Conradential ) . - 11-8-68
Hemorandum of conversation withfesse €ore, 31820 St. Charles Ave., Nev Orleans
Thi. aftemoon I stopped off Qt Jes;e's oftice, where we chatted for a
¥hile, after waicn I drove him to his home, waica was on my way. de had found
2 fey tnings he taought mignt interest me, like ome of the original copies
of the Uwwsald Randbill he had ootained eutsice tne olu I.X 8-16-63 {the s:ock is
called nigldenrod", Uouglas vones fold me thi. a.m., and is o. tnei shade),
Jegae told me some of Q}qy Spaw's and tne I.M's higtory. He is a friena
of Shaw, as heumskes clear, and woeuld not consciously do anytning against his
interesti, but he alsoc wants the truta to be Aeveloped. de thinks Shaw is
probably innocent gnd if he has any kind of invelvameat, guiltj or innecent,
it is preobably the gaault of tas mansuvering of Marie Berngqez, of whom he hag the
lovest opinion I recall bearing one man exprds; of anvtner, dis lack of regard is
e xpressed yitnout bi.terness or pass;on, in a matter-of-fact way, quietly, with

the Ting of sincerity.

Jesse ias an eiperiencea public-relations man, amony whose cliemts in poli-
tics have been Jim Garrison. in 1960 he was for Mizon. He was the public-rela-

tione directer of tne irade Mart, an employeq, until ne weat inte Duain‘%;\for hinm-
8elf, ag recall on a number of occasions that Shav told Aiw not bte work so hard,

It is his opirion .mat Shaw followed kis own aavice, particularly duriné his

last two years, wienr his annual‘ualary was $30,000 aunually. dewever, he says

Shaw also maintained a shapr separation nefvcon his personal and higqséffifl lives.

He msntio;ed a wealth man, e;;aﬁé.vno established the ITM, or was the leader

in establisaing it. I had earlier heard hc was Shaw's mentor, i. that is the

right word, the predicessor Jueena dee of tae houosexual community, toe man with
¥nom Shaw lived wnile a stuuent and nis neir., (Jesse said he nad nesrd Shaw say

¥hat it was oelieved he inherited wealtn from Breat, but tukt while he had gotten

&p inderitance, woat wealta he had was or ais ovwn earaning. did not question

Jesse on interpretation, but I su.gest.Shaw may have oeen elliptical.)
Brent became rresident of IiM. Sn;v was toen in New (ork, wita Westerm Union,
where Jesse $sinks he was a downtown oifice manager. He saia Shaw could cock the
phone 08 pis guoulder ana type wnai was being spoken as fast as it was spoken ana
he nad oftem seen him de it. de . says éugt Orent created tae Job fer Shaw, taat
is, tae managing directorship oi the‘ITﬂ.

Vice president unaer Brent was uloyd J. Cooo, who was close to Marie Bermudes.
iney still are close, despite nermﬁdé;' record. Jesse tells of man oecasions wnen
dermudez came back froas trips anc turned in_;;pense accounts for, like, $1U,000,
waica were biid, wita the comment the,peosl; of Mew urleans had gotveo taeir

. .
money's worth, ta that tne momey was well spent for tueir benetit. ie had heard

tne rumor taat on a number of occasions dermudez got caught in various crookedness
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fron walen Bewas alWays protected. Une of his specifications is consistent

¥Witu ynat 1 had neard from geveral official sources, souggling. <nis story

ig tual he was caugat wita a tube of diamonda uy ais rectum. §
‘the ITM began wita Internatvional halﬁl‘ag,'a gscant two nlocks away. 1H was g

X

a meeting and talking plade. tee idea behina ITH was tuac 1t would be a place ™
for tne digplay of wares from otner lands, where trade coula o- booated. At
first bermudez was in opem oppesition te ITH, favorimg IH, until he switchdd, \m:h- ]
eut either positioa having any effect on his friendly relations with Shaw. Josso ' é
thinks it possible Shaw was eassd out to help Bermudez, by Cobb, after Sreat
uiea, waen Cobb became \ami remains, presiaent.

Cobb, ke t{fs:.éveh arrangsd tne location or the new ITm to benefit his own
real-eatate operations, he new lifiuas no titled pesition like tnutjﬂ held.
dowever, tne function, in his velief, is vested in Bermudes. (Bermudez is
marrjed but stikll fruit. Shaw joked abeut himself, as in saying he had been
8iven tae prese.t of a "sruit of tme Meath® sudscription. Jeasse thinks taat
Shaw oecames . & nomosexual because of ais ﬁllo.tto features, fearing the weman

he mignt nave loved mignt on tais ground reject him, and becauss he grew so fast

and 30 flacoily, weigning 2uvand towerimg & feet at 14, wita all fat and no
Dusgle, de appears to uave often told Jesse avout ocl.g punched around by the

o ther ooyu.) .
ihe ring of nomosexuals included the then city pubficny director, bouthit,
PR

whose offigial position was not jeopardizod by reporting of his arrest for a
werime against nature”, These men, Jegse says, wers protogees of Lelesseps
RN,
(Chep) Morrisenm, who uied in a. plane crasia when pileted by the former partmer of
: . ‘.
his ploed enemy, Hugh Ward, partmer of Guy Bamister.
aAmon,, the names Jesse mentioned is tuat of raul g‘;bg, tormerly of the
. hungarian parliament and descrived as a "freedom tighter", He had been
Bpought to tais country and employed by duPont. in -Wilmington ne married
iulie Hitchcoekl sister of lommy, from whom he is now divoreed or the actien

is pending. He here heacwd a aieision of International dguse, He first joined

witn Shav and Bermudez and then oroke wits tnem, according 10 Jesse wuen he

Caught onte wiat Jermudez was up tok,. He rixniislns a good friend of Shaw.
Jesse told me the story of a young mad, he thinks from South Carolina, whe

iived with Shaw for a waile ami was an alcéhalic. a5 HE pRonounced the name it

was like Formidaball, accent at the end. In tais :res uvne can go out Chef Henteur




fighway wuring duck gseagon-ana be in tae office by 10 a.m., witn a bag. Cne

morning, after a successful nunt, he vas g ing down gg;phine Street with a
gooa vag wanen, on impulse, aa one would witn a friend, he stopped at Shaw's,

to share his delicacies. F answered tihe knock aad woulu met teucn the ducks,
waicn had been eviseerated put not deplumed. de asked Jease to just put them on th

ground, Unse i went %o tne Trade HMart and Shaw graboed him and very rapidly
propelled him from the puilding. He later described ¥ as a poovr, unfertunate
friend. '
1t sesms to be Jesse's opinion that fhere is a major scandal at the ITM.
de wonaers tna. Marid could just move out wita toe files of .tae qg:gﬁ%éu%ﬁéég
roundation. 4e tninks btaere is no longer any real LIN, tnat it is nnv'mérely
& Tensal building. He seems to wonder toat no one nas looked inte it. If a fractien
©f hig suspicions are valid, he would seem to be underatating in what he saya.
I mentioned thne reported marriage vetween the sultman vomak, wnose first
A —————
name 1 do not recall, and Shav, a marriage tnat fell apart wien neigher could
bear to forge the domicils to waict ne {she) had become attached., Jesse says
sne bhad had 2 successful career in public relatiens in New York, with such

clients as Edward urrell Stone. Tnere nad been talk of Stone desigring the

new 1iM. Jesse tried to plaat the story witn T1ME, waich wouldn't use i%,

professing a policy er not printing suck stories uctil grouna was oroken and

stesl going up. He says she also was engaged to a Iruity full army Colonel from

the finance department, bald and obvisus.
Jasse remembers Maude kllen Farrar as having sought employment with hinm,

apmmiabeosuter

He seems Rot to knew Jonn podt.

He tainkg the Wegmaun brothers eased uuy Yonnsen out of the firm, net
tnaat Yohnson left over Shaw, rather than nupnle tne case. Unce wien tuey alscussed
Shav, Jehnson told kim he didn't know wnsther he represented Shaw er not, He
regards Younnson as a competent lawyer bu¥, seems to not partocularly like
him persomally. If I recall correctly, he uay Bave ssaid vonnson was net in

tae firm, waiea is what 1 recall sud havisg tola me.

He seems to fesl iuat %5::‘yas avare of tie sermudex maneuverings
against him yet not to bave deen influnnéed agalust Sermudes by taem. When
he describes Shav as gsensitive and intelligent, tais seems inconsistent, iis
degeription of Shaw's grandfather is of nkzunfigntar. And he does explain
3oge of tne atranse pag}pb-nnlia founa in shaw's home,. de a#ya ke once saw Shaw
Wegring an Army onllet oelt Aruuna tpe waist at Mardi Gras, waeRr garbed as a
nuater in lndia. hsrteld Shaw tuat, from.éis experisnce there, suck a celt
¥oula soon be the hiding place for ticks, etc. Shaw's respease was to saow

niz the use he put the belt to, as for cigarettes, etc. He says one of the

o.per things was givenm aim by & visiting arao dignitary, pernaps suvmething
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else and a bermeose, His seeming velief is that all tas strange paraphanalia
13 gupject to sucn imnccent explanation.

de seems %o toimk I gheuld try and gee Skaw or his f::i‘zf' that 1 sheuld
speak to Leen Hubert. I told him of ﬂub.rtf- deposing of uean and ®leberdort.

Shaw had teld him of being questioned by Garrison in December 1966 and of
having toe impression tnis was vecause his name is Clay and tuat Garrison was
looking for a fag of tuat mame. ae seemed to bave thnougxat little of tais then,
%0 have been surprised by what followed.

From nim I lear'nad of pnotugraphiec records tuat migat exist of tae
Naghville Street Wharf dedication. I askead iealey's secretary for ;l:na picture
he recyl1s from toe orange-culered finmal St‘.to.—lten edition of tunat day.
Black 5tar was tnen repressnted by uennis Sipn;ck, vuo is stili in t'ovn and

wiho Matt knews., Sipnick would likely have covered tais event, and his film
gooula etill be at Black Star, ine point im seeking 1% out would be to see if

Shaw or Russo or betk are ia it, Cu" ‘1"’"':1' “Hu b k- V’“/ﬁwfuw)
Jesse alao has the T-P of 11/23/63. In: r'e#ding tne local stery it earried,
1 note waat he told me yesterday 13' entiroiyv oonsistent with what he tnen told
tne paper of tue Uswald literature distrioution.
Jesse is, 1 tuisk, a reserve ut. Cel in tae »F. His wa.l has several
Citations to him for ’!blic-relation'sf’ servie{g $o the air Force. He says
Gzrrison has & taing about "alice im pcﬂefln_ld", anow.ln;g me a copy Jin had
861¢ nim and saying "This is one taing of i;s' 1 save”, u tuough there were
many of Jesse's Jim had net returned, He shewsd me a lutber ke had writien
Jim oa whien vim had serawled a note to tne effect tiuey asnould getategether
800n, for lumen, to discuss tae poimtis) Jesne had made, that se'd ghene Juu,
20d t.at it has mcver happened.
He tainks tne turming peint in Jim's cﬁilpcign agaiaat Wegmann for DA came
S ) A ———
when Wegmann was asked if ae'd forge privase practise if slected. Wegmaman is
said to have reponded "1 unn‘t live on 818,"0;)9 a year', fox wiieh Jin said
he could and would. He tuinks U'Haui vag tae ﬁaﬁon eandidate againgt Jil,‘and
despite nis friendsnip ior vavid chudl.er,, tn.ulks vavid wrong (I gave Pat ciandler
the promised copies of tae Fil vepert ‘and of the paze‘ of Uswald's metebeok today).

Jesse also did the pr work for ¥rank uihdridge when he ran, successfuily, for
Jefferson Parish LA, He astill nras toe rough drat_‘t of a full -page Haloween ad
he gid for Jim, omet tuey worked on. together, .apout tue hiddea u'Hara ghosts

It ig on his ofiies wall,
He wasvery frieadly, I tuink trying to ve helpful, and as he left to enter

big nome, said if bs came accross anytning that would help me he'd send it.




