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seized Dec, 5 or the Johnny
Express seized Dee. 15—were
engaged in anything but com-
mercial pursuits,

Following the selzure of the
Panamanian registered Johnny
Express in Bahamian waters,
the United States warned
Cuba that it would take “all
measures under international
law"” to protect American and
other ships against Cuban at-
lacks,

The Stale Department char-
acterized the Cuban action as
a “clear and present threat to
the freedom of navigation and
international ccmmerce in the
Caribbean and a threat to
American cilizens,” .

In its commentary Monday,
Tass called the naval alert
"complelely groundless" and
charged that the two ships,
owned by Cubans who had
taken political asylum in the
United States, “were widely

The ships belong to the Ba.
hama Lines, run by four
brothers, who are Cuban ex-
iles and who have been In-

volved In Cuban exlle affairs,
Tass sald that when the ves-

lo stage acts of sahotage,”

why Cuba moved against the
two ships now. Bul informed
officials in Washington are
inclined to see it as retaliation
connected wilh a recent straf-
ing attack by Cuban exiles on
a Cuban fishing village. In
that incident, Cuban exlles
claimed credit for a landing at
Boca de Sama on Cuba's
northeast coast on Oel. 12,
Twn persons were killed and
four others injured, :

Radio Havana blamed that
allack on “the government of
the United States and ils ac-

used by the Central Intelli-

actions” against Cuba. _

complices.” A Cuban exile

gence Agency .. . for criminal group headed by Jose Elias de .

la Torriente claimed responsi-!

bility and called it the begin.’
ning of a series of actlons to
averthrow Fodel Castro.

Some U.S. officials also sug-
gested that there might be a
connection hetween the sel-
zures and the current visit to
Moscow of Cuban President
Osvaldo Dorticos. He arrived
there yeslerday on what Tass,
called a “friendship visit.”

News of the visit took U.S.
officlals by surprise, U.S. offi-
clals noled that Cuba has fre-
quently used the continuing
U.S. threat against the Castro
regime ps a lever for winning
Soviet ald. They noted that
the ald agreement hetween
the two couniries generally
comes up for renegoliation In
January and that the Dorticos
vigit might be preliminary lo
that negotiation,
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Lo land on Cuban territory and | migration status for an exile

There is no clear indication | litical activity,

State Depariment officlals
_ said the Uniled States tried lo
discouraze exile plans to at
tack Cuba and noted that the
Coast Guard has frequently
picked up Cuhans on suspi-

to become invelved In any po-

The actlon hy the Casiro
government 8gainst the two
vessels coincided with a move
by Peru in the Organization of
American States to lift sanc-
ticns Imposed in 1964 aygainst
i the Cuban regime. In an infor-
mal OAS on Dee. 13, Peru
sought to sound out Lhe alti-
tude of olher members toward
a resolution to let states estab-
lish diplomatie, eonsular, com
mercial relations with Cuba.

The United States took the

twith

position, as enounced by Slale
Department spokesman wac._

. . Renews Denials of Any Plans to
Atlacly Cuba
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R
now resort {e every means to’
mnke Latin American coun-
tries continue lo {nllow their
anti-Cuban course.”

Mexleo never hbroke rela-
tions with Cuba, and Chile has
recently reestablished its ties
the Castro regime.
Sources at the OAS sugpested
that a new effort may he made
to lift sanctions against Cuba
at the annual meeling in
April,

Stale Depariment officials,
while denying any U.S. gov-
sernment conneelinn with the
two vessels that were seized
left open the possibility thal
the ships, and their owners,

ert J. McCloskey on Dec. E._ may at one time have been in.

~that “present circumstances!
do nol juslily altévime the!
0OAS decisions on  sanctions !
since by virtue of its continu-|
ing interventionist behavior
and [ts support for revolution,
Cuba remains a threat to the
pedce and security of the hem-
isphere.” In a formal, closed
meeting  Friday, Peru will-
drew its suggestion.

Tass connected efforts by
some Latin American coun-
tries to Improve relations with
Cuba to the U.S naval alert in
tho Caribbean. *“The wide
movement for normalizalion
of relations with Cuba that
spread In the Western Hemi-
sphere causes extreme irrita-
tion In Washington circles,”
the commentary said. *They
refuse to reconcile themselves
to the hankruptey of their

volved in anti-Castro netivi.
ties. But they supzested that
that may have been in the
heyday of Cuban exile sclivity
belween 1961 and 1963,

Cuha's offirial Communist
newspaper “Granma" called
the denial by the U.S. govern-
ment of any connection with
Ithe seized vessels a “shameful
Jie" comparahle to Washing-
ton's original denial of any In-
volvement in the 1061 Bay of
Pigs Invasion. But State De-
partment offlclals sald the
ships are involved in a regular |
sleamshlp service between
Miami, Haitl and the Domlni-
can Republie,

They add that according to
crew lists supplied bysthe Ba-
hama Lines there were no Cu-
bans aboard the Johnny Ex-
press, except for the captain,
“Jose Villa, a Cuhan-born US.
citizen, aud fwo Cubansg'

polley of isolation of Cuba and | ahoard the Lyla Express, _
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