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Rowland Evans and Robert Novak

The CIA: Rejecting a Plea to Help Moro

Rigid clamps placed on secret US. in- than the cold print of the law. They week more in a situation where speed ' With great reluctance, Turner said
telligence operations by a fearful Con-  feared, probably rightly, that even if was imperative if Moro was to besaved. no to his Italian counterparts. Instead
gress forced the Central Intelligence CIA’s clandestine help to Italy in a mo-' The 1974 law, written by former sena- of gaining access to the CIA's expertise,
Agency to reject a top-priority request ment of extreme agony had been ruled tor Harold Hughes (D-Jowa) and Rep. the Jtalian government accepted overt
- for help from Italy in that nation's agony technically legal, the chance of dis- Leo Ryan (D-Calif), requires a full- assistance from a single State Depart-
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> 1 ' s ce tter of extreme urgency
ace of the Red Brigades, Christian Dem- EF&E&E.E&U@.SLS& The only exception is a “generic” to Italy go far beyond Italy alone. In the
ocratic leader Moro's kidnappers and it prohibits all undercover “operations presidential finding that permits clan- past, US. intelligence would have been
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Congress and targeted as enemy No. 1 members of the Senate Foreign Rela- “Sure,” one administration offieial of the intelligence game, per-
by some of its own former operatives, tions and House International Relations  told us, “we know that the Red Brig- mitting the US. agents to compils
the CIA was finally compelled to say no' committees, as well as the two intell- ades are armed with communist-bloc record that some day could be essential



