12/15/71

4 Mr, Jemse Core
'§ 1820 3t. Charles Ave.
Now Orleans, la,.

Dear Jesae,

From the longth of time 4t has taken me to write and thank you for it, you may
$nd it hard to believe that our lunch was one of the most pleapant I can remomber, buk
it {8 the fact. I regreted mush having to leave for other appointments (for which I was
. late).I enjoyed Charlie Greaham very much,tco. Not less but wmore becsuse he seemed so much
, nkenmwperblymt ‘o playamlawbarmhaiathatmmdismt playmgapar‘b.

It has taken me until now to worknvadown thronshctnllauck that acounulated
during my absence and to recharge the aging batteries. 1've almost caught up on the mail
“and making notes, and I've siretohed the night %o six hours, on the sverage, Getiing together
with you ia the one thing I had hoped to 4o on this trip for fun; not for work, becsuse I
had enjoyed our earlier meetings m¢ and because I had found that yowr knowledge of pecple
Just helped me understand theom betters With all the others, howevor, it was work, and for
that to have meaning as part of my work I had to record what each told me. A% the pace I
went, this was not poosible then, =nd I've had to get it ell on paper bofore I forget.

As we got to talking, some things came to mind that I couldn't talk about after
: Ohaxlie and Mra. Pltts Joined us. I'll return to them,

_ ne of the thinga you maid did intoreat me, It addresses one of the mysteries. So,
I'11 tell you what I learned about them from others, You said you had viewsd the WDSU foot-
age after the assassination and are pretty cortaln you saw yournelf in it, When I asked Bd
Planar about tids his fmnediate yeply was "abaolutaly". So, your recellection iz eorrect.
You gave me a general desoription of the second man helping Oswikld that exactly coingides
with those given ne by twe othars. Yet nelther you nor this sscond men is in that fodtage
any longer, 1 have s number of FBL reports that describe showing otille from that footage
to others in seawch of this missing man. In ell cases, thesc reports were filed by agenta

‘not assigned 4o the case, men who were galled upoa to £ill in. Joherwt Rush made a total
of 17 prints from that footags, of which but two have any official exlatence today. I
doubt the one frow the WWL footage would exist if a Comsimsion lawyer had not used it as
an oxhibit. And all still-existing veralons of the WDSU footage are identical, Ed Planer
pormitied me to have a dub made in 1968, It ie identical with the FEI copy that becane
part of the Cosmisnionts files, and they ave identical with the Secret Service copy that
I vag, ultimatoly, able to hove produced. Thls Secret Service copy still has a wrapper
saying it shows what it does not, this sccond man with Osuzld.
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Orweall said it all, alas! Thome frames sre 1.n the memory hole now,
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Somothing else I learmed is that a man of similar desoripiion wss secn with Oswald
before he picketed the ITH, when he was handing out leaflets on Canal Street. 1 suspect
there is a very good reason why he flsd when you berated them, Who he is remains s mystery.
I muspect that you are in thé same framea in which he appeared, The Coumission malees no
reference %o him, although the fact that he was there is beyond doubt from ite own files.



The two things that came to mind while we were talking that I didn‘t mention ave
theset Willkim George Gaudet and his Latin American Reports had offices in the ITH for
years. Yet the size of the publication would seem o indicate they could not really efford
that space (sven less after the move to the new building) or the offices in other cities.
In othar cities, the seme address was the address of the Free “uba Committee, which was
CIA funded, about $500,000 a year. I found myself wondering whether the presemce of Latin
Amerioan Reports in the ITM was the real reason Oswald ploked that building out to picket,
As I rocall Shaw's explanation, it doesn't make sense. He said the consulate was there,
There had been no consulate there for yesars, from the time Eisenhower broke relations.
And Josephine Hug testified before the grand jury, according to the trial transcripts,
that Shaw gave space to an anti-Castro Cuban group. The name is not in her public testi-
mony and it is aot in the city directory for those years. I'm quits ourious about it. If
you recall the name or anything about it, it would interest me greatly. I would dearly
love to get to the real reason Oswald plcked out the ITM to plcket tho one time he did
arrange for TV coversge. 1t is little known, and it ie absent from official records, bt
his leafletting in that gemerel ares was much morc extensive than is known. But the one
time ho sought and got real attention was at the ITH, And then he used other than the
listed phone muibers %o arrange it. le bad & non-YDSU number for Vern Rottman, yef,-the
FBI intorview with lLotiman malces no mention of that. ' v

Aftor I loft New Orleans I went %o two other cities, In Dallas I was able to
learn more about that strangs mam Jack Ruby. Two things may interest you. I am nov withe
out any doubt that ho proweditated the orime (I always felt that way). He did confess -
it, ultimgtely, with details. And was he sick! Aside from homosexuality and attempting
the rupe of women from as far away as California, he fandled immatwre girls in public,
masturbated dogs and practised cunllungwlue~ both in public, tg_o.

Gaudet, by the way, somehow knew that years carlier Ruby had bought a painting
from Larry Borenstein, A chesp one, naturally - $25.00. He told this to the FBI, which
is not at all wrong, for they should have besn told everything. But it sure helped get
8 investigation of Ruby off in the wrong direction. If anyone in Hew Orleans devotes
hingself more intensively to capitalist pursuits than Larry, I have not met him. The
accident of nig birth is unrelated to his selling a cheap painting to Kuby.

dgain, my thanks for a very pleasant afterncon. Esch time I light a Fire I am
reminded of it by the general supply of Vommander's Pelace wooden matches on the msntel,
Eope you have a good Joliday and a good year — and tha*t I am aguin in lew Orleans so
we can have another such meeting.

Sincerely,

Harold Weisberg




