‘Was this to show the federal presence ?

It had a variety of purposes. I think the main purpose was to demon-

strate our commitment and to be sure that we were doing everything that
could possibly be done to apprehend the assassin, -Actually, I-stayed
here all through the night because things were pretty réstless and leff,
1'd say, abouf five o'clock in the morning. I took the third-ranking
official from the FBI with me and Roget Wilkins, as I recall, and Cliff

Alexander, I believe, from the White House staff at that time, and a few -

others. And we proceeded to Memphis, had fairly lengthy conferences with

Directin. ¢ nm

.. the local FBI staff, with the Chief of Pdlice, who is a former special

agent in charge of the FBI there, with people who were gathering all of

the evidence informétiou wé had, Had a press conference that morning;
there was of course just immense national concern, The  statement I made,
the critical part, had been typed out for me atimf_request'by the assistant
to the director; Carthz DeLoach, who was the.third—rankiné_offi;ial

-

in the F3I, because it was an investigative matter and I wanted to say

.. the facts in language that would be consistent with the investigative

status of the case and also not undercut it in any way.
At that time we felt that the man would be apprehended in less than

twenty-four hours. In fact, I won a bottle of sherry; as I recall, from

Mr, Deloach in a wager that we made on whether he would be cauéht in’

twenty-four. hours, I did not think we would catch him in twenty-ZFour
hours, and he thought we would, I won another bottle later on whether .

we'd catch him in a week, I'd rather have lost both of those, but'anyﬁay

~at that_particﬁlar time, ﬁhat Friday, we thought we would have him very

.. soon, And Sunday, we sti;l?thcught we'd have him very soon, I remember
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when we were flying back Friday night, probably April 5, thinking perhaps.

when we got on the ground, we'd find we'd caught him, It kind of reminded
me of the . . We were airborne when Mrs, Liuzzo was murdered, or at.least

when we got word; flying back from Montgomer&, Alabama to Washington, D.C,

I thought perhaps we'd get some good word, you know; similar tragic

sub ject,

The FBI, I think, realized hOW'mu;ﬁ was at stake in this investi-
gation. And in my opinion they did everything that could pos;ibly have
been done to locAte the killer., I think it was their number one priority’
for a long time, and I doubt that they ever put so much manpower into a
single investigation., They had agents in every city in the United States _
that just on routine inquifieé, areas of town where Ray had been known

to--I mean, towns where we never knew him to be, but the type of, the

. part of town where he would tend to hang out, They'd take pictures and .

other identification that was quickly accumulated, Because there was
just such a very Substaﬁtial body of evidence right from thé beginning,
you know. There were good strong fingerprints, handprints, and personal
identificatiun‘by-ﬁeople who had seen him twice when he bought the gun,
when he bought the binoculars, whep he checked in at the Rebel Mptel;
when he checked in at the little place, the.little flcfhouse

from which he firéd. So there was just a tremendous amount.of evidénce,.
more than you get iq-the avaraée case, But as chance would havé ;t, he
got away and even got out of the country, and the trail would grow h&ﬁ'&u#
ontd Boow tine to” time.- Then T had-a féar all through May ehaz be-wnd
dead, There was a lot of speculation in the press that he was dead:. I

remember on several occasions a body would be located. One was dug up
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in the sand at Puerta Vallarta,. and we had to send a man down to try to éet
fingerpr.ints and dental identification and other things. And they'd have
to pump up the fingers so tﬁey could get a print; it turned out not to be
Ray, of course., Same thing up in Pennsylv;nia, while we'd wait six or
eight hours kind of anxious to hear, There became speculation in the.'
press that he was dead because it was a conspiracy; the conspiratdrs had
killed him because he had been identified and” théy didn't want to be
identi-fied by him, ~ -

Actually, the trail picked up from Canada because he had been
known to have been up in Cana;ia. In addition, it was known tl;at that was
a good place to get passports. He was identified as having gotten a
passport up there, and then his movements were followed thr.:ough airlines
and other ways. And the word of his capture was made public during the.’
ceremony in St, Patrick's Cathedr'al on the Saturday that Bob. Kennedy was
burieéd, I was in the cnurc‘h and when T came out somebody.-ga.ve me word '

-

that T shculd call Washington immediately, and the word I got when

I called Washingion was that Ray had been arrested in London, I had

known for zbout two-dzys that we thought we were .close; but it was one of
thosa very nerve-racking things where he could get on a plané and be a
long ways off real quick, X.Je were afraid of Africa and other places,
Lisbon was a place-that he had been looked for pretty clo_sely-.' I was

kind of surprised ﬁe was back up in London when I finaily got the ﬁord.'
Did you, to srour satisfaction, rémove any question of a conSpiracy?

Oh, .I don't. think all question of a conspiracy has been removed Tthle )
circumstances give rise to greater doubt than the circumst:ances surrounding

President Kennedy's death, or Bob i(ennedy's death, On the other hand, I
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watched all of the evidence for a long time. I mean, I'd go by the
laboratory and I'd look at the physical ev1dence. i'd just spend hours -
and hours on it, ;?z‘ ad all the reports, and it was a, you knoﬁ, quite
consuming interest. All of the circumstances, as I see them, tend much
more strongly toward hié-apting alone than in consPiracy: It's not
impossible that someone helped him, I think you can be Eretty sure that -
it ﬁasn't anyone of great power or wealth; because they could have either
gotten rid of him or gotten him out of the reach of the United States.

He was hopelessly flounderlng, he was broke, he was having to_make small _
robberies in England, he had no money left, he couldn't make-communica=-_--
tion zad contact to find a way to get to Rhodesia or bther.placesi. And:;f:
it wouldn't have taken much help to get him beyond the reach of~-to-geﬁﬁ?#
him to 2 country that doesn't ﬁave an extradition treaty where we couldn't
get hold of him.
| So, vou know, I thiﬁi moéives can be seen pretty'clei&l&.‘-The way -
he got =zway see:s.i:cr;dible, but it would be incredible if people helped
him tos that we hada't picked it up, From everything you see about his -
i : S ~ life, ha's z lcngr; He's a real loner, aléays has been a loner, There-
fore, 1I'd say, that ﬁhiie any new gvidence should be thoroughly_invéstigatedgwi'

and while we should remain skeptical, that the overwhelming preponder-

ance. of ;he evidencg—toaay is that he acted alone; When:-I- say- today, known:~—
~to me today.-” | |
B: I was going tﬁ say-;let me put in here fof'fhe benefit of.gnjone using . -
) thig'in the future, that as of no%, Ray's f;f§t trial has bgen_completgd_'
withrhis sentencing, but without his testimony and he is now, I believe ..

preparing'nn'appeal;
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Did you have any part'tc play in the disturbances in Washington and
‘elsewhere after King's:assassination? '
Yes, Whiie I was in Memphis on that Friday, I talked with Washington a
good many times and late in the afternoon before we turned around to come
back--I had also met with the family down there, Mrs, King and the
Southern Chrigtian Leadership Conference éeople—-: Ab;ut four o'clock
in the afternoon down there, it would be five o'clock up here, I had had
one conversagion in which the indication had been we should bring troops
in, I got back up here fairly late Friday evening, I'd say it was nine
o'clock., When we flew in, I asked the pilot to circle the city, which be
did fairly low two or th;ee timgé, and it waé one of the saddest sights
you'll ever see. There were ;ubstantial fires in four or five widely
scattered areas, and smoke ﬁiles_torthe south of Washin?ton. The blﬁzes_
were at their height probably a; ﬁhat_time or within a fewAhpurs after
;hét. The rumors that we had heard in the meantime from our own Sources.
and otheré were just incrédiblé aboﬁt all downtgwn destroyed, things like
that, Of course, it wés bad enoﬁgh, but it wasn't that bad.

So I was back on the giound #nd back in the office probably by ten
o'clock that night and I don't believe I wenf home for seventy—-two
hours probébly, ; was at the offic;‘all the time:_ The first time I left
was to--T weﬁt out and.surveyed Fourteenth Street and Seventh Street on
Satufday_mo;ning; I don't believe that we wentto :bed Friday night. I

spent Saturday night there and slept three our four hours and went out to

.be on "Meet the Press" Sunday; and I doq?g think I got home until Iuesdéy,_,gf

working; you kﬁaw, nnt.on;y on-Washington but on the commitment of

troops to Chicago which came Sunday, and Baltimore which came Sunday
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afternoon, and half a dozen other places that didn't get the headlines,
Pittsburgh was a place of great concern, and I must say that there

Governor Shafer and Mayor Lawrence evidenced really great restraint, As

best I cah tell, there was substantially greater justification for a

commitmenﬁ of troops to Pittsburgh than to Baltimore or Chicaé&{ Whiie
in the other two places there were insistent demands immédiately for
troops when they weren't really needed, partlcularly galtlmore. Neither
the Commanding General of the National Guard nor the Army General who had
been sent over as advance command potential recommended that troops‘go,
but troops went., Pittsburgh,as an illustration,whad ﬁore_violence and

a greater fhreat_by far f;gm all that_we_Foq}ﬁiqegyudid not ask for
troops. Had it asked forltroopé as I @qé tgld_phgﬁ, it would have taken

twenty-four hours to get troops there,

Were you in regular touch with Mr. Johnson during thatiweekendf-_ 
Yeﬁ. . ‘ » B ,'. | =
Was hs occ;tied pretty much fulltime with all of this?

1'd szy by far the greater part of his waking hours were concerned with
the cozbinations of call for.ﬁroops and domestic vialencé that was going.
on;;tﬁe riots, Dr. King'a death, and what to do about that, What could be
done in terms of inﬁestigation, i:.terms of, you know, leadership,

One thing that comes up in this whole general area--it came up a good
deal that Summer and on into the pre31dential campaign—-you got a good
deal of critxcism for not prosecuting, say Stokley Carmichael, or Rap
Brown, under the 1aws about crossing the state lmpes to.fpmgnt rio;s,»

What was your reasoning in that area?

My judgment-is that you can't prosecute individuals just because the public
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wants you to. You have to have evidence and laws that would warrant
prosecution, and we never had evidence that would support the prosecu-
tion uﬁder an interpretation of the law that was constitutionally valid.
It would have been the easiest thing in the‘world-for me and a very
camfortﬁble thing to prosecute Stokeley éérmichael, but we didn't have
the evidence. I reviewed, you know, a good many filés where the investi-
gative agencies had brought forth materials that warrante§ review, but
we neﬁer found it,

Actually, Rap Brown was prosécuted, and under a fairly pecﬁliar_
and a somewhat technical statute, I think there was a clear violation.'
The penalty was unjust; he was given five years., What he did was-he tra-
veled in interstate commerce across state lines with a gun in his
possession, when he knew, or at least the evidence showed he knew, he
was under a felony in@ictment in the State of Maryland as a result of
the riots at Cambri&ge.. We found out about it about fh:ge o'elock
Friday afternoon, He had flown back from L;uisianazihat night, We had
to get ia§estigations going simultanepusly:in Atlanta, Georg;a, Baton
Rouge, Louisizna, New.Orleéns, New York City, and Los Angeles. And by
two a.m, that next Saturday morniﬁg, less than twelve hours, we had
enough evidence to convince me thaz there was probable cause to think
he violated this law. And he was arrested, and has since been tried and

convicted. The case is on appeal. He was given five years for it.

It's a rarely used statute, although it's a reasonable statute,'although

_ I think five years is pretty extreme,

I've got a lunch with the Community Relatioﬁ Service, so I'm 'going to

have to cut off. Is there one thing we need to wind up here?
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I was just going to ask you if you had eve? received any kind of pressure
or criticism or encouragement from Mr. &ohnson in thi§ area we Qere just
talking about, It woﬁld have been comfortable for his administration too.
It certainly would have, yes. I think he‘wondered, as most laymen in
the country did, whether there wasn't a conSPiraéy among people and
whether violence wasn't being fomented, and whether Carmichael and others
weren't violating the lav. He admonished me on a good man} occasions to,
you know, really be very aggressive and study the thing, but he certaini}
never uréedrme to bring a caée that I didn't think was right,

We had the same thiug with the:Adam Clayton Powell case. We had
letters sigan=d by over a.hundreé congressmen urging pro;ecution, but, you
know, you just can't prosecute bscause somebody wants to. You'ﬁe got to
have z case, ) - ) 3

Thank wvou, sir.

[End of Tzps 1 of 1 of Imterview IV]




