CIA’s Conein & Dan Elisberg in Vietnam

CITYSKETCH: AN AFTERNOON WITH
THE CIA’S EX-INDISPENSABLE MAN

To suthor David Halberstam, writing in The Best
and the Brightest, Lucien Conein was like “some-
one sprung to life from a pulp adventure,” a swash-
buckling, irreverent CIA agent who roamed South
Vietnam like an angry bear. To former-Ambassador
Henry Cabot Lodge, Conein was “the indispensable
man,” a vital pipeline between his embassy and the

overthrow of President Ngo Dinh Diem in 1963.
""LudenComjin,"‘uysthemhinudf, tapping

nein spent on the world stage is unimportant.”
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combed away from a deeply-lined face. Over a five-
hour lunch of expensive scotch and a hamburger
(“hold the bun” ), The Indispensable Man reveled
in his memories (he was forced to retire from the
CIA in 1968) and spoke apprehensively about a bi-

ography being written by New Republic foreign -

editor, Stanley Karnow. .
Conein likes to tell stocies. He remembers, for
example, rescuing

But it is not easy to relax with or to believe in 2
man who has spent most of his life as an expert in
“disinformation,” and Conein knows it. Some sto-
ries are preceded by a sworn, “Now this is the
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As the sfternoon grew long, the lament of Lucien
Conein began to unfold. He recalled decades of fiv-
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lie would stumble over another.

And then there is the book. Stanley Karnow says
he intends to use Conein as “a prototype of his kind
and his time.” Conein said he talked into Karnow’s
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