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Lite 12, Fredsrick, Hd. 21701
1/25/18

¥r. Jerry Cohen
Hewsroom

lés Angoles Times
Times Hirror Square
Los Angules, Ca, 90053

Dear Jw;

4s socn as I received your note of the 10th I started o write Donald R, Jordan
in th- way you suggested, through your own reporter to preserve Jerdan's detachment.
1 wes in the second graf, trving to introduce myself to Jordan, when wuy lawyer phoned
about the most unusual of my many FOIA cases - one in which I sought, amons other
thinsgs, tomtnmdiamthythammtommooapuﬁtydrem
to ofiicial sources. As George “ardner of the Fost will I'm sure say, smong many, this
extends to those who agree with me about nothing. b

There was quite an intensive period of preparing for the emeggency hearing. Then
there wes the hearing. Lardner's story encapsulates what happened. I enclose a copy
for Jordan, as part of sn introduction.

.ifto.'tMnﬂugnhmtﬂduantthI'wdaeiﬁedthtuammothar
reassurance for Jordan I'd write him through you and Yohn Kendall so you will both
know what I write him about, that I am asidng no properly secret inforzation from
hip, and my purposes.

After my experiences with “arrison it became clear to ze¢ that there was no possibility
ﬂmnuparﬁehlmitwmgtboaodui‘howmmtnﬂnﬂedﬂththaufﬁ.od.nl
investigation of the JIK assassination, Until then I had strong disagreements but I
never amired them. Since then I have found the middle a lonely place. For seme years
Imnmﬁralyalmaiuwmnmdmthodl.ﬂwafwat'thuruponaihlonnnsm
things as I do and work and intend as I do.

Immmmtdwxmwmummmeusxmumm
trial you did not ses me there. The K.Y.Times reported my presence at the counsel table
of the prosecution but in fact I was never in the courtroom, When I learned the easence
dthﬁﬂb-:ﬂﬂdﬂﬂaggﬁtﬂt%!mfuﬁtnhewtufit.toldOmand“aIuﬂOllthsy
tonmlosee.ndbmtluysouh:llm.mdtrmtinwbenofthqnhmﬂ.dlm.Iretunmd
Mﬂatawadtm.lmgﬂwuwhocmemfimthiatoymisthamLAmportor
whohustmdintomhdthmomrthemmnndrmuaarriem.ktﬁam.

I am not and never have been a plracy theorist, as they =re called. I began as a
reporter and an investigative report, was a 3enate investigator and in World VWar IT an
intelligence analyst, and the manner of my work is what you would expect of this background.

¢ 1 have not been pursuing s whodunit. This is becauss I regard the assassination of a
nsidmtuthmtsuhrﬁwof&imninasoohtylﬂmm.Inthemrseofhrin&-
ing as much fact as I can to light I also examine the functioning of owr institutiocns. -
Each of these aspects of my work makes me very un with those agencies who have
soxething to hide, particularly the FBI and the Cli, leas the Secret Service.
Mmuwummﬁmnwm-ammmmtumerthnnm
i":rmthimledssofﬂdsem&ma“-hrorthaﬂomJudimCmittuinigﬁﬁ.

It was repeated by some of those who were int rviewed by agents after I interviewed theme
Thsymaradiuup:.mlmmdmnprintemmtcrumwmm.hfmhe
"defected” he filled me in, including with earbons of what he filed and other recordse



i
2

SEEE AT G

St Eegr

ot

ey LTRSS

o S S S R AT TR - S R IR

As I knos the judge stated and believe the Lardner story indicates I am largely
responsible ror the 1974 amendments to the Freedoz of Information Act. Since then i have
zade stronger efforts to obiain the various spook records on me. 1 have some from both
the FiI and the CIA an. they are incredible. Even with my experiences + naver expacted
to find what actually did hap en. Hoover, for example, told LAJ that wy wife and I held
an somual colebration of the Russian revolution end thua, effactively, prevented any
interest in the content of my [irst bock. A= of today I have roceived no single
cozplaint about it and its content remains totally unfoulied. The actuality 1: that
there was an annual religious event. The rabbi of the Jewish Welfare Hoard, as soon as the
high holidays of September were over, brought Washington arves service pe sonnel to our
farm on a picndcs Their kids could ses egge hetoh, play with kiss chicks and aucxlingns,
and Tondle tame Tarm anizals., =t was no more. And two months early, slmost, for
that revolution.

In 2 careless mouent somecne® i: the CIA let ms have a rocord acorons vhich it was
writien ihat the record hed been withheld from the CIA's general counscl. The purposd
sugcesded, Hs lied to ry lawyer and seld there were no records on me, In Tact there were
meny, of 'hich I ultiratoly obtained some. The present situation is that they profer for
ze to have tomhammmmnmmmrthanavddmtbyﬁmm
to me voluntarily.

ItMMcamIdauutthmdmthwmuwﬁmtmwalmm
publish facsindles of provicusly secret records that I have besn the object of apedial
attention, The FBI was so frustrated over its inability to provent my work or to find
arror in it that, from the records I have obtained, it actualiy connived with an agent
who has singe retired for hic to file a spurious libel suit againet me %o waste me., He
chickened, a2 they also ddd. Another agent spelled out how they would violate the law
for what ho regarded as sozcthing like the ultisate in patriotism, to "etop" me. He
“as lixowise specific in roflcoting his dedication to the Piret Amminent - 1t was
over my writing, shich they did not approve.

I have begun the depoeit of all my rocords in an archive in a University system
where it will be under the direction of a solid historian, a responsible man, While I
vouldhnwdenethisinmmntmﬂhdamodtoummlymsbnroulmm to
send records thers, whathdmatoltartearuerthauxhadexpnchduau:ﬁthho-
phlebitis in both legs and thighs in 1975, The damage was irreversible before I waa
hospitalized. and in the midile of last year an arterial ispadrmont or impadrmontsz was
disgnosaed. Thes: are not coaducive to lengevity. 1'll be 65 in a few months.

I am anxicus to obtain all these msecret spock defemations of me to be abls to rebut

them while I aa alive, a provision of the Privacy icf, and for thers to be an independent
evaluation by those who uas tic archive I am lezving,

The CIA did have improper interests in me. Those extendud to the domestic ares. I have
copias of some of the mondtorings of my work and public apoearances, ~ome of this was done
through independent contractors. I do not know =11 the places 2t was done. It was done
widely encugh for me to believe that when it was imown when L would be making an appearance
an arrangement was made for reports to be filed in Langley.(7dd be:suse I heve nover sald
the CIA oﬁ'u)id JFK and have often aanid there is no reasen to bellewvs it and that I do not
believe 1t.

Une of the places I did meke appearancee 13 San Diego. There was a well-inténded come
cittee there but 1t wa. nutty. ‘g efforts to rootrain it were not successful, 1 did make
ascvernl ool ege appe rances under iis a pices and I did receive extensive radio and IV
attention. I do cot lmow what if aythithe CIA or the FAI did about it.There wgsmlso
small gatherings, :
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It is always possible that far away frou Washington as 3sn Diego is the various
of 'icon thers used indvpeudent juigement and would luive nothing to do with such ine-
trusions info what poople say and belivve and, as Jordgn also put it, such a waste of
size and efforte. 1t is possible that if 1 was the recipient of improper official
ettanticn 1t was when he was not therw and he has 0o owledge of it.

However, ths (Ia's interest in thoss of ug who dimagreed with +the of ficial acoount
of the Jin assasaination was extensive. What is leoas known ia the axtont of 1is interest
in th “iny asssssination.

Wivh regard to both assamssinations ths Lepartment o Justics had told teo different
federal courts that * imow more about them than anyous in the F8i. I b-liewve that thig
tended S0 nake me o more altractive tarpet.

And going back to 1971 the CIA hae been stonewalling we on my FOLA snd PA requests
to such an extent that 4 have Iiled suit mgainst it for fruud - ivom asking large suss
of money ifrom me ana giving no 10 records in return. It does not seven this is
true. &Thﬂ case, in federal cistriet court in HM| ia C'A-'I?-igg’fu

So, I am hopeful that Jordan may be 4n a poeiticn %o help ze in my offort o obtain
the stiliwuithheld records and to stop this kind of intrusion into perfectly proper if
not as I believe ess:ntisl domeatic activity of Americans,

It has been my experience that where I can specify withheld records I either get
them or an exemption of the Act is claimed, This is a situation that can be decided
by the courts. In many zimf efforts { have yet to sink a <ry hole.

Ifdo believe that if 1 am successful ia thia it will help accompiish vhat Jorcen
secka, 1 have soue other famdliarity with that kind of waste of effort that could Le used
for necessary rurposes frou My own government experisnce of many years agoe +t is not
noie 1t also i3 not new in iutelligence agenciecse I encountered it in my first assignmont
in UeS.3. cveryone got lost in all that paper to the extent that everyone missed what
waa germone in it,.

If he can help and is willing to help and ii he waats confidentiality I can guarantee
this to Jordan.

Hy thenks also %o you and Kendall,

8y the way, I huvoe had no contact with your Washington bureau. Gthers use me to
evaluate such releases as the recent onas of the FBI, most often to determine whether
or not the waterial is new or unreported., Except for the i:aternal bickering almost nothing
reported in the recent stories is new, What was said o hove been withheld fros the Warren
“omrission had not been wiihheld, Seme of the rucords, particularly hoover's personal
notes, not uncomionly were phoney. Some were cover-tho-ass and self-serving falsshoods,

The situation is not easy for the most sonsciontlous and conpetent of reporters,
particularly those who hold streng boliofs. If your peopls want to mck me please tell them
I <o this all the tise and regard 4% a5 rart of =y responaibilities. My nhone is 301/
4T3=8186,

Sdncerely,

Harold Weisberg



