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" The once top-secret letters
_began with “Dear Mr, Presi-
-dent” and “Dear Mr. Chair-
man,” and closed with words
like “sincerely,”..of ‘even
SYrespectfully.” :

<., But in between the saluta- °

tions were threats and warn-
ings which 11 years later re-
vive the drama and fears of
the six tense days when

President John F. Kennedy '

and Premier Nikita Khrush-

chev clashed over construe- .
" tion of Soviet missile bases .

in Cuba.
.Len, “letters were ex-
" ed durin

. erisis o October, 1962. The '

-last, four—two from each
.man~-were-made public at
the time, but the seal of se-

crecy -only’ recently - was -

lifted from the first six.

- The crisis actually began
about mid-month, = when
Kennedy was called home’
from a campaign irip be-

causé x{hotographs taken .

from U.S..spy planes showed
work under wa y-on what
military experts said, could
only be a/nuclear missile in-
stallation in Cuba.

: By ‘the weekend of Oct. 21- .

22 the whole country knéw
a crisis was vbrewing in
Washington. -, *

‘The mustery. entied——and i

the suspense began—Oct. 22
‘when Kennedy went on na-
tional television to tell” the
American people he had or-

. dered a naval “quarantine”

of Cuba and had demanded
that Russia dismantle the in-
stallations and remove the
missile components
. One hour earlier he had a
letter delivered to the Rus-
' Embassy in washington
and, cabled an identical copy

: to the U.S. Embassy in Mos-

“cow -for delivery to. the

Kremlin, A\
It 'was important, Kennedy :

wrote that Khrushchev un-

"derstand the will and deter-

miflation - of the United
States. © . :
*I have not assumed ” he.
said, “that-you or any other
sage man would, in this nu-_
clear , age, dehberately
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~pluhige the world into war
whith it is crystal clear no

coulitry=~ could winy and
which could only result .in’
catastrophic _consequences’
to. ¢ fwhole world, ‘1nclud-
ing e aggressor.” f‘-l’ e
-In-the letter, whxch began

. “Déar Mr. Chairman,t. tlmd

' was signed

Kepnedy, also gaid:
that “your -govert

@

1 ed % followlilg orn-
ce W addressé“ }m‘Mr

“only wi% )
Khrushchev?‘“’ 16 sieknowl-
edged both the - note -and

Kennedy's speech’ of the‘

t before, and said: =

must_ say . irankly that .
measures indicated in your
statement’ constitute a. seri,
ous aty :
hé st:? fnations el
\" «we reaffirm that the:ar-:
maments, which arein Cuba,

are’ mtended sole]y. g d:-
fensive purposes in order to
secur:the Republic of Cuba .
against -the attack “of an
aggressor :
gKennedy’s reply, sent the
same -day, was b}-lef and
curt; “I think you will recog-
nize that the step which
started the curreht cham of



- quarantine .

evens was the action of

- your government in secretly

‘furnishing offensive weap-
ons to Cuba. We will be dis-

- cussing this ‘matter in the

.Security Couneil . ..

~ “ILhope you will issue im-

mediately the ‘necessary in-

structions to your ships to

observe the terms of the

. which will go

into ‘effect <at~ 1400 ' hours

Greenwich time Oct. 24.” It -
was signed “sincerely.”

The Defense ‘Department

estimates that at.that time,
about 25 Soviet and satellite
“supply ships were heading
for Cuba. Within the next®
few hours, 12 of them—pre-
sumably those carrying key
military equipment—
changed course to await the
outcome of ‘the feverish dip-
lomatic-activity.

- The next Khrushchev let-

ter, received on the morning
of the 24th, was the one

_some White House sources
“at the time described as’

l_}zggerlcals" accordmg to
press reports. - ¥ '

It was long (almost 1,000
words), rambling and repeti-
tive, liberally lprlnkled with
exclamation - ~points: and
question “marks. It had
somewhat the tone of an
elder scolding a-hot-headed
youngster, The ‘formal diplo-
matic lan uage «of all of the
other letters temporarily
was abandoned, as he asked
~Kennedy to vdsuallze his re-

- action if the positions- were;

reversed:
“Imagme, Mr. Presldent

‘{that we had-presented you

with the conditions of an ul-
timatum which you have
) presented us by wyour acticn.

N ?o%x you have  re-
_ act d 15?21 think that
; yow'Woulchtave Yeen indig-

nént at auch a, step on our
part

“‘You, Mr, . Presldent, are

Inot declaring & 'quarantine
but rathér are setting forth
an ultimatum and threaten-
tng that if-we do not give in

_Jto"your demands. you will

“juse, £orce' Copsider what

And ‘you:
_me =10,

“What morality, what law‘
cdn. justify such an  ap-

proach : by “the -American

government | to lntemational‘
. The Soviet gov-:

affairs? .
ernment considers that the

violation of the freédom to-

use ‘international waters. and
-air space is an act of aggres-
sion which pushés mankind
toward the abyss of a world

N nuclear-missile war .

“Naturally, . we wxll not
simply be bystanders with
regard to piratical acts by:.
American ships on the high

-1 seas. We will then be forced

on - :our-: part. to take the

4 ‘measures we consider neces-

-sary and adequate in order-
to protect our rights. For
this we have allthat is nec--

——

essary »” .

'This - letter was signed

“respeétmlly'ioiirs,"

* Kennedy, who was .closet-
‘ed almost around-the-clock
‘with his brother Robert. and
top administration and con-

gressional advisers, wrote a

reply delivered in Moscow
at 1:59 .am. Oct., 25. The
tone was'softer: -

“I regret very much that

you still ‘do not appear to

understand what it is that

has moved us in this matter
.. .in August there were re-
ports of -important ship-
ments of military equipment
and technicians from the So-
viet Union to Cuba. In early
September I indicated very
plainly that the ‘United
States ' would regard ‘any
shipment of offe jve ‘weap-

ons as prese grav. i

est issues,

“After that time,
government received the
most ° explicit assurances

‘}from your government and
its”: _representatives, \'- both
publicly and brivately,’ that

no offensivé weapons “were

being sent to Cuba /. }-

“In.reliance on. these sol- ‘

emn assurances I urged re-
straint upen those 'in_ this
country who were urging a

, ‘tion in this matter at that
time. And then I learned be.”
yond doubt what you have
not denied—namely, that all
these publie assurances
were ' falsé “and 'that “your !
. military people had set out
recently to-establish a et of

in"Cuba. T ask
'you to recognize clearly, Mr.

Chairman; that it was ot I

who issued ithe first ‘chal-

lenge: in this cage, and that

in the liglit of’ thts T

these activities in ' Cul

_ quired the reSponses I have

,-announced ..

o It was signed "sincerely
yours,” ‘and was a turning.
point. By. then, U Thant,
Secretary General of  the
U.S., urged a.cooling-off pe-
riod’ -during which both
great powers would back off

-} other forces which . might. in-

" a bit and negotmte their dlf-

* ferences. ; «
 Krushchev's next letter,
Oct 26, was the longest of
the excha.uge It urged ac-
,-ceptance of U Thant's plea
-+ and it said that from Kenne-

dy’s most recent letter he-*

had gotten “the feeling that -
you have:‘some understand- '
ing of ‘the situation. which
has developed and a sense -
of responsibility.” - -

‘The basis for.. semement

‘of the crisis was offered

accepted) wlxen he 8
alsurances were xive'
the President md “the
ernment “of ' ‘the

-Ummt~ !

States that the USA' itself
would not participate in an
attack on Cuba and would -
restrain others from actions
: ‘:f this:sort, if you would re-

call"your fleef, this
mmediate]y chanxe
thing . .

will’ decla,l'e that the ‘
States’ will not’ invadg?‘j
-+ and will not gupport a

tend to invade Cuba.. .

“Mr. President, I ‘aph al ‘

to you to weigh ¢
what the aggressive, pir
‘eal actions which ¥°u
announced. the ‘Ui
. States intends to

et g

-in .. international ° waters'
‘would lead to. You' Gurself
know that a sensible person |

_simply cannot agree fo this,
cannot recognize your rlght
to such actiont.”

He . concluded with these
dramatic words:

“If you have done thxs as
the first step towards un-
leashing war—well = then—.’'
evidently - nothing remains
for as. to

—

p you have not. lost. command,
of ...yourself and... realize:
clearly what this could lead .

{ to, then, Mr.. President,. you

and I. should  not. fiow;pull”
on the ends of the rope in

“Therefore, if th %!

knot, thereby dooming ‘the..

‘Iworld to the catastrophe of |

o but to accept |
this challenige .of yours: If |,

which you: have tled ‘a knot |

18 b
intention ‘of - tightening thxs i

thermonuclear war, et us
4» not only relax the forces -
% -straining on the ends of the |
‘yTope, let us take measures
for untying this knet. We.
are agreéable to this.” '

- Instead of . replying di-
rectly, : Kennedy acknewl-.
;. edged " the -essential aecept-
Y ance of the terms in’a wire
| to U..-Thant. The- next day,
| the. 27th Khrushchev “vi'ent

+ pledg dttack on Cuba,
and .7 *the ; following:. day
- Khrushchev annoynced that,
. he‘had issued “a new order
D .to dismantle the weapons . .’
U7 and to ecrate-and return
them to the Soviet Union.” :

o




