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ig John Connally was a

administrations, one Dem-
ocratic, one Republican; a three-
time governor of the Lone Star
State; and a presidential '
whose 1980 bid came up M“quuy
short.

Equally important, he was
Lyndon Baines Johnson's
political confidant and the man
Who was sitting in the presiden-
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Connally: dealer-and-shaker
tial motorear on that fateful day
in Dallas, Nov. 22, 1963. In his
posthumously published autobi-
ography (he died June 15), “In His-
tory’s Shadow,” he discusses his
leading political actors of his gen-
eration, induding Jo o
F. Kennedy and Sichard N

Tall, dapper and dashing, Con-
nally was imbued with a T,
brand of the cano spirit withem
which the Kennedy era is
ated. A conservative Demmmt
who believed in an activist gov-
ernment, he worked mightily to
ern era, supporting infrastructur-
2l improvements, social welfare
SIS !Ild' above all el a0

upgrading of Texas' educational
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A Texan’s Long Shadow

programs. In fact, Austin’s pres-
ent pre-eminence as a center for
high‘tech enterprm undoubted-
Iy owes a great deal to the far-
sightedness of the man Anne
Richards referred to as “the Gov-
ernor.”

Later, to the infinite dismay
of his mentor, LBJ, Connally, al-
though still a Democrat, joined
the ranks of Nixon'’s cabinet as an
all-powerful secretary of the trea-
sury. Eventually, he left the party
of his forebears altogether and
made an aborted bid for the 1980
presidential nomination of the
Republican Party, spending $12
million and ending up with a sin-
gle delegate.

But as he tells it, the most in-
triguing aspeets of his life involve
his passage from rural poverty to
dealer-and-shaker to bankruptcy

and beyond.

While attending law school at
the Un.iversity of Téxas, Co muy
made friends and political allies
for life from that “very
class” of the Depression decade,
which included the likes of Jake
P.Ekle, Homer Thoﬂ\berry anad
young man on the make, Col
ly soon drew the attention of an-
other Texas go-getter, Congress-
man Lyndon B. Johnson. Their
relationship was som;gl?esgitem.

i g, given
the enormous egﬁ?;xd ambitions
of the two men.

In fact, “In History's Shadow™
often reads most like a remem-
brance of LBJ. A sense of reserve
remains about Connally, even
when discussing the apparent sui-
cide of his beloved eldest daugh-
ter. However, he is more forth-
coming when analyzing the man
whose protege he became. Few
knew LBJ better than Connally,
who acknowledges that Johnson
was “a man of contradictions:
generous and selfish; compas-




sionate and cruel; thoughtful and
neglectful; charming and crude.”

Connally defends Johnson
from accusations that he stole the
1048 senatorial race from Coke
Stevenson, as Robert Caro has
charged. And he suggests that
Johnson played a major roie iz
the downfall of Joe McCarthy, in-
sisting as he did that the Army-
McCarthy hearings be televised.
Connally indicates that he im-
plored Johnson to threaten a full-
scale assault on Hanoi, which
would have included the deploy-
ment of nuclear bombs.

Along with the passages refer-
ring to Johnson, those discussing
the assassination of John Kenne-
dy are among the most illuminat-
ing. Here, Connally gives lie to
the notions that he in any way
supports the conspiracy theories
or that any other than a lone, cra-
;ed sociopath felled the presi-

ent.

Connally continues to sub-
scribe to the three-bullef theory,
‘and most tellingly terms that day
in Dallas a national tragedy, for
the Kennedys were part of “a
new generation come of age”
who “represented the best years
of our lives." Co-author Mickey
Herskowitz reveals that the bul-
let that wounded Connally led to
pulmonary disorders that eventu-
ally took his life.

Although “In History's Shad-
ow” allows only a glimpse of this
private public man, it is neverthe-
less a valuable firsthand account
of the last of a dying breed of po-
litical giants, who ate, slept and
drank politics. E
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