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-This col.ugn in the wWx Post four days after the 2001 terrorist
bombing of th: world's *allest buildings, the twin towers of the
NY Trade Mart, and of the Peitagon, by me:ns of hijacked commercial
airliners, reminds mce that I cannot remembel a single major crisia
of which the CIA warned the country in advance.

The coutry has more than eNougﬁ_ﬁigiﬂneutrfh bombs to wipe
the entire world outcjlt for yey.rs had been trying to get oth:rs
to give their's up and to make no more while the U.3. is insisting
it needs still more of thoss szme bombs that are not to be used
and with th: size of ths national debt, is actually manufacturing
new ones-when it has th.s mossive supply of théjyon hand.

A1l those bombs on hand, nmore on ths way, much more than all
the rest ¢f the world has, we are trying to ge. all mtherldestroyed,
we insist on the righs to make even nmore- and this can hajpen, with
peonle €killed in ths *thousunds, and there was not a thinl thi
country was in a oosition to do because the @4 (and the NSA) failed
to do what is expected of them - as usual.

My beliefsmy fear- is that this will be misused to bring about-
to make acceptable-‘urther repressive changes in nasional policy,
taking she country und its policies farthur from the Constitution
and from the intent of the founding fathers.

I was reminded of how great those changes are when I sat and
thought of +this most awful terrorism and what could have besn in
part responsibile Ffor it and that it could happen. In major part
it is the change in the media-all of it. The media whose importance
to tho nation and to the working of the system of governmnt was
intended by *thoce great thinkers and the creators of this nat on
and of *their irtent %to proté ct *he media so it could function
as intended. And then I was reminded that when I had bhe first
book on the Kenn=dy assassination and the wWarren Report, I could

not get it published. I had more than a hundred rsjections, without
a single adverse editorial comment. Whon j published it myself if
did not get a single review. And the press has chaqged bgt little
on this but the worst kind oI siop gelgpublisned so many the list
supposedly is in the hundreds. No first amendment nesded for that
but the intent pf .the founding fathers, for real freedom and for
the governm«nt to work as intended, the press must do as expacted
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Richard Cohen

Anatomy
Of a

Failure

It is the first obligation of the gov-
ernment of the United States to pro-,
tect the people of the United States.
It is fair to say that the government
failed in that obligation. Terrorists
struck in both New York and Wash-

ington, and while we must honor the .

dead and treat the wounded, we can- .
not forget that, in this respect at.
1east our government utterly failed

The United States spends about
$30 billion a year on intelligence, al-’
though the exact figure is secret. It-
has intelligence agencies galore. -
The best-known are the CIA and the
National Security Agency. Others
are maintained by the various armed .
services, not to mention the State,
Department, the FBI and the Secret
Service. Yet, somehow, a largely suc-
cessful terrorist operation was"
launched on America with a loss of’
life that was once inconceivable and
remains, even after the event, usn--
xmagmable

The air of Washington is tluck.‘
with oaths of bipartisanship and
how, Repubhcan and Democrat, we
are all in this together. And so we -

are. The intelligence failures that -

produced Tuesday’s horrific consg:’
quences were themselves bipartisait-
ly arrived at. It took the combined
efforts of Democratic and Repub-
lican presidents, plus key members
of Congress from both parties, to
give this nation an intelligence appa-
ratus that failed us so badly.

What’s missing, key members of
Congress told me, are the human as-
sets that might have brought some
warning about what was beirg’
plannéd. We are terribly high-tech—

satellites overhead and mtercepts’of
all kind. We can spot a car moving on ¢
the ground and read its license-

plates, but we cannot 10015 the dr%vx;_r,‘

in the eye and see where he's gong. .
For that we need another human b&

ing.

The argument I hear from some:
very informed people is that we have

reformed the CIA into near-useless<

aess. The reforms instituted by the’,
Carter administration in the wake of -

‘he Vietnam War may well have gone

voo far, The human elements—unsa»-
vory, repugnant and often just plaip |

criminal—were purged from theA
payroll. But just as cops need in-
formers, so do intelligence agencies.

These people are not the sort you’fd
bring home to meet the wife. e
The Reagan administration at-.

tempted to reconstitute that ele-

ment of the intelligence apparatys.,

The trouble was that CIA Director.
Bill Casey went, in the words of one
knowledgeable Capitol Hill source,
‘1,000 miles too far.” The Irdn-
:ontra scandal ended any effort to
‘ebuild human assets.

Something else needs to be sald,
nd President Bush ought to say it.
umerica was not, as he maintains,
targeted for attack because we’re
he brightest beacon for freedom,
nd opportunity in the world,” but,
ecause it has repeatedly inserted 1t-
alf into the Middle East.

Whether the cause is oil, Israel or
1e principle of resisting aggressors
our response to Iraq’s conquest of
uwait), we have taken the lives of.
Tuslims, and some of them will not-
srgive us. Our ally, Israel, controls-
erusalem’s Islamic holy places. We
@ave troops stationed in Saudi Ara-
ia, too close, apparently, to holy
vlecca. We have imposed an em-
»argo on Iraq, and so we are ac-

used—falsely, but so what?—of
allmg babies. And everywhere we

s0 in the region and even from out- -

iide it, we exude a noxious moderni-
y—the music, the clothing, the con-
empt for tradition and authonty
Ve are a dangerous people.

So this “war” t&eo Bush keeps
mentioning did not begin this week
and it will not end soon. It began
even before 241 American Marines_
were killed in Lebanon in 1983 and
it will not stop when Osama bin Lad-
en himself is stopped. This is a con-
tinuing war with a mind-set, a cul;-
ture. The short term will be very
long indeed. )

This war will cost us lives. Just as
we are going to have to get dirty
again with our human mtelhgence
operatives, so we are going to have*
to abandon our insistence that mil-
itary operations somehow be con-
ducted only from the air. At the mo-.
ment, more than 200 New York City -
firefighters are missing and pre-
sumed dead. They were mostly
members of an elite unit, and they,
knew when they volunteered for
that duty what the risks were. We
cannot ask firefighters to risk their
lives and somehow ensure that no
soldiers will lose theirs.

New York and Washington gneve
because we failed, and failed badly,
at the business of intelligence. Re-
publicans were at fault and Demo-
crats were at fault and so, in a way, .
were we all. Most of us believed that .
high-tech could do the work of peo-
ple and that war could be waged-
without the loss of life. On Tuesday,
in the rubble somewhere, was an un-
counted victim: our innocepce.




