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" The Bush adminhtntion and the |
chau'man of the House Banking Com- ',

.. mittee yesterday appeared headed
i for a confrontation over access to |
" ‘classified .documents_about the gov-
**'ernment’s prewar courtship of Ira

.Attorney General William P. Barr g

. tlireatened fast week not to provide
“ any more classified records unless -
“‘the ‘chairman, Rep. Henry B. Gon-
* zalez (D-Tex.), promised to protect
“them from “unauthorized disclosure”

“and stop putting choice selectlons :
- point of the letter was to “make Foley

mto the Congressional Record.
“Gonzalez responded - yesterday
w:th ‘an_indignant speech on the -
+House floor, accusing the Justice
“* Department of trying to.obstruct a
legitimate congressional inquiry and
*attemptmg to cover up:the details
wart? failed  policy. it pursued to-
q'before Traq's mvaaon of
Kuwmt in August 1990.
"wallnotngemtopolit:calpres-
sures, and I will“fight to tell the
- whole Iraq and BNL stories,” Gon-
- zalez said, alluding to a scandal in-
“Fvolving’ the Atlanta branch of Italy’s
. Banco Nazionale ‘del Lavoro. Gon-
» zalez added that all of the docu-
n;ents and éxcerpts that he has put
“if’thé Record involve past policies,
00t ongoing operations, and he said -
*none of them compromiise, in any
-fashion - whatsoever, - the . natlonal

. 'lsecuntyoftheUmuedStatee. b

o appointment of an inde
ﬁs oounael to hveaﬁgatemthep:g

* barrassing
:few months, Barrwrotehlanday
.;z10 Yoice “serious concerns” about
tactice. Barr-said “the exec--
utxve branch will not provide any -

~* ‘iore” until “specific assurances are
- peceived from you” that access will

KEE

.~ be limited “to persons with appro-
i ~priate security clearances.”

- According to an administration
offical, Barr wrote to House Speak-

" Foley with any documents that may

_ official close to the House leadership
said “this is just show,” pointing out

: House Republicans are accustomed -

“"the Justice Department “has played -

" from other agencies. In one case, he
0079, 1990, Fede:';nla Reserve Board
o~ ... memo stating that indictments in
.‘the BNL scandal were expected in
Atlantathenextmonth.]uaticebe—

¥ tumed until a year later—the day
" after ' Président : Bush

’nﬂessixdayadterlmquug'

.’.l_‘{ the
past. amm‘mlmdmwmte;

“inet “officers, had “not disqualified
-themselves: i

_ billion in agricultural credits.
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er Thomas S Foley (D-Wash) at-
the same timeé offering to provide !

.be. required and. .expressing the
hope that the speaker “will protect -
national security interests.” = -

One administration official said the

‘pérsonally responsible.” But another
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that administration - officials and

to- shouting about unauthorized dis-"
closur&s. L .
‘ "Here-they’re aaymg, ‘We won't
g:ve you any.more unless you prom-
1se to be good.’ I think they must feel
boxed in and severely embarrassed
by :hat he’s been saying,” the oiﬁclal

- In his floor speech, Gonzalezsaxd 4

a major role” in obstructing access
to. key documents and in some in-
‘stances has taken:physical control
of doctiments the committee sought

said, Justice censored part of a Jan,

partment ".officials ..in - Washington |
subeequently stepped into the case,
the indictments were ‘not:re- .|

ordered: a
cease-fire in the Persian Gulf Wak.
Gonzalez also pointed out yester-
day that. Bush granted 11 senior
members of his' administration ex: -
emptions “froni " uonﬂict-of-mterest:.s

raisedtheqmﬁon‘ 3

House national security adviser
.Brent Scowcroft] and several Cab- |

from earlier policy de-
liberations about Iraq, such as the
1990 decision to extend another $1

Staff writer Ann Devroy mtnbutad

- fo this report.
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