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JFK and a Woman

Judith Campbell Exner, the Mobsters
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Washington — The Senate intelligence
comimittee’s re on assassination plots
disclosed that President John F. Kennedy
had'a close friend who associated with two
underworld figures who were principals
in one death plot.

But the report concealed that the : f
friend was a California woman, Judith .
Campbell Exner,

Officials of the Senate committee Tues-
day confirmed published ris that the
friend met then Sen, K y at the 1960
Democratic convention in Los Angeles

which nominated him for the presidency,
She was in contact with the White

House “frequently” thereafter, according
to the Sena ?.e committee reports. It said
o e Seale commiteorputs. 1t s the CIA and the Castro
tween her and the White House during a
$4-week period in 1961 and 1962.
‘The woman was identified by a com-
mittee source Tuesday as Exner, a dark-
haired artist who, according to her attor-
ney, has been living in San Diego for : g Lol
tbe st year.

FL

e committee discovered Exner’s
reI ationship with Kennedy while investi-

gatmg a Central Intelligence Agency
CIA) plot to assassinate Cuban Premier
Fidel Castro. The plot involved two

underworld figures (Sam Giancana and

John Roselli) who the Federal Bureau of !

Investigation (FBI) learned were friends Pl t i f
of Exner. 0 :

. Giancana, a Chicago Mafia leader, was '
murdered last June shortly before he
was scheduled to testify before the Sen-
ate committee. Roselli, once a protege of
Giancana, festified in secret session

about a week after Giancana's slaying. pare assassination report went largelv

‘Both committee Chairman Frank | unnoticed when the report was issued
Church, D-Idaho, and Vice-Chairman | Nov: 20. Attention focused on the com-
John Tower, R-Tex., denied Tuesday that mittee’s central findings that the CIA
there had been any effort to cover up under four Americsn presidents had plot-
any information pertinent to the commit- ted the death or overt‘nraw of five

- tee’s assassination inguiry: gt foreion leaders.

Church said that there was no evidence Kennedy's te]ephune contacts wuth
that the women knew anything about the Exner wers cited in a section of the
plot against Castro and that “‘no one on report entitled, “Did Presidenf Kennedy
the committee thought that the presi- learn anvthing ahout assassinetion nlats
dent's personal relationships  with her, as a result of the FBI investigation of
whatever they were, were the proper Giancana and Roselli?"
business of the committee. The report concluded that there was no

"“We would have been accused of being wav to know for sure. but said Kennedy
salacious and sensational and rumor could have learned about the Castro plot
mongers if we had tried to pgo into from the FBI investigation.

personal relationships and it wonld have
been highly improper,” Church said.
“Any attemnt {o characterize the report
as a cover-up is really outrageous.” | .
The Senate committee's two-page refer-
ence to Kennedy's close friend in its 347-



Shurtiy before the committee’s
was released last month the Washingtnn
Post and Scripps-Howard newspapers
po that the committee had estabhsh-

a link between Kennedy and a Judith
Campbell The news accounts also men-
tioned her relationship with Giancana
and Roselli and said the committee was
attempting to determine whether Kenne-
t(i:y could have learned from her about a

T4 plot to kill Castro.

The repurt however, gave few clues as
to identity of Kennedy's *‘close
friend, iyt mentioning neither sex nor age.

This prompted New York Times colum-
nist William Safire to charge that the comn-
mittee “has attempted a cover-up from
the government's end; the Mafia, by si-
lencing Giancana forever, has clamped
down the lid from its end.”

(See Column, Sec, 4, Page 4) .
Safire who served in the White House

SAM GIANCANA

under former . President Richard M.
Nixon, said it was the public's business
when a president shares a close friend
with a Mafia figure selected by the CIA
to arrange the assassination of Castro.

Church denied Safire’s charge of a
cover-up.

Exner, who was in her mid-20s when
she first met Kennedy, testified in closed
session that she had no knowledge of any
assassination plol against Castro.

Roselli also testified the woman had no
knowledge of the plot.

Roselli could not be reached for com-
ment Tuesday, bul a source close to him
said, “Roselli became very annoyed at
the commiftee for trying fo defame
American womanhood and the reputation
of a past president.”

The source said Roselli refused to an-
swer some questions about the Kennedy—
Exner relationship.

The committee report noted fhat all

living CIA officials who were involved in

the underworld assassination attempt or
who were in a position to have known of
the attempt had testified they never

discussed ‘the assassination plot with the -

president.

By May 1961, however, the president’ 4
Gen. Robert F. Kennedy

brother, Atty. Gen

and FEI Director J. Edgar Hoover had
reason to knowthat Giancana was in-
volved in the plot, the committee report-

A]though there was mo ‘evidence to
indicate that -an 'in the FBI had
concluded that Gilancana was involved in
the plot, the report continued, the com-
mittee uncovered ‘‘a chain of events
which would have given Hoover an

opportunity to have assembled the entire -

picture and to have regorted the informa-
tion to the president."”

The committee reported- it had evl '

dence indicating “that a close friend of
President Kennedy had h‘equant contact

JUDITH CAMPBELL EXNER

with the president from the end of 1960
through mid-1962. FBI reports and testi-
mony indicate that the President’s friend
was also a close friend of John Roselli
and Sam Giancana and saw them often
during this same period.”

White House and the President’s friend
whose testimony confirms frequent phone -

contact with the president himself.”
On Feb. 27, 1962, the report continued,

Hoover sent identical copies of a memo- |

randum to Atty. Gen. Kennedy and
Kenneth O'Donnell, special assistant to
the president, stating that an FBI investi-
gation of Roselli had revealed that Rosel-
li had been in contact with the presi-
dent’s friend,

“The memorandum also reported that
the individual was maintaining an associ-
ation with Sam Giancana, described as ‘a |
prominent Chicago underworld figure,””
the report said.

“Hoover's memorandym also _ stated
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that a review of the telephone calls from

the president’s friend's residence reveal- |

ed calls to the White House. The presi-
dent’s secrefary (Evelyn Lincoln) ulti-
mately received a copy of the
memorandum and said she believed she
would have shown it to the president.”
Lincoln said Tuesday she received a
copy of the memo from O'Donnell, but
could not recall sending it to the i

dent and so testified before the ate |

committee. O'Donnell said he never sent

a copy of the memo'to Lincoln and does
not believe the president ever knew
-about it. J d
The committee reported that the as-
sociation of the president’s friend with
the *hoodlums" and “that’ person’s con-
'nections with the ‘president was again
brought to Hoover's attention in a memo-
Mention of the telephone calls between
Kennedy and his ' friend was made in a
footnote:’ LA -
. “White House telephone logs show 70
instances ‘of phone contact between the
randum “preparing him for a meefing
vlugstg ’Ehe president planned for March 22,

By that time, the FBI's files on Gian-
cana contained information disclosing
Giancana’s connection with ‘the CIA as
well as his involvement in the Castro
afas’aination plot, the committee report-

e "

Hoover and President Kennedy had a
private luncheon on March 22, but there
is no record of what took place there, the
committee said, According to White
House logs, the last tele e contact
hetween the White House and the woman
occurred a few hours after the Kennedy-
Hoover luncheon.

Although what actually transpired at
the luncheon may neyer be known since
bot:l'x principals are deadi the mmit:ge
said one topic presumably was e
president’s friend was also a friend of
Giancana and Roselli and that this
“raises several vossihilities. )

“The first is, assuming that Hoover did
in fact receive a summary of FBI infor-
mation relating to Giancana prior to his
luncheon with the president, whether that
summary reminded the director that
Giancana had been involved in a CIA
t‘:‘rreration against Cuba that included

irty business’ and further indicated that
Giancana had balked about an assassina-
tion attempt against Castro.. ' -
44 second 1S whether Hoover would
then have taken the luncheon as an
opportunity to fulfill his duty to bring
this information to the president’s atten-
tion,”

Still theorizing, the committee mention-
ed in a footnote that if Hoover had so
notified Kennedy, the president. “might
then have inquired further of the CIA.
The presidential calendar- indicates that
the president had meetings at which
most CIA officials who knew of the
assassination plot were present during
the period from Feb. 27 th!'ough April 2,

1972. All of those persons, however, have
testified that the president never asked
them about the assassination plot."”

Lincoln said that when the president’s
friend (Judith Campbell, now Exner)
telephoned the White House, *“I never put
any of her calls through to the presi-
dent.”” She said she testified fo that
before the Senate committee.

“She was a campaign volunteer and
she called many times, but I don’t think
there are records that the president ever
talked to her at the White House, al-
though 1 did put through calls from her
to him when he was in the Senate.

“I have no way of knowing what she
did or how she came to know him,”
Lincoln said. ““She was just one of many,
many workers in the campaign. He was
a very attractive man, you know, and

there were a lot of girls who waqted to-

work. for him." -

Lincoln said the woman “called so
many times she became a pest,” but that
she always accepted her calls and talked

' {0 her until receiving the FBI memoran-

dum following the Hoover luncheon with
President Kennedy on March 22
“I've never seen the girl, you know,”

'Llnculn said, “She would just call in and
'want to know how the campaign was

going.”

However, a committee source said the

relationship between Kenned,

“Jection of Judith Campbell, he added that
and the he thought Dave Po

s, another long-

woman was much closer than that and fime Kennedy aide had met the woman.

that there was ample evidence they had:

been in frequent contact. The source

indicated the committee thought Lin-

coln’s testimony was somewhat colored
by her close association with and deep
loyalty to President Kennedy, =

Some other former aides to Kennedy
questioned whether the woman's calls
were put through to the president’ and

said they could not recall” Hoover's

memorandum on her and the underworld

ir.

pa“L never would have given that memo
to the president of the United States,”
said O'Donnell, who was a special assist-
ant to Kennedy and

Office.

“The Russians were Stopping our col-
voys, there were problems in Cuba, in
Congo and all over the world,” O'Donnell
said. “I really thought the FBI director
and the att general could handle
organized crime.”

While 0'Donnell said he had no recol-~

president’s office. el

the man who control--
led the flow of persons into the Oval pre

" Powers, now curatdr at the Kennedy

library in Waltham, ;ﬁlass., ‘said 0'Don-

. nell was wrong.

Powers said, *] y Campbell 1
‘ever met wason a; label,” .
' Powers said that | Senate commit-
tee investigators t ‘White House
logs of telephone c; w stored at the
library, he saw no indication that the
calls ‘went beyond. Lincoln and into the

ohn Stewart,: chi a.archivist at the
library, studied some|af the logs Tues-
day and said, “We haveino way of telling
(from the logs) -whe the calls went
through directly or jndirectly to the

ent. . - TR ;s
“It's our impression that Judith Camp-
bell’s name only appeared on Evelyn
Lincoln’s logs,” and not on Kennedy's, he
said. He added, however, that this did
not take account of ady calls Lincoln
decided to pass through to Kennedy, an
act that would not have resulted in a log
3 | L

entTy.



* Exner Denies She Was .._._"_A.Omn:nm:n Courier

San Diego (AP)—The dark-haired
woman linked to President John' F.
Kennedy and Mafia figures stepped out
of the world of whispers today to say she

and Kennedy had a _.ag_. : ;‘.H.«...om a

‘.Eﬂm& um_..ﬂmm.: 150-. .UE A
Judith Campbell Exner: er.a life
public obscurity, told a paeked news
conference that K ‘ her
“many times” from z 1

But the artist, estimated fo be in her
late 30s, denied that Mafia leader Sam
Giancana, who was slain in an unsolved
shooting last June in Chicago, had used
her to transmit messages to the Kennedy
White House in connection with a Central

Intelligence Agency plot against Fidel
Castro

There has been public speculation that
Mrs. Exner — ﬂaw_.ﬁﬁ once married to

actor William omsmwvm: — may have
known of Mafia falks with the Central
Intelligence Ageney about plans to assas-
sinate the Cuban leader,

..Hgmmmuzuawma_wwuma E@ﬁmﬁ
um.ann of the underworld,” Mrs. Exner
said.

Mrs. Exner declined to disclose the ex-
tent of her friendship with Kennedy.

Dan Exner, her hushand, sat by her

side as she read the statement declaring,
“I can at this time emphatically state
that my relationship with' Jack Kennedy
did not involve conspiratorial shennami-
gans of any kind.” ! o

. “T originally met Jack Kennedy in ear}
February 1960 in Las Vegas,” she said,
"We were introduced by a mutual friend.
I was introduced to Sam Giancana by the
same friend at a party in Miami Beach
in late 1960."



