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- TREASURY DEPARTMENT
o UNITED STATES SECRET SERVICE
WASHINGTON 23, D.C.

January 6, 19¢4

Mr. J. Lea Rankin

Zeneral Counsel

Fresident's Commission on the
Assassination of President Kennedy

vashingten, D. C-

Daar Mr. Rankini

Reference is made to your lettar of Decembar 30, 1863, The seconc
paragraph requested information concerning. the handling of the Prasi-
dential automobile since November 22, 1963,

When the President was taken from the Presidential car (S8 100-X|
into the Parkland Hospital, the car remained at the emergancy enirance
of the hospital under the supervision of Special Agent Samuel A. Kinney.
Curing its stay thers the "Bubble Top™ 2nd the leatherotte convertibi:
cover were placed on the car by SA Kinney and SA George M. Hickey aud
member of the Dallas Police Department. After the efficial party left
the hospital, S§ 100-X was driven to Love Air Fleld by SA Hickey and

“he cax was placed aboard an Air Force C-130 for the filght to washlhgin.

Curing this flight Special Agents Kinney and Hickey remaincd wita toe -,
in the plcne.

Car 100-X arrived at Andrews Alr Force Base, Washingion, at £ s.-.
Noveczmber 22, It was driven from Andrews under police escors €3 tia
“alte House garage by SA Kinnsy, accompanied by SA Charles Taylor ot

thz Washington Field Office. When the car arvived at ths garage a:

$ p.m., it was tumed over to SA Morgan Gles in charhe of Secret Sovvles
vendcles ot the White House garage. The entire car was iher covorng
wiin a larvge sheet of plastic by SA Gles and two special aceass from who
Wzshington Fleld 0ffice were assigned to guard the car. These specisl
27enats were instructed that no one was to approach the car or toueh i-
urtll clearance was had from supervisery parsonniel of the Socreb Service.
The only 2ccess to the car permitted thereafter, until the gquards wexs
removed on Novembexr 24, was to Deputy Chief Paterni and toe party with
hiz and later to the FBI search team, both mentioned below.

There is attached a copy of a report of SA Charles Taylor of tie
washington Field Office concoxning the sacurity measures surrcunding
toe car and the agtivity at the White House garage in connection wit:
thes search of the vehicle.
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Tnere 15 also attached a copy of the sheets of the log boac of
Wnite Houso garage For the period 1:05 a.m., Wovember 23, 1003,
last prior entry on that log was 3:40 p.m., November 22, 19353)
ough Nevember 28, 1963, reflecting the entry of tha FBI search to
the worksan of the Arlington Glass Company (November 26, 1963).
This log identifies those persons admitted to the garage during zhis
fericd, except for those with Secret Service or thite House credentials.
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SA Nilliam Greer, who was driving the car at the time of the
assassination, states that he did not notice eny damage Yo tho windshlelc
on the orive to the hospital.

SA Bickey, who drove the car from Parkland Hospitzl to Love ?iel
said that he noticed some slight damage to the windshield on the cr
to the airport, but that the damage was not extensive enough to aff
ais vision.: The windshield, in the area around the dazage, was spat
with debris. However, SA Hickey noticed upon the arrival in 4..3..,I~..‘Ln
end at the Phite House garage the "spidering” had increased and ths
camage to the windshield was more noticeabla.
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SA Kinney, who drove the car from Andrews Alr Field to the White
rpuse garage, stated that he noticed very little damage to the windshleld
whzn he was loading it on the plane; that the damage was mors noticealle
wnen he arrived at the garage but that 1t was not so extensive as to
affect his driving from the air field.

Spec:.a Cfficer Davis of the Secret Service and SA Gies stated that
they noticed the damage to the windshield whan the car ar':L\red at the
caraqa, that both of them ran their hands over the outside suriace of
ine windshicld and found it to be smooth and unbroken, and that the
dumzga to the windshield was entirvely on the inside swurface. Zoth wonz

) pre:;:nt Wwhen the windshicld was removed from the car by the Arlincien

alass Company and noticed that the removal caused the cracks in tha
-,'.:::s to lengthen, but the outslida surface still remained wbroken anc
there is no hole or crack through the windshield,

Special Agent Gies has viewed the photographs of the windshileld
Szl:en by the FBI and states that the damage noticeable fo the w-ndf-‘_i“..
wihen 4t was first brought into the gaﬂge was not as extensive as
damzge veflected in this photograph; i.e., the cracks warxe not so
spparent. Apparently there was only & small splderwob-like damas
visible on the insidae of the windshleld when the car orrived, but SA Glos
iz of thz opinion that the temperature changes involved in the Tlight
Trom Dallas, the temperature change and the vibration freom driving ineo
cey from Andrews Air Field to the ¥hite House garaga, and then the storing
of the car in the warm temperaturs cof the White House garage is respon-
sible for the change in the appearance of the damaged area of the wind-
chield visible in the photograph taken by the FBI. The pactograph is
attached and labeled as Exhibit I.
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In a pnotograph attached and labeled Exhibit 2, taken by the FZI,
there is a dent in the chrome topping of the windshield, just above
the attachmont of the rear view mirror to the top of the wincshield
{ramz.  SA Gies, who was responsible for the care and maintoacnee of
chis vehicle, bzlieves that this damage was on this car prisr to
Nsvember 22, 1863, and 1% 15 his recollection that the camage wos dc‘::
in Haw York at the Empire Garage (Lincoln-Mercury Dealer) on Novemzzr .,
1561, Gles thinks the damage was done while he and employucs of the Zalco
Carage were removing the "hezder” on the leatherstte top to masxe ropoiv:
to the crank which securss the convertible top in place on this vehicle.
If this was the case, no effort was made to repair the dent prior to the
assassination.

Mr. Paul Michel, Service Dirsctor of the Empire Gzrage, who wis
preosent and assisted durdng those repairs, in an interview said that o
uid not remember that any dambge occurred durdng these rojairs but 4hat
it is very possible that it could have happened as a erank had broscn
0ff in the area. The repairs were done hastily since the car was necdec
to transport the President, and this slight damage might have gone wn-
nat:ced by him. It may be signlficant to mentlon here that this ploto-
graph accentuates the damage. This indentation is so slight that it
COs-u.d pass umnoticed in ordinary viewing of the area, especially since
the sunvisors, being in a horizontal position most of the time, would
frecuently cut out the view of this portion of the frase.

Ugon his arrival at the ¥White House shortly after 9 p.z., on
oveoker 22, SA Kinney advised Assistant Speclal Agent in Chaxge Floyd
Ezring that ha noticed what appeared to be a plece of kone oxr tizsue on
the floor of the rear of the car near the “jump” seat. puty Chisf of
he Sceret Servico Paul Paterni and ASAIC Boring weni to The office uf
¢mirsl EBurkley, the President's physician at the ¥hite Houce, and
cussied Ch .‘mf Petiy Officers William Martinell and Thomas Mills of
r Durkliey's office to accompany them to the White House goxage at

10 p.m., vhere they removed thea plastic covering the car. They
nen recovered 3 three-inch triangular section of skull. Mextinell

2 recoversd what was apparently a quantity of brain tlssus from the
%« szat of the car. In running his hands over the front cu.,hie- r:f
utomorile, Deputy Chief Paterni found a metallic fragmeni in ihe
in the arez between left and right front sectc. A socoand
ags mant was found by Mills on the floor in fromt of th

Soth of these fragments were twumned over %o the FII Tor
tics examination and are mentloned as Bxhibits G2 and C2
tlc.; report mace by the FBI addressed to the Chiel ¢. rollco
November 23, 1863,
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At 1 a.m., lovember 23, 1563, Deputy Chief Paterni arranged for &
veon of FEI agents to examine the Presidential limousine for cvicoence
relating tc tre shooting. This team was comprlsed of special agents
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-2 BRI Crrin H. Barilett, Charles L. Killiam, Cortlancat Sudmand
-t 4. Frozer, and Waltexr E. Thomas. No report of thelz emuin.
#urnished to the Secret Sexvice; however, the ballistics Tepor
.:amac above also contains a statement "evidence cbtained by FI
sxy perscnnel during examination of the President's iimousise.
wren matal fragments recovered from rear floor board garpel.
scraping from inside swurface of vindshield."
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%o rapert has been recoived by the Secret Service from the F3I
covaring the damage to the windshield nor the damage to the chrom: on
t7o windshield frame. Neither SA Greer nor ASAIC Kellermen, who ware
riding in the front seat at the time the shots were fired, racall
noticing any fragments striking or ricocheting from the windshield
por the windshield frame.

izte Saturday afternoon, November 23, SA Gles requssice permission
o Doauty Chief Paterni to clean the blood from the back sect opd thz
‘lgor of “he car at the earliest possible moment. He was advized Tnau
£3is pormission would be granted when the FBI search teanm and ti:
srotcctive Rescarch Section had completed their examination =nc sudideien
saatecraphs had been secured. On Sunday, November 24, SA Gies rejuciios
Toputy Chief Paterni for permission to begin to clean up thi cir inst

the odor from the car was becoming cffensive. Thls permission wad grens=:

s=tar clearance from FEI. Late Sunday evening, November 24, thn quaran
wevs rompved from the vehicle and SA Gies and Special Qffizer Dovis <oc
#hite Houase Police Officer Hutch began to remove the bleod ftains and tre
cotris from the car. At that time thore were still fragmenis of ome

v hair in tha debris of the car which had not been removed &y the Fal
Lawzh team. There were frequent attempts in the subseguent Soyd Lo
grthny vemove the cdor-causing material in the car; and until spproxi-
ately ons wesk subsequent to the first cleaning, the odor in tho car

was =z411 evident, Color photographs depicting the cenditlon of this

tox o its arrival at the White House garage are attachad - (Exhibit Jas

whan, on Sunday afternosn, Novezber 25, 1963, Chief Patexnl in-
ssvucted SA Gles to de whatever was nocessary $o cl2en tho car o maks
i= zvzilable, SA Gles understood this to mean to do whatever was
sary to place the car in operating conditlon. He insctrucrac
Ferguson of the Ford Moter Company to arrangse for ths Teplecemanc
s windoaizid. The windshield was replaced on Noverier 2o by
perscnnel from the Arlington Glass Company. SA Davis was pZesent
Curire tme romoval of the windshisld and verifies that this was cafzied
ot as deseribed by Mr. Ferguson in his memorandum of Docerser 1, 1500,
Si Gies was algo present part of the time while the windshield was keing
removed.
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~np windshield was stored at the Secret Service storcrcen Lo the
White House garage. This room is always kept locked and the gerage is
under the 24-hour supervision and control of the White House Folica.
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windznield will be kept avallable for examipatlon =y ¥=ivr
of the Commission if such an examination is © NSkEErEG

Sirce the acsasgsination, the car has never been used o SIESnLooE
spo pesgicent, It was kept at the White House garage il Dee
-on “he car was driven by Zord Motor Compuny employsc, Veuiim
n Division of the Ford Meior Lirf
rpose of re-designing a m=w

Comsony, Cearborn, Michigan, for tha m
suizkle Top.

on Docomber 24, 1963, the car

Cempony %o the firm of Hess and Eisenhardt, custonm body designers a3t

Cineisnadi, for the manufacture and installation of 2 pullet-resistant
"usble Top." At this writing, the car 4§ still at the Hess aad
Eisennhayrdt Company.

was driven from the Ford Molor

The third paragraph of your 1stter requasted to be advisad of the
eristonce of any statements or investigative materials relative to ouT
~:-srt of December 18, 1963, The Secrot Service has a voluminous s 24
ining information and reports of the investigation made of the
_-tznces surrounding the assasgination and the killing of the

1 have instructed Inspecter Kelley of my s:2il t

suz-ach, Oswald. 0
T b the Commission copies 0 TIpaxes
£
7ay wish to review the renaining reports and o o
+ional reports which your staff consl
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11 these yeports and to furnis

.d gertirent to the investigation. Theraafter, @ =ere
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sny addis noidors CRoes

st this procedure because, 35 you xnow, in a filz of uis
vo pany reports of investigative leads which have Szon Yun
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ous and fourd to have had no basis or contain enly acministratl
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+he Committee vould havs no interest. Howeutr, =°

serontion in which
ved that all information in +he hands of the Sscret Sorvice is
iad”

-vatlahla for review by any remper of your staff, 2nd it ig cur Inteniiw
s be s cooperative and 25 helpful as possikle.

[T

ne Sexvice has a roll of colored film taken by an ommiour phobo-
and a recl ef film taken Y

showing the zctual assassination,

Service agents which shows the assassinaticn scene and tha view
-zzgain had from his voatage point. The regonssrusicd crime sTEnS
cnows Sha view the zssassin had throuch the feloscooic lens.

, £1lpg would ba of interast to the Cormittes and #ill =0 ¢

pretviy
zhlc to the Committoe upon request.
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Sincerely yours,

i/”SEEZEE:,unze' -{,4»-—f‘i§;7*
James J. Rowley f\
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