memhel‘ states to have nothing to do with thé hemf-
‘spheré’s only Commumst state "Mexico ignored-the ba
from fhe start. Other states dropped it as, through the
years,‘f('fuba came to seem less menacing both as & Sourc
. ‘of subversion and as a basé for hostile Soviet action, and
as the Latm left gained strength and mﬂuencethﬂe
ixon. Was. Px;esrdent, his “and “Fidel: Castro’s
< mutual: 'pet‘sonal animus dommated official Cuban- -
American perceptxons Mr. Nixon' was grimly content: to
et stand the glaring contradiction between the detente“
he Vzaﬁééking with Russia andChina and the cold w
qtgfned with Cuba. In Costa Rica. the.other day,:
however, Pres1dent i«‘ord’s OAS delegate ]oined 15 others
in yotlng to eliminate collective sanctions against Havana
.andto permit each member to conduct relations of its
own ‘choice, In-its new respectful style of. hemisphenc B
d‘.ialo%pe Washington did not engmeer tﬁe ‘decision; it
tcontnbuted to-it. '
That Cuba is ready for a new look at the U ted State
is evxdent Mr ‘Castro has received a succession 9(:1“
- ¥si ‘t_o c!uzxge ‘the at;nosphere.\ @ent uba;
prepqere dancer, ‘Alicia AflonsoL to: New York the othe

: ongd. restoring: normal relatlons, he: wogld like -
*c véstore theri as imuch as posslble on hisiown terms.
Th&t is why he'has' been -reaching’ out over the hea of .
‘the U §, gove ment to Amencan pohtlcxans and p hc1~
ﬁgures sympathetie to Chim. Just this.week; playing skill- -
. fully on the sense of guilt and" contntion that has been

’ nounsh m many Amerlcans by drsclosures of CIA

fion of Amerrcan States ‘ousted Cuba ahd ordered'

jcans whdse Cuban' properties:

to: fly ‘the: cultural .flag. His" ewdent, urpose

Iottﬁng against ‘hun, Mr‘ Castro offered‘through Sen

Whﬂe the, vahie of the document -as evidence

»ceptance o:t ldeologlcal dlverslty m_ the Americas. We

think the United States should start: working on'its ewn
relatlons with Cuba. The time for hostlhty and isolation
is past. There is plenty to dxscuss The Amencan base

-at. Guantanamo, for tnstance, is an anachromsm that cnes

ts' own strategic weapors, The. st111

secret Sovret Amencan “understandmg" of 1970 follow- i

ing the flap over servicing Soviet. subs ‘at Clenfuegos,

.., should be" supplemented by a dlrect Cuban-Amerlcan
*.-undertaking. - At ‘some point;- normal trade ,should e ?
3 resumed, The’ problem hereé will be to do it \in a'way

that enhances pro‘sPects of a f

claims. total $1.8° ‘billipn.. Fmallyu ;

politlcal prisoners’ must b _"drg8§
servatives have long manjfested concetn’ or
of Cuban’ Teality. American lihérals, who ‘have paid ‘Floge

" attention {6 prisoners -in’ _rightist . authorltarian states '
“like Chile, should Have: no less an. interest in: respect :

George McGovern an 36-page report .on, ‘alleged CIA™'
Tefforts to assassinate him -during the penod 1 .

aSpect

to the leftjst authoritarian state of Chba Al thése is- -

,Lsues, plus those which’ Mr -Castro .may wish' to. ralse, |
are d}fﬁcult and will take ‘time to negotlate That 1s al
) the more reason for an early start -

i



