Sen. Schweiker, Face Nation, 7/20/75; Plots v Castro; Kiokback on JFK

JDiy Very glad to have tape. I hdpe to get iramseript, if you'd like one, Widle I'm
tired and msy not have beent fully acute, I have tuo improssions that can ssem to
be and may be contradictorys the he doss not reelly mean he believes the JFK assasaie
nation was retaliation but does mean it was ons of a mumber of eloments that should
not have bean ignored by the ¥erren Commission and adds stress to emphasize the
latter point; and that maybe he really does mesn this,

He was unequivocal in beliwfing that there should de a new investigation (and
on this I am familiar with some of his mail). In the context of the day tho strongest
and safest course, particularly when no Scaator has a solid case and sfter the
Bocice Come Report, is in terms of political assassinations in general. On this he
was clear, emphatic and laid it on the CIA, as one of 1ts functions that must end,

It was intefesting to we that when Schorr mentioned the name Oswald Schweiker
cut bim off and responded pot in terma of Oswald,

Ho was also clear that such an investipation would not be the function of tids
comzittes, which is what I've felt 4t would hold -

mmmthnheismttbxmmmmdmedtMsuhjmgsdid
sposk at length and emphatically about foreign political assasminations going back
mveral decedes, In any céntext thie is the safest approach and the one wost easily
comprehended and approvded X by the electerate.

- If he wanted the JFE question asked or Af ho planted it or himself ex if he
anticipated it, he tock the one approach that, regardless of the overtones and ine
herent suggestions, wes the safe one, the one he could hendle, the one with no
kdokback 1ikely except as taken to mean there vas a retaliatory assassination.

That he meant it the way it was beadlined ia supported by his interprdntion
of that AP story. However, the Timeo-Plcayuns headline was of a warning against
continuing raids. Ths words sttributed to Castro are not aiwed at J¥X persanally.
They are a goneral warning.l think a fair interpretation is tit for tat. But not tat
without tit. It was rather a warning to stop the attempis at sssassinstion and raids.

Italmt!nmu}obethatthammnomdmwaﬁmﬁmuﬂhmtthisbﬁng
invastigated; 41t wasn £ investigatedy 4t must be,

Or, that Whitten*s interpretatien can be correct.

1t was not a call for a limited re-investigation, limited to reXalintion.

If the imediate effect is not good, having been taken ss meaning there wem
& Castro retaliation, I think the long-run effect will be goode I think it is now
more likely that this comritee will recomend a noew JFK mscassination. At least.

The poor quality of the xerox Whitten sent me, one of two he sald he made frem
hisp taking his to be cne of Scimweiker's, the I would asy there were several
generations of xeroxes batween the original and Sclweiker's copy. Yr, it was one
of the things given to the comndtise, of which he was given a COOYe

(I told Whitten o whom to mpoak at the TP to get a chear copy and any othey
similar or relavent stordes, If he gets one I think I will, His atiitude has changed.)

It is a very interesting mansuver, Maybe a bit more interesting bocause “orman
aakad the first question, not Schorr. Schorr is woriing on it; dermen is not. However,
ficorge has a general familiarity with my work,

I Pound the Kerr treatments fair, with the mistake you noted not that importent,
I also found that his inteorprotations of the meaning were fair. It was not correct
and 1 did not el him that I got it Ly FOIA and it is not tree &hat all the BC filos
are now declassified,

The handling of and quotes from the CJR on reporter/CIA ugents interesting, I

€44 not know of that plece. 'hanka much and best,




