Suppréssed China Book
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A bock printed in 1960 aid
then destroved under stiil on
sfure circumstances by it b
lisher, Macmillan, has been.j
published bv Harper & Row
snd Octagon Books. The woek
1% ‘The China Lobby in Amaeris
13 Palitics,” by Ross Y, Koen,
atEpecimiist on East Asian af-
! His book was stro
cfitical of the Chi;’.a Lobby, &
off te of Americans
el Nmonalpoil'ls? Chinese wio
sought 1o influence United
Stpies foreign policy toward
Chins in the decade of the
nineteen-fifties.
A few copies escaped Mac-
1's effort to recall those
y distributed, and they
became an underground classic,

to Dr. James €,
gon Jr, curator of the
Foundation at Harvard

and a member of the East
Asian Center at Har-
vard, “The volime at Widener

:Im“ in 1960 and who
private consultant in Sacra-

is now

mento, pave this account of his
hook's d and resurraction,
;irl:r: letters and papers in hw

He " wag  commissioned 1o
4

8 The manuscript was sc-
capied after h:vingpbeen soru
timized by a number of China
specialists and hy Macmilian
lmwyers, Some 7,500 copies
wete primed and bound and
acheduled for release in March
1880. Some copies were sen
W reviewers and libraries.

the Light Again

WHITMAN
About two weeks before puir
iwation date, Bruce P Bren

company president, informed
Mr Koen thal the Chinese Na-
tionulist Embassy had threat-
ennd a libel action if (he book
were published, The offending
septence, in the prefats, as-
serted  that there was strong
evidence that high Chinese Na-
tionalist officials and same
Americans had collaborated in
illegal narcotics treffic w e
mited Stxtes. No persons were

named,
Althoogn Mr. Koen deulred

that e libel" dould he sis- |
e tom his

guage, and Macmillan
to who :had m%
coples, seeking their recal! 1

publisher also agreed to iscu@
a revised book. - |

Subsequently, wmccordi o
Mr. Koen, he was a 0
make (urthar changes sub-

#ance, which he deciined
undartake. Copies of the baok

‘ reupan destroyed by
41 an

ssor Kaghr, in his peet-
S80S

b the dotails. He did,
however, acknowledge that the
hook had indesd been “with.
drawn." i
Eight vears after the death

of Mr Koen's bonk. he sug-
ceeded in obtaining the rights
o it from Macraillan. In the
;mcnt, however, he was
! not to mention Mac-
imillan's name in reprintmg the

boolk., nor o describe mowml g
ling detwls of its suppression |
| Havmg obtained the rights
Mr, Kogan offered his woirkk W
several publishers, and it was|
accepted hy Harper & Row in|
1971, According to Mr. Hoen|
and to Elizabeth Jakah, an
laditor in Harper & Row's Tarch
Book paperback division, ibe
origl book was reprimed,
ironically on recycled puper,
after a few modest |
were made in the text with|
the author’s approval. The orig-|
| controversial passage hns|
been retained, Harper & Row,
mnwhim mﬁr h::ﬂcnwr
ights to n. Mr. Koen -
l&nm Sl.ﬂmiu an advance
inst royalities.
{ mhl;evhll‘of; .Mr.b Koen's
praised by man
.'m specialists, including Dr:
Thrsoo who said, “The
'is ® highlv important actoumt
of Keentral aspect of our China
relationship.” Another who said
/be wis heartened by the book's
G rance was O. Edmund
?cm the Columbia scholer
{ormer United States Con

m Peking.




