ureancracy 6! the

““American government;” « for': perhaps

' "-' ' Smith- wishes to keep- his’ friends who
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- By DAVID WISE.

" WHAT COULD Clark -Mac€regor, Her

v'bert Marcuse, Arthur' Schlesinger Jr.;

toil invisibly ® Across’ the ‘river ‘in
ley. Virginia, NcL matter-that “the

“ull” story of 0SS ‘cannot
" First, Central Intelhgence Agem:y & % ek e, wrilfi

By R Harris, Smuh » ,E',uf,"f "7;

wunless. and until CIA unlocks the war-
- time files of OSS; which it still has 5qulv-
reled away out there wifte]

For all of that, Smith, camblning the

style of a joumaHst with the scholarly

““gylia Child, Benjamin Welles; Pope Paul : iv -

V1, S. Dillon 'Ripley; Sterling: Hayden,

" “and David Brice possibly have In eoni~'s =i L. e
mon? Or, for that matter, John' Gardner, PRI

Frank Schoonmaker, the wing con
seur, SEC chairman = William Casey,
Douglass Cater, Henry Ringling North of
the circus family, Merian Cooper, direc-
tor of the film King Kong, John Oakes,
editor of The New. York Times edxtorial
.page, and Arthur Goldberg? - '
Answer: all formerly toiled for the Of.-
Aflce of Strategic Services, hetter known

" as the 0SS, the World War II cloak-and- - :
dagger agency that, for, better or worse, ' "

. became the forerunner- of tbdiy 5 Central
Intelllgence Agency.. . T 9 Gogs
To get right fo the point,“in;

I‘i L
"Harris Smith; who- served. briefly. ;& ai

“!yesearch analyst'for CIA and them fled
to become a political sclentist in'Califor-
_.“'nia, has written the " best ‘book"about’
" America’s first .modern secret’ seryi
Others have told of their own exploi,ts Jn
--General  William J. Donovan’scolorful,
w0 chaotic:spy ageney; Corey Ford-has pro- ,

vided an interesting portraitiof Donovan:

" “Himself, and Allen Dulles, in The Secret’ -
Surrender detailed the ‘of his sun-
*.céssful negotiations leading’ o the sur:
render of the German army-in Italy, But '
R. Harris Smith has put i all togetﬁer,
and added a great deal more, | -
No matter that’ he cal!s the’ cm. “tha

DAVID WISE, co-author of The Invisible
Government, 'is. completing a book on
-government deception, secrecy and- the
,Press, ; :

N

e approach of the

niany caf'r

'stopta.lkhi

The ‘¢ha u ih OSS'sd mm
Mmr n the ealing

,As ia well knqwn. an 'SS megjc saved

"Ho's 1ife In 1945, and as the wardrew -

- to.a close, 0SS officers mneu%e& to

aid.the Viet Minh against waning
" colonial power in Indochina. If was not

'to be, for Washington would not allow it; =

but af. least bneﬂYn tha Unlfat States

5 "great bankmg and mdustnal fannhea, mmgled wnh Com- * ,
* munists and crooks, labor leaders and professors.,.ina
hom]lahatsse that _lmght have b een’ w]npped up by Mrsn-.,

Chﬂd herae]f o

‘litxcal sclentist. has
“provided an“excellent overview of the
Jqole of 0SS during the twofront war

ainst Nazi Germany' and imperial Ja-
pan. He has woven together. the richest
..material from dozens of existing- mem-
oirs, books and articles abeut 0SS, all
carefully footnoted, but in sddition, he

has performed prodigious original reé-

search, “interviewing or corresponding
thh soma 150 forme: members of OSS.

e B

‘0SS colonel, was the. first American o=

.....

“was supporﬁng, ln V!etnam what Dean

Rusk liked fo eall “the other sides”. And :
Smith notes that Peter Déwey, a young

die in Vietnam, the date was Sep
26, 1945,
. “wild Bill™ Donovan’a 088, (:reated

‘with Franklin D. Roosevelt's “backing,

brought together what surely must have
been the most “diverse group of ' ‘spies
ever to ga,ther under one cloak for-a--
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common purpope. Upper c!aumWASP £
the adenoidal 'scions. of' America’s great
~banking and industrial families, mingled
»+'with; Communists and crookn,(labur lead-. -
-ers-and professors—there a-lot of
Lprofessém—“ﬂ:uhwmabulm tat-might; -
| Have] been- whipped. up by Mrs, Ch
_herselt. Hﬁh@ sy
-And it is the Hamesethi ni
Jlist namps—-tha“arm the. ltrength’;ﬂ!
. Smith’s work, €ven more than the .indi %
“vidual episodes of 0SS -derring-do or
- {ailure. With the aid of a"special system
of footnotes, Smith not only reveals doz-
enmof’naxge; but tells us where they
now. 4 ;
" Some of the 0SS 0 tm had “found.
ttg:ltr Ilt'e ] callin pera

N

-who became ‘directors - of -CIA, Thomas
Karamessines, =Larry Hm;ston. Traty. o
Barnes, Lyman . Kirkpntrick oy o Jnhlt*;i
Bross, Alfred Ulmer Jr.; and; Wlllihm
_Colby, all of wﬂom became station chiefs "

o top officials of the intelligence agency.. -
. Others with wonderful reversible names, ..
*Hike: DeWitt Poole, Preston Goodfellow,
angmmmey Shepardson. moved out into
the fotndations, . the
bahks. am:l COrpo teumﬂons, ‘where many of -
ed upon to carry water '
'ﬁ\g cy” when asked. Some of
tﬁ&r‘ﬁamea showed up on-the Woﬁ
" faundations an}o&m‘ 1?}2 ::tnguhs ol
- decades later, for ey, nrgotten
~ the old ties that bind. m‘cring .the names, }
the- hal.f-mbmrged between . th
"Intelligence community and ‘what Richr
-ard Rovere has called the American Esou..
tablishment, {s what miakes | Smith's ook = -
m falch;aﬁng and-valuable: s "o e
“In:@ finall chapter, Smith’ ac‘&urately 3
po!ntk’a‘ﬁt that | therrz were, and a::f, many
Tibérals in' the CIA; but' his effort to
portray the ngncy as the Virginia chap-. .
. ter-of the ADA is ot en;h:eiy eonvinning,
. particularly since- Smith himself argues
.:that over the years, “The. Agency’s covert -
power was consistently exercised. on be: .
=hatf of- poliﬁcdl repression and dictator-
ship.” And:Smith notes that.a ﬂynami‘é
wartime secret - service: may--lead; “in
pmeume “to! irreparab dtsastdr"
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