, Xennedy, : -
cuts the ground from anGer the ar.'.i-cowr.::tunis:, anti-Scvies, and )

arti-Cuban hysteria whict. the vellow press is tre: s - ;f-'«
order tc distract aiternt.or, [rori the real perpliritors of the ’ 3

abomirpable crims ... The whole thing is obviously a crude nrevo ca -
ton, Amcricans have tor; belone dccustomed 10 southern police
always tryirg to put the blame ¢ Tes by racists, aad thelir own
crimes, on 'commuarises and'isreign agitators, +

<

The line is Belin, followe : By the Communist satellites, in-
cluding Cuba, and by Cowrmunist Papers in tre Free Warid,

First reports “; wire anti telephone fro. major world capitals
3ive the following sattern of Teaction: 4 .

Mexice City. “eadline treatmen:, criticism of U.S. police
methods, and a repor: taat Ruty get near Oswald by paying off the




police at his bar, Th- Eoece Y ooocont ccdaazed, "Was tnere

fear that Oswald wocid ta.~ ar. . o Counive

o
interested in tine veaih o8 the politice. wie. o th

countiry or cartn? Lioes allth s recet! .

nmSst poweriel

atolivating ferce was the sacrifics o Nenneds o
wrote, "There ~ill always be f0ubt :u to Oswa:d's 2

Stockholmi. Swecen's dr.
responsibie 1or Uswall's s
President Kennedy apjsear,

negative light,

Leorncer. Gswald's
large pictuses of the .ctu:
grotesque episcde i ooid
The Daily &

SRR

The corruption 2 sg® oeTaGnal
club owrer hos trouy ral timtasy te the Arf
.

thit poanie a

. Oswalits

Y ; :
oo Ultnres Tl

treatmen

e

a3 spec

facility" with whic:. X .oy was

ibie 2 approach Oswal

hinted that the killirg “tavelved tnere than # mian taking justice into
ris own hands."

Paris. The t«. larges: cvening Papers tuday are out with head-
lined questiens, far -
asks whether O:waia

1

. tder the Lanmer A Tragic Soubt,®
Pvea uy _wilty, wWiatnor there was a con-

wheth. v e was alied to keey i .o fron taiking., France
Soir also says tnal *be killing of Cswald rais
ke was aicne, why Ru

spiracy, an

uesiions, wheirer
shot 2im, why the palice did not prevent the

3
[’
L

<

shooting, and wheil.er Ruby kaew Oswald.-

At




-3

Buenos Aires, Heavy straight news coverage, with the
P L LLLE AL :
exception of a cartoorn Captioned "Now w

the assassin of the assassin, " -

|
Bonn, Large keadlines, and mueh speculation over the
implications of the slaying. So.rne fapers made a point of Oswald's
denial, and of the failure of the jsolize ta preveat his shooting,
Several writers said the kiiling will & 13 the Soviets with their
Propaganda line.

e will hava to assas sinate

Cairo. Tre importun: ¢
ry - . .

“This prcuably 25€es to show ihat C»
wise no one would rave taken B
kis secrets with him. Morcoves, tr: sire
comraunist party of havirg anytaing -5
Statements denying any reiationship .o.u
Pravda's charges that enenies of £ st
Lo

tehind the assassinaticn are not mers be

e shooiling,

olhacere

trc-.

L4
/“/ I 227
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Donali M, Wilson
Acting Sirecior
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Statement of At rney General
Waggoner Carr

November 26, 1943

For

[

mmecdiate Release

.SU JECT: Purpose of Forthcoming Coust of Inquiry

Because of the murder of Lee Harvey Oswald, many facts concerning the assassi-

nation of President Kennedy, tre atlemptad assassination of Goverror Connally, and

.
the murder of Dallas police officer Tippit will be left tnanswered unless some

forum is available to fully examine motives and evidence concerning this case.

t is necessary that all investigating officials, local, state, and federal,

have an opporiunity to place such evidence oz record and Beiore the public in a

judicial manner. No investigations held Leretoiore are conclusive hey h

rot been evaluated before such a body, ncr b

not been publicly examined under cath witia

Present circumstances, the Court of Inguiry is the only such forum available

which will provide for such interrcgation.

Obviously, had Lee Oswalé rot been slain, this action would not be necessary
as trhe evidence would kave beer presented ina Texas court of law.

It is hoped that, through the cocperation of all investigative agencies in-

volved, the results of this Court of Inquiry will leave no doubt in anyone's minad

concerning the events of November 22-24.
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T AL ALY i o A Wi e -
From the Office of December 2, 1963
sitorney General Waggoner Carr Tor Immediate Release

Accorney General Waggerer Carr tocday aniounced th
Hcusion Attorney Leon Jaworski as Special Counsel

Inguiry. The Inquiry is to irvestigate and ascertain ail fac
nation of President Kennedy, the attempted assassiration o

she murcers of Dallas police officer, J. C. Tip z.eged assassin, Lee Harvey
Oswald, These facts are tnen to be transraiitied to the newly appointed Presidential

Commission for its use in preparing its report.
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ncement in Washington that

seek the "outside™ ass
and state officials.

aw firm of Fulbrighi, Crooker, Freeman, Bates
ie re

Jawcrski served during World War
Depariment. He served

firs

Leg

In it the appointee is a past President and Di-
recs merce, past President of the Houston Chapter
ci th nzirman of the Joint Administrative Commitice
of il or Uriversity College of Medicine.

tart chairman of the Houston chapter of the
Jews, Inc. Jaworski is also a trustee of
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:he Housten Urited Fund
Renadbt
cdation,

0 serve as S
pledze t0 coo

0y

disclosure of

i's acceniance,

Unon notification of Jawors
Jaworski i i

developin !

0 the newly-zpnointed Presi izl Commission in rea uled -
. .

sion. "

Carr conclucded, "I %ooe o be 2l =6 innc ince the selection of the other Szecial

L
Coursel within the next fev Cays.
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NOTZIS OF GEINERAL CARR ON
COURT OF INQUIRY

November 26, 1963

I talked at the direction of Mr. Walter Jenkins with Mr. Abe Fortas, a

well known and highly respected ittorney in Washington. His office

number is FE 8-3700. M:r. Forias informed me that he had been assigned

to co-ordinate the FBI, Departm:nt of Justice and Texas Attorney General's
efforts regarding the assassinati n of the President. He pledged the full
co-operation of the federal government in working with the State of Texas,

To illustrate this to the world, h: noted ke had ordered Assistant Attorney
General Herbert Miller, Chief o! the Criminal Division of the Department

of Justice in Washington to call ¢n me that night. Mr. Fortas suggested

4 press conference and pictures which would aptly point out the close co-operation
between the two governments. Ee stated that the report of the FBI would

be made available to us ir order that the State of Texas mig
court of inquiry. He authorized ne to say upon questioning that I had, at
all times, been in contact with a1.d consulted with the White House Staff.

I talked with Colonel Garrison or the phone and asked him to determine

who went to Mexico with Oswald ..t tre time he was there from September
26 thru October 3rd, 1963, He was advised to check all ports of entry on
the border. Several hours later Colorel Garrison made a preliminary
report statinj‘;hat,"two blonde women and another man either went from Texas
into Mexico with Oswald or came back with him and they would make a more
complete report later.

I was advised by Distric: Attor:ey Henry Wade that he had already turned
the State's evidence over ‘o the F'BL. He said that the FBI had agreed to
let us have it back any time we wanted it. Henry said that he thought it
would be good to have the F3I do it and get it out of the hands of the State
for the time being, :

EtN

EY
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The Zhier Jistive.c” tla
“he Supreme Coupt of tio

tington 23, M, .

-

In vieu of tjs Ta
appointed ny the Prests-
P

and clraurstances relnrt

late Presidert Henredy

ful to you and otirer man

the nature op tiie Te:

6451

President'y statenent a
Wil 1la

cally referred,
to derelon tie r
our power to faciii
give effezt to ta
Lody to repnort -

b to cenort unorn all ti.

1o}

y

T itel States
U~itai States

that tise Speaial Commission
2 facts
to “he Assassinaton of tie
ieet’ic today, it may be help-
208 07 the Ccomn?!ssion to explain

-

Court on Inquivy to wiien the

~

montiig the Zommiss!on spesifi-
un

Teel a speelal responcibility
ariious to do ererything in
worlk of the Commission and

?cﬁt's desire that it be the only

I
It may ve helpry: Lo explatn rirgt the sircurstances
lcading to the treatios of the Zourt ol Inquiry: ronr they

ermhasize the extent

o

State Cooperatlon, Ly

.
v

y

ol Inquiry wouid ve coayer

vith tho

Governonr's office and Y oorf

-~ ~
-orm of

took place in Texas, pw

Texas au
thorough
would be
and issuy

Wite Hous2, a0

statement. It [itake]

thorities t» a:
and responsil
made by a hody i.g

e subpoeras.,

IS

‘Y
Slre

2 tt 1S the product of fedepal-

ene: toannounclig tihat a Jourt

ed wrn the product of a ~on’ercnce

12 hite !ouse stalr Joined th-

Y in preparing tha actual

& trat since the traglic ovents

Ures snould be taken by
beople of Texas that a

tvestigation of a1l the facts

“1ng novwer to administer oatns

¢ then we have been worzing In

close cooperation with tie nite House stafrs, tie Depart-

nent of Justicé and t

h2 T'edera? Bureau or Investigation,

Assistant Attorney Gennial Mller came to Texas for the

purpose of demonstratlns Our ccoperation.

Texas placed all its

the Federal Bureau or

The State or

filecs and evidence in the hands of

Irvestigation.
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Under our Te:as Yaws a Court of Inquiry may be
cailled hy any Justice ¢ tie P:ace for the purpose of
. ascertaining facts whicn way e-stablish the commisslon
of a crime., The court h1as State-ulde pouwer to subpoena
witnesses, and also full judic’al power to punish con-
terpts. ‘ltnesses are auestioned under oath and may be
prosecuted for perjury 'a the 2vent of false testimony.
A full transcript is lLens,

The original anron:s--mers £ave assurance that the
inquiry would be condu=tad In 1 careul and regponrsible
Tashion by stating that 1%t wou'd be conducted by the
Attormey-General of Texas, in ‘ooperation with the local
autrorities, with the a‘‘1 of cie or more eminernt attorneys
as special counsel. [Lenn Jawo~ski, Esa., immediate past
president of the Temas Jtate Bar and a former president or

o
o~
[

the Americar College ci-T-'5) hatyers, has agreed to sewve
In that zapacity. I am woneflu: that Robart G. 3torey, Esq.,
a past president o tiz Amorica Bar Association, will alac

ir cartie
broceeding will te no:
Dose except Tull deve

agree to serve, Trei wvitlon guarantees that the
n i:td topetently and uith o oure
RN

M n £
¢ the lfants,

. Three points carzzr'rs ie Court of Inguliry nmny be
of spezial interest t2 % 2 Comazission.

1. Its a w0t involve psubli:ation o~
the report of t! 2L furetwu of Investigation., Weile
we were asgured, botih privately and in public statements
that tihe identity of rataria iitresses, evidence, labo-

e made available to the State
t:ellf would b2 relther pub-
e e. Thc Court of Irquiry

ratory findings, ete. ou
ol Texas, the r.B.I. ie5:r
1ished nor introduced :..

@wi11l make i1ts om reoaowl,

|




1 Ve are aniloun
111 be most helpiu

au2sts, to pursue any
DuL Tiere is at leoagt
Laquiry's nower o sul
Commissio

N in obtalngg
not bveen willing to
Investigation »r .o
Finally, tie very fact
witnesses heard in nu-:
the Commission, mignt 1
report, even 17 it wer:
nat the Commlisstion
vestigation alone,.

ct

r—
— [3
'

T

2w Jeais. Perhaps It

ma'e ro Tindlegn, cain-
30i¢ purpose is to
Irory adduzed throus:
cualisied attorreys.
ay that you need ha-
ut vhat tiie cridenne

e
the L sident Hennedy,
thwe a D Govarpor Connally, and tie
ralat e Tirald,  (On the 1atter seove
e siall axe ne Lo nrejudice in any way the
trial of Jask 3 by: 3w reason the Jjocal distrist
attorney will sit witr ) in arder to satisfly the peopln
of Texas we must purgue any mrtual leads to evidente con-
cerning those events., T are :°31 be no uitch-hunt.,

I7

ol thhe Court or

sorn testimony,

s our prirary pu
"

s inauiry iIn uinates

I
‘2 e

aulwry,
i
Nase,

n
1
r oAy

v fnzer.ain the Cull fasts,

) hrvuéht out and tested by the
‘nde » oath by able counsel. It
tie Speclal Tormiszion., Tiae

recon tered, 17 the Jommicsion ve-

L5 unlidely,

31)ity that the Jourt ol

oJuid prove o value to the
iiony from witresses i ~ad
e:ly %o the Federal Bureau of

t eruwise decline to test’’ly.
t

i

t

£ 2r'¢ was an lnauiry with

ic, ti2 record of whieh was before
2nd st-eength to the Cormmlission's
only a5 an answer to the cnarge
depernlent upon the ¥.B.I. 1in-
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Flnally, eat ‘mportancze ol the
Court o7 Irquiry to t. redplc of Texas Tre assasslina-
rred in T N xas share with

i t

in Teras., Yy
ot countr~yumon Lz 1
Their ovn Governnr
Texas jJustize is deepl
peonle ol Texas shavre

*

Y
rtaln that the
erpressed above,
ugiat to he drawn
the whnle kation,
treir loral re-

oy the Speclal Commiss cr =
but they are aiso con=w’- i
sponsiollity to nave Ui ol

- e

Possidle to uncover all

As you know, Unii jie, and T are in Wash-
ingtor. If it would Ho o nre to meet with
you wit' or without oi rpr me tire CSomalsslion ag
Jou might wish, we wou i suit your convenience.
Sii terely yours,

(5]
Attorney General of Teoxas
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AL YA e s

vzsle Waggoner Carr,
Attorney General of Texas,
Tre State Capitol,

Austin, Texas,

Dear General Cars:

The Presideat's Commiss

and courteous letter of December

icn has asked ma o respond to you

Decamber 6, 1963

5th in which you describe the 2

work of the Texas Court of Ing iry. The Commission greatly appreciates
2

your desire to facilitate its work and to ael
Tesponsible repert with resnect to ail

President,
All of the memd fihe

your view that it is desira

As you know, at
dures and we éo not ye
investigativ

tive c’.ata upon wiich to muke

ation or which cculd lead th
artial factual information,
Commission, as well as the

e] (JJ m

ful not to prejudice in any way the t

receive this materizl Lot will tale tim
™ osur y u will agree that there may remai
N .

vestigation before wa fuel that we =

~2id upo

oous,

evaluaticon or

ous, as I am sure you a:'c, 1o texe o steps

e




ty

The Commissicn would not wisi.
Or other State zuthorities in the conduct of mastters wl a
sibilities, and in wrick, as you point ¢ii, the State of Texas n
and importart interest. At the same time, it is the view !
for the reasons stated above, trat a pudlic inguiry &
mignt be more harmiul than nhelps
Recognizing that the timing of this inquiry is your Tesponsibil
decision, we cannot refrain from the sigcestion tnat you consider the ~is-
dorn of postponement of tais Court,

It would Le the Co
Counsel, or

of certain witnesses residing s
of Inquiry, and in that evernt we
additional assistance,

Let me assure you of the de
closely with yeu and of ou
we can responsibly meet cur
would be glad to discuss
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Q. Wes your decislon based on suzgestion ol the Cuiie

other fectors?
‘1

L. We have ‘veen discussing vhat ways we zmizhs a

competing with one enother--whatever th ay aight Te.

discussions during these thres days, trying to achieve

Q. Have you conll rred with %@ Presidcal?

A. Ho. We nope L0 pay O T237ecIs T Llm.
C. Ywas esked sometning gtovur The FII rapori?

A e have not asked for ii.

L. Was asked something gbout iz repcr: That Cawald
at Generzl Welker?

A, Ve have zending in ik
Rudy. For that reasos, it ic .
the facts.!

C. O ccnnection

Ao Ve donft mew.  Ancther reasor ==thol
Cczmission ané in tae =pirit ol ccopervsicn,

Q. You are cenvinced
iz Teinz wsed to ithe
you more convinced &
cuestion.)

A. No. A% thait Tim2, voa Wil ,--'_, e uer

withthe stafl of ¢t
cooderative elflcit
in wzaking ell the

C. Had you diccussed this Court of Imcuiry dlwn with
ctefore you announced it

A. To.

. Or with the President?

1

A. Witk the White Fouse stafi,

C. Who in particular? )

Witk

SL GU3

2 Sussic

3% worx
wa have hZed numerous
the Tes

wosether without

% way possible.

-~ - - $ - - -y
25 the one soking = shot

e e derad o -

Tt
WlMlla OL 7.0

VU il O CulullOnL JeSnSGg

a2t 2ll tlazes
5 ces a
.:-: 1.

wsgepec




itie LesiEz

Ae I don't wani -- 1o one tas

We have kiTx worked out a systex to :‘z sipone it.

£+ Anyone et the Yalte Housa L4gsest sou posipone it.
A. Ho.

2. You will cosperate with the Comzission iiencver they call you?
A. Yes. It 15 an iavitatics we ave accepied.

I« VWaen will fley mees?

A. I dont't xnow.

Did you feel o tre Axicw
LT L up evidence that the

not in

Been
0 you
cii cther,
Ce Had you announced Ly nearlngs yer o

A, o. Curm

‘o Gecided where ile no

‘
.
5
fsn

5

L. YNo. Tvo citiez unien

L Dower. Uzder wl.cus.ion

invclved as

Ge 20 you think the Court of Triniry o

I it ca
e
[SA STV RS

>
pd JAMiCSe e it
54

iv wile
useful purnose o

T+ You would not ;5o on and raive the Surt of Incuiry nelp dunlicata o
here?

A. XNot unless we ithou 1 wou.d have wselilness--such a3 Dudblic
exarination of witnesses under ontn a.d crogs-excriination.

€+ Have you worked out the rzsu~a of your cooperatlion with the Commission?
Have they asked you to be o1 nxidz W 1L you 5it es & measer of the Cozmision?

A. Ve ere not a member ¢f the Coazission itself., Thas's obvicus .The
Chief Justice, specking for ihe Commission has been gracicus enoygh to
invite us %o barticipate is tne Working and ettend its hearinss.
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<. You Jonmt'e PUOTae Conad.slae o wlll wClLilis Lave zublic
hearings.
ac I con't kitow 1F thal ades boua caveiculariy deeided,
Q. Tt Curmiiooen today?
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e
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SPATIEIT BT WAGGOILR CAIR, A

For the past taree days @

Iy
¥
3

Washinston conferring with

end with ¥r. J. -:Lum' Zoowar, Diractor of the Federal Zureau of

Irvestigatl on, co..cemir.;_; tm: invessigiiica of the fecis surrcunding

<he assessination of Presidenu Xeanedy, the attezpted assassination

of Governor Connolly, and suos

e are coavinced tans

federal governzent is seing uscd 1o

e e Yy -
aitent. The files

and the evidence ....icn nave oecn e

ioa

authorities are in the hands

i3 zeins conducted vigorousiy,

DN

our

At

i considered judigmeat Tnat ihe of Inguiry, i held av tiis
: ) . ‘:’.4
3 tire or in the imzediete Suturs, zight ring goout an interruption in Y

the continuity of the laticn-wide invi stizatlion.
For These rescons, i I8 3y seaciusicon end Zecision that

T-¢ coavening ol a Court f=a cliculd ve

4
3

witaheld. Iao the meantine, ioe Presi o

asked the Attorey General of Umas w.l she Speciul Jounsol scleeted

For the Temas Court of Incqulry o wori. with
hearings and assist with thu Jouniissicals importunt vasxs. I have
eccepted this invitation anu we saall zoke 2l resources waich we have

in the State of Texas availailis VO supost e task of ithis Commission.
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ROBERT GERALD STOREY
REPLUBLIC BANR BUILD NG

DALLAS ,TEXAS

December 9, 1963

Per :onal

Dear General:

This coafirms our telephorne canve:
I shall be glad to join you and Leoa Jiwo: -
for the Stzte of Texas in connecciios -
concerning the President’s asznzsia ijor wnd SuBIog sy
irn cooperation with the Presideat's Comrniiszsion, as o
our coaversations.

You may address corresg
oifice at the above address. 1 acually dis
office and the Lepgai Center, huw mail is ¢ sdvered more oromptily 0

2hcac ellls tamy law

(e my time Botween the low

the law office. My telephorne nuraber at : e law oifice is RI 2-684+;

&

and the Legal Center, EM 3-223s or EM 5-7023.

As zuggested by you, Iam eiciosin: two bio; raphicail
sketches, '

Looking forwiard to worki s,
esteem, Iam

ijonorable Waggoner Carr
te Attorney General
Supreme Court Buildinyg
Austia, Texas

RGS /kk

Eaclosures
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Faraily and Perscnal:
Wiie, Hazel P. Storey, (deceased, 1962); two sons, Robert G.
Storey, Jr., (deceased, 19¢2) and Charles P. Storey, Attorneys.

Education:

University of Texas and Southern Methedist University, B. A.i
LL.D, Texas Christian University, 19<7; Laval University, 1933;
Drake University, 1954; Doctor of Humanritics, Rikko University,
Japan, 19¢1; Doctor of Civil Laws, Chungang Uaniversity, Korea,
1961. i '

Profzssionzl:

Tarianer, Storey, Armstrong & Sieger, Dallze, Teras:
Dresidant, Southwestern Legal Foundaticn, .G17; . Cean,
Southern Methodist Universi:y Law School, 1947-59.

Public Service

ssistant Attornsy Geaeral ¢f Tenas for Criminal Agpecals,
921-1¢23.

Member, National Executive Comw
1921-1922. ‘

Goverror, Kiwanis Ciub, Te:as-Olilzhoma Dissrict, 1931
Presideas of Park Board, City oi.Dellas, 1935-1G41;
Tsecutive Trial Counsel for Uaited St
of Major Axis War Criminals, 19425~
Membur, Commissicn to Reorganize r
States Governracn: (Hoover Comimissica), 1G53-1955;
Advisor to Koreaa Government on judicials
proiessicn, 1954; Korean Lo 3zl Center, 19
State Doportmant representa.ive in Far East and Middie =
assist legal proiessicn of friendly free naztions, 1954-1953;
Chairman, Board of Foreign Scholarships (interrational
Educaiionzl Exchange), 1956-1662;

Vice Chairman, United States Civil Rights Commission, 1957-
Chairman, Citizens Advisory Committee, Texas Coastitutional
Revision, 1956-1960.

b8

’ -

Bar Association Activities:
President, Dallas Bar Association, 1934;
President, State Bar of Texas, 1945-1949;
President, American Bar Association, 1952-1953;
President, Inter-American Bar Association, 1954-1956;
Member of Council, International Bar Association, 1952-1959;
Honorary member of Canadian, Peruvian, Mecxican, Korean,
Australian and various State Bar Associations,
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Immediately following this meceting, =z »reEs conference
was held, with all three of us Tresent, whcere statenments waere

mutually made expressing the

in this objective. It

=ronged affair.

(1) The 73I woulé o=
Texas would cooperzte in this f£i-se Shep Ly oTurnlng Lll filzz znd
evidence cver to

cur infcrmation

President. In this phase, the f:iferzl government, includiag, of .
course, the FBI, would cooperate with Texcs authorities by miéking
ell federal evidence znd witnessos zvailable for -ho Court of

Inquiry. This included even withesses outzide the State of Texas

&nd thus beyond the reach of a Tuexas subpocna.

JES———
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(3) The third phase culd ke unde:t:kcr'by tnc sresidential

I3

Cormission. This Commission would possess &1l of
developed by the foderal zgencies as well as The restimony £roX
tae Texas court ¢f Incuiry, apnd Srom ¥hoese FalTa, would éraw
conclusions and Te2oUt 43 £inéincs.
IrmediatelY <herewitex, the top stafs of wy c=Zice begen to
brief legal questions wnich confronted us 0 wne sclection ci a
city where the Ccourt might be held, as wall o5 wany other '
cuestions which you wouid exwpect T arisc in suQl oo endetvoT.
From the very sutset, ve remzined in close condact with .
DA
vQA ¢
Governor's oZfice, &né <ne ciiice of .
"y

One of the most pressing an

hzd to make was tae selection

wWao would serve as snoecial counsel. ~ocessazry that these

respect of the

1
[
ko]
133
[0}
4]
o
e
[\l
(
(&)
H41
fu

men have, not only +he hignast gossib

people of Texas, put also the puople of this nation.
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It was vitally necessary that the character of this investiga- i
1
ticn remain non-political and undizsed, znd we Xncw thet our v 2
B
success in this area would dopeni to & very nigh dogree on the é
reputation and &bility cf cthe spzcizl counsel., Tocrefcre, oy :
decision hore regulred Texas, necional, znd indesd, worlély
consideration.
As you kncﬁ, I selected as one o6f thase
Houstcenian, Mr. Leon Su ingluded such .
accomplishments &s immediute Pasc Frogilcont of thc TLxes Baw L
I Triel E
war IZI, - ) £

o law was Dbeyond reproacn from coast to coest.

only a2t considerable personal expense and 1sss o time in his

private practice of law.
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Upon M, Jaworski's accept.nce, the &epointment wsz zn-

nounced to the pudliec,

a few days later, Presigen: Johnson anncunced the creaticn

9 the Presidential Szocinl Comaiission., 1o niz announcement, the

?resident stateg thet ¢his Comm.ssisn ghaw

tion all of the facts

as-well as testimony

Last week, -, Jaworski an: I woxr

mant of Justisa %o fome o Wishiagion

tke into coilsidera-

[o3)
ct

iva agencies,

discussinc wWa7s in which we Tould continue to mczc

- <

Cocnerate. During our stay

its organizatics zng hiring

Commission is mzgda U2 of sevan nende

Its Crairmin is Chiezs Justica of the
Other mombers are Senator Richari 3,
Georgia; Scnator John Sherman Ccoser

Representative Hale Boggs, Democra

~ - o o =, -~ s
© EPPOLntol Ly the President

S vmee mma o~ emd .- PO
~Lzreme Court, ‘Zurl Yiarren,

Russell, Democrat from
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as you Xnow, at

o

i1ts prscedures and w
hensive report of thcz
both Feceral cnd Stet
material soon, it wil

and I an sure you will z¢r

careful not to projudice i
Ruby.
"The Cormmission wsould

with you or other state au

=lic &ty =

o oany vay

act we

therities
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which are yzur responsibilities, and in which, as .

Jlirt out, the State of Texas has a proper ané is

interest. At the same t

.
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foxr the reasons szated Zhove, that a Budli
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as you consider helpful to the azcompiishment of the

mission's assignment. It may develop that the Conmission
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would cdeen it advisable thet testimony of certaia

a Tcxas

(0]

witnesses res:iding in Texas shoulé be taken befcr

Court of Inguiry ang, in that event we would expect o ca;l
upcn you to rencder this additioral Zysigltancae,

“"Let me assure vou of the cesire 9% ¢ Commission to
work most closely with vou and of our convictiion that in a
Spirit of close coozerztica wa can responsibly meel ocur .

independent cbliczitions.

Hi

As a result of these conferences, M. Jiworski wnd

:2d& beccme convinced thut tho irvestigative authcricy of .

- the federal gove;nment was Leing used to the fullest extent.
The Commission would ke granted sukpoena pcuwers,
investigation, which had tlready reached zcross manv states

and several naticns, was Zeing conductad wigorcusly,

nheld at this time or in %he immcdiato future, might bring
sbout an interruption in the cor.tinuity o the nation-wide

investigation.
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For these rewzxcns, it was Ly conclusion znd decision

tnat the convening of the Texas Court of Incgui

-

~~
[4]
1)
[$)
|
[
(¢
[a)
(9]
2

the present time, be withheid, 2t tha zame time that I

énnounced this decision, I zlso zcces:cd the Invitztiza of

the Special Commission in which

me to attend their hearings and

important task.

p}

= - Ee TN = Y N < S
y &ll concerned thet i1f, after

[N

It is clearly understoc

b2

ve have assisted ¢re Co:ﬁission In this 'work, we feol the
necessity of adcéitional investig:iiion to disclose further
facts, we will then have no hesizincy in calling for the
Texas Court of Inquiry.

Oaly one thing is uppéfﬁost in our minds. Zvery Possible
fact concerning these tragic eve.:ts imust bda soughat cut and
established. Then, and onlv then, will the public confirm

that justice has been accomplished,

I have enjoyed being with yuou todav, and = wish &all of

ycu much happiness in the coming holideay season.

AL
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bce: Honorable Nichola

&35 deB. Katzenbach
Deputy Attorzey General
Depariment of Justice

Washing:on, D. C.

Hororable R. G. Stora
Attorzey at Law

Republic National Bark Buildin
Dallas, Texas

Leen Jawor
Fulbright, Crooker, 7
he ]

Lates and Jaworski
Attorneys at Law

nk of the Southwes: Buildin
uston, Texas

g ¥

pt

o
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STOREY, ANMSTURONG & STLEGIIR
ATTORNI.YS AT Law

R 6 3Tsagy are rLoon mxrvsaLic NATIONAL BaNK BLILDING
€ “A-. 3R akuvs acng DALLAS 1, TEXAS

=.Se L.sTLGECN -

S8eet G s-sacgv, i lg2...582 TIvERS £ 2 6844

S-am =3 » gvzagy :
AlecaT »w vaaT.y . n

~SmN 4 Secav, un,

PAve S Adaws, A,

* e AV L BESaAMD

SSNALD A SwansON, un.
SONALD W Lacasan

December 19, 1663

Honorable Waggoner Carr .
Thae Attorney General

Supreme Court Building

Austin, Texas

Dear General:

Confirming our varicus telephone conversaticns, all those
to whom this letter and cozivs ar: addressed have agreed to meet
in our Law Library, 2700 Resublic National Bark Building, next

Tuesday, December 24, as 10:00 A, M,

On behalf of Attorrey Gen:ral Carr, Mr, Jaworski ard nae Y
as special counsel, I do trust tha. ail can be present, ’

Sincerely yours, : :

RGS:al ' t! -

cc: Mayor Earle Czbell !
City Marager Elgin Crull
Sheriff Bill Decker
Chief Jesse E, Curry
Mr, Leon Jaworski
Mr, Henry Wade
Mr, Barefoot Sanders

©tensan
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bee:

bcc:

q"e

Q Zulile Cuai

" Honorable Leon Jaworski
Fulbright, Crooker, Frecman,
Bates and Jaworski
Attorneys at Law
Bank of the Southwest Building
Houston, Texas

Honorable R. G. Storey
2700 Republic National Bink Building
Dallas, Texas
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TARL WARREN,
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LCEARD 3 RUSSCLL
JCHN SHERNMAN COOPER
HALE BOGGS
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. Presibznt's Conaission

ON TLE
AssASSINATION OF Pr-sipENT KexxNeoy
WARREN, 200 Maryland Ave. NE.

Cryrrmsn

RD B.RUSSILL
TAMAN COCPER
1AL DOCCS

ALD R.FORD

HN I M:CLoy

ALLIN W.DLLILS

WASHINGTON, D.C. 2552

Mr. Waggoner Cacr
Attorney General of lexas
Supreze Court Suilding
Austin 11, Texas

Dear Gezeral:

Thaak you for your lester of

I odenuLisy

ALL the materiels

ccmmunicazion hiwve

J. LEZ RANKIN,

Generdl Counsed

P ——

ERENSANTES
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REMARKS OF ATTCRNEY GENERAL
WAGGONER CARR
BEFCRE THE ROTARY CLUB OF TYLER
January 23, 1964 .

As a result of the tragic events of November 22nd through

November 24th, it goes without saying that all of oﬁr lives

have been changed to some degree. Since that time literally
millions of words havé Seen written of thosé fateful three

days ... some of them true ... some of them misleadigg «e. 8SOME
of them false. And since the Attorney General's office was
involved in one particular area of those proceedings, I

thought you might be interested in hearing today the éomplete

story of the Texas Court of Inquiry ... from its inception...

till now.




e ——— S

-2-

The story really began in Washington, D. C.,, where I, along
‘with Lieutenant Governor Preston Smith and House Speaker Byron
Tunnell, had traveled to aérve as official representatives of the
State of Texas to-the funeral of Prasident Kennedy. |

After a cogference ﬁith the‘White House, it wﬁs decided that
a Court of Inquiry should be held in Texas for the purpose of

fully developing and disclosing publicly the facts surrounding

the assassination of President Kennedy, the attempted assassina-
tion of GovernorAConnélly, the murder of Dallas police officer, }h
J. D. Tippit, and subsequent events. There were three primary .  3
reasons vhy such proceedings were éelt to be desirsble, ang,
indeed, necessary.

Pirgt, the President was going to call for a complete and
thorough report from the FBI, and it was feared that this action
might be mieinterpx'."eted by the rest of the United States and the
world to mean that the integrity of justice and lgw and order in
Taxas had broken down to such an extent that nothing less than

federal agents could bring order out of chaos.
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The feder#l government also wanted to avoid giving the im-
pression that it was taking over the responsibility of Texas‘in
_the enforcement of atate laws,

Secondly, the eastern and northern press, and even the
international press, were, at that time, beginning to indinuate
and openly state that there was some deep, dark, ahd mysterious
conapiracy to prevent the truth from becoming known ,.. and that
this conspiracy was ieing aided and abetted by the authorities of
Texas, It was belng said that the lips of the man accused of the
President’s assassination had been forever sealed by those who
feared the story which he might téll. And they went on to hint
darkly that the killing of Oswald had been allowed by the Dallas
police ... either ingeniously ... or stupidly.

With such insinuations being made as to the veracity of Texas
authorities, it was felt that Texas must quickly demonstrate its

‘own initiative and desire to determine the facts ... no matter ~

what they might reveal ... in plain view of the world through a

public hearing.
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And thirdly, the éevelopment and disclosure of the facta
should sometime, in the course of the entire investigation, ba
doné by a judicial hearing where.witnesses would be examined
ﬁnder oath and where unwiiling witnesses might be forcibly
;ubpoenaed. The federal government had no statutes whereby this
could be accomplished. The state of Texas, however, does have
such a statute which authorizes the calling 6f a Court of Inquiry
for the purpose of determining whether a crime has been committed,
- Such a court has state-wide subpoena powers, authority to enforce
the atteﬁdance of witnesses should the subpoena be disobeyed, and
authority to place each witness under oath to tell the truth ...
such oath to be enforced by a felony indlctment for perjury
should the witness lie. The examination would be conducted by
the Attorney General of Texas and the local Districet Attorney.

We also planned to select one or more outstanding lawyers of
Texas, not connected with the government, as special counsel. These
eminent attofneys would work clogely with the Attorney General and
the local District Attorney in the preparation and conduct of the

Court of Inquiry.

g
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I agreed that Texas had an unusual obligation to detem ine
tﬁe facts and to make them public, It was only in this manner that
the world of the present and future would know the difference
between fact and rumor. 1In accordance with this decision, I
announced in Washington that I would call a Court of Inquiry upon

my return to Texas. .

Within the next 24 hours, the United Stétes Department of
Justice sent its third-ranking assistant Attorney Géneral.

Mr. Herb Miller, head of the criminal division, to Austin. This
visit was felt to be desirable for two reasons.

First, to make initial decisions as to how the federal and
state governments could most effectively work.tngether toward their
. common objective of establishing facts, and secondly, to visibly
demonstrate to the people of Texas that the federal government
recognized the responsibility of Texas in the determination of facts
arising out of these tragic events. Mr. Mi}ler was accompanied
to Austin by the U, S, District httorney for the Northern District
of Texas, Mr. Barefoot Sanders of Dallas. During a two hour

conference, we were able to establish a very filne basis of cooperation.

gAY
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Immediately following this meeting, 3 press conference
was held, with all three of us present, where statements were
mutually made expressing the desire of both governments to cooperate
LQ this objective., It was annouﬁced that this would be a three-
pronged affair. ‘

(1) The FBI would make its full report to the ?resident, and
Texas would cooperate in this first step by turning all files and »
evidence over to the FBI so that agency might have the benefit of‘
our information in making its report to the president. This we ‘
promptly daid.

(2) The second phase of the investigation would be the Texas
Coutrt of Inquiry which was to be called as soon as the state

. could prepara its evidence following the report of the FBI to the

President. In this phase, the federal government,‘including. of
course, the FBI, would cooperata with Texas authorities by making
all federal evidence and witnesses available for tha Court of

Inquiry. This included aeven witnesses outside the gtate of Texas

and thus beyond the réach of a Texas subpoena.
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{3) The thira pﬁase would be undertaken by the Presidential
Commission. This Commission Qould possess all of the facts
§eveloped by the federal agencies as well as the testimony'from
the Texas Court of Inquiry, and from these facts; would draw
conclusions and report its findings.

Immediately thereafter, the top staff of my 6ff1ce began to
brief legal questions which conffonted us in the selection of a
city where the Court might be held, as well as many other
quesézbns which you would expect to arise in suchran endeavor.

From the very outset, we remained in ciose'contact with
the White House staff, the Governor's office, and the office of )
the Dallas District Attbrney, Mr. Henry Wade.

One of the most pressing and important decisions which I
hadvto make was the selection of gqne or more eminent Texas lawyers
who would serve as special counsel. It wWas necessary that these

men have, not only the highest possible prestige and respect of the

pPeople of Texas, but also the people of this nation.

Y
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It was vitally necessary that the character of this investiga-
tion remain non-poli£ical and unblased, and we khew that our
success in this area would depend to a very high degree on the
ééputation and ability of the special counsel. Therefore, ™y
decision here required_fexas, national, and indeed, worldly
consideration.

As you know, Iiselected Houston attorney Leon Jaworski
and Dallas attorney Robert G, Storey. Both of these men enjoy
reputations for ability and integrity in the practice of law
which are far beyond reproach from coast to coast.

Both meﬁ served as prosecutors of war criminals foliowlng
World War II, and both are Past Presidents of the Texas Bar
College of Trial Lawyers, and Mr., Storey 1is a past President

of the American Bar Association.

To tell you all of the accomplishments of tﬁese two dedicated
men would take the better part of an afternoon, Let it be said to
the everlasting credit of both that when 1 requested their assistance,
they immediately accepted, knocwing that this service could be given

to their state and'nation only at considerable personal expense and

loss of time in their private practice of law.

Agsociation. Mr. Jaworski is a Past President of the American .
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A few days later, President Johnson announced the creation
of the Presidential Special Commission. In his announcement, the ] g&
President stated that this Commission should take into considera- |
tion all of the facts developed by all investigative agencies,
as well as testimony from the Texas Court of Inquiry.

Two weeks ago, Mr. Jaworski and I were requested by the Depart-

ment of Justice to come to Washington for the purpose of dis-

cussing ways in which we could continue to most effectively

cooperate. During our stay in the nation's capitol, the Presi-

\‘: A

dential Commission held two meetings for the purpose of perfecting

" its organization and hiring of its staff. As you know, this » .
" Commission is méde up of seven members appointed by the President.
Tts Chairman is Chief Justice of the Supremé Court, Earl Warrxen.
Other menbers are Senator Richard B. Russell, Democrat from
Georgia; Senator John sherman Cooper, Republican from Kentucky:
Representative Hale Boggs, Democrat from Loulisiana; Representative
Geraid Ford, Michigaﬁ Republican; Allen Dulles, former Director of
the Central Intelligence Agency, and John J. McCloy, former sbeclal
advisor on disarmament to President Kennedy. All of thém are

lawyers.
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Chief Justice Warren visited personally with Mr. Jaworski

‘and me in behalf of the Commission. At that time he made the

following request, and he repeated this request in a letter
which he sent to me in Austin. I quote in part from that
letter: . .

“All of the members of the commission are aware of the
deep interest of Texas in the tragic event which occurred there
and with respect to which all of us are exercising the
responsibilities 1aid upon us. We share your view that it is
desirable to have state officials do everything possible to

uncover all the facts, and are appreciative of the availability

of these facts to the Commission.

"Ag you know, at this time the Commission is organizing 1its
procedures and we do not yet have available the comprehensive
report of the FBI or of other investigative agencies, both
Federal and State. thile we expect to receive this material

soon, it will take time to analyze it thoroughly, and I am sure

you will agree that there may remain matters which will require

e
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further investigation before we feel we are in possession of
.all of the relative data upon which to make evalu;tion and
judgﬁent. We are most anxious, as I am sure you are, to t;ke

no steps which could impede investigation or which could lead the
public to mistaken conclusion based upon partial féctuél infor-v
matioﬁ. In addition the Commission, as well as the Texas Court
of Inquiry, must be extremely careful not to prejudice in an}
way the trial in Texas of Jack Rﬁby.

"The Commission would not wish to interfere in any way

with you or other state authorities in the conduct of matters

which are your responsibilities, and in which, as you point out, R

the State of Texas has a proper and important interest. At the
same time, it is the view of the Commission, for the reasons stated
above, that a public inquiry in Texas at this time might be moxe
harmful than helpful in our mutual search for the truth.
Recognizing that the timing of this Inquiry is your responsibility

and your decision, we cannot refrain from the suggestion that you

consider the wisdom of postponement of this Court.

o
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"It would be the Commission's desire that you and your

Special Counsel, or either of you, participate in the Commission’'s
) ' . )

work, and counsel with it, it bein§ the Commission's wish that

}
. you as the representative of the State of Texas be fully advised

of the pfogress that is méde in the course of the Cotmission's

investigation énd advance such suggestions as you conslider hélpful_

to ;he accémplishment of the Commigsion's assignment. It may

dev;lop that the Commission would deem it advisable that testimony

of éertain witnesses residing in Texas should be taken before a

Texas Court of Inquiry, and in thaé event, we would expect to

calfiupon you to render this additional assistance. Ey
“Let me assure you of the desire of the Commission to work

most closely with you and of our conviction that in a spirit of

close cooperaﬁion wé can respongibly meet our independent obligations.”
As a result of these conferences with the Chairman of the

Commission, J. Edgar Hoover of the FBI, top level authorities of

the Department of Justice and the White House, Mr, Jaworski and

I had become convinced that the investigative authority of the

federal government was being used to the fullest extent. The

PP T - - -~




N

SAEITAR Y x e
A e

AWM

-l3=

Commiaaidn would be granted gubpoena powers, and the t{nveatigation,
which had already reached acros3 many states and geveral nations,
was being conducted vigorously. Therefore, pursuant to the
Commigsion's request, 1t was our considered judgment_that the Texas
Court of Inquiry. if held at this time or in the Lm@ediute future
might bring about an interruption in the continulty of the nation-
wide inves;iqatlon.

For these reasona, it was my conclusien and decision that
the convening of the Texas Court of Inquiry should, for the

present time, be withheld., At the sama time that I announced this

" decision, I also accepted the snyvitation of the Special Commission

in which they asked Mr. Jaworski, Dean Storey, and me to atﬁend

their hearings and assist with the Commission’'s important task.
Since that time, Mr. Jaworski, Dean Storey,>and I have

returned to Washingta to begin our work with the Commission.

At that time, wé examined all evidence which has bheen placed in

the hands of the Commiseion, as well as the future plans of the

Commiassion, and I can honestly tell you that we were impressed with

the thoroughness of the investigation that is planned.
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As i talk to you, the investigation continues to cross state
lines ... and even into foreign coﬁntries. It is a voluminous task.
It is my desire, and I believe the.desire of the Commission,
that all the evidence and proof gathered by this cooperative
effort be made public at the proper time. *
It is imperative that this report be thorough and that it be
able to stand the test of future examination by us and thé world.
Let me stress once again that it i3 clearly understood by all
concerned that Lf, after we have assisted the Commission in this
work, we feel the necesslty of additional 1ﬁvestigation to disclose
further facts, we will then have no hesitancy in calling for the
Texas Court of Inquiry.
Only one thing is uppermost in our minds. Every possible fact
concerning these tragic aevents must be sought out and established.
Then, and only then, will the public cpnfirm that justice has been

accomplished.
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Now, bef&re I leave you today, let me dwell for just a
moment on a subject upon which I have formed some very deep-
'feelings in these swceeding weeks since that fateful day of
November 22nd.

I have become increasingly éoncerned with.the.general
abuse which has been heaped on this wonderful State of Texas

and the overall condemnation of the City of Dallas which has

resulted in some quarters.

Much has been said about the political climate of Texas,
and Dallas in particular, prior to that tragic date, but too .
much has Seen left unsaid by too many péople ... and the result ' '13
has been an unjust villification which should be of deep.regret
to sober-thinking people everywhere.

Our eastern writers were quick to brand Texas as a city of
political extremism. I would assume that we could also paraphrase
that to state that our citizens hold deep convictions. In any
event, it 1s inconcelivable that one political reaction, applicable

to ten nillion citizens, could result from the deed of one

twisted mind.
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I think it is comforting to note, however, that these

vicious and wholesale attacks were the results of momentary

prejudice and emotion. Since that time, it is heartening to .

Snepe T T el AR

£ind ‘our Eastern writers and commentators, possibly after a
great deal of self examination, returning to a more reasonable
line of thought, and, in some cases, actually apologizing for
words uttered in haste.

Certainly it would be folly to say that all of these

discordant voices have been silenced, however, even though they

continue, you must never allow these emotional attacks to destroy :

the confidence of a great state. S

And to those who persist in libeling our citizens, I would ‘ & ‘!
say "Come to Texas ... come and talk with us. Talk to our “
people who have the same dreams ... the same aspirations... and
the same measures of success and failure as the people of any
other geographic division. Come to Texas and télk with the
paients of 26,000 men and women who gave their lives while
defending these United States in World War IX and the Korean

conflict,”




A AR % AR,

-17- -

And finally, I would séy to these analysts, come to Texas

and talk with our ministers, our priests, and our rabbis, and
( :

'discover that our'peoplé have the same abiding faith, the same

reverence, and the same sincere belief in spiritual guidance.

I think we would all agree that nothiné is needed so
desperately today than a ce;sation of finger point;nq by one
area of our country toward énother. The fact that each of us
may shSre éifferent political beliefé should not open the flood
gates of slander to any groﬁp or area.

There is an oft-quoted étatement which I think best deéscribes
my feelings in this matter. "It saya that "There 1s so much bad
in the best of us, and so much good in the worst of us, that it
tll-behooves any of us to talk about the rest of us." How true,
We can also turn to the Bible which tells us "let he who is
without sin cast the first stone.”

All America today needs the outspokeh influence of men who
recognize that a difference of opinién, 2s long as it is expounded
in a reasonable and non-violent manner, is the very heart of our

democratic system,
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I know not what our history books, will say concerning these

tragic events which occurred within our state. But this I do

know:

Out of thé t;mult will arise a state with greater vitality
than ever before ... a state whose citizens, gaining strength
from each other and from the Almighty God, will reach heights
never before attained in its history.

For you see, I know the citizens and the leaders of Texas.

I know the force, the tenacity, and the moral courage which

exists here. And I know that the only result can be a stronger... “

more vibrant Texas. _ Ih
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