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elt,butnotthelast chaptermthe
Iran-contra scandal, which surfaced

publicly in'November 1986 whenthe -
world learned that the Reagan ad- |

ministration,ini- violation of its own
expressedpohclesandofanactof
Congress, had sold arms to Iran in

geforthereleaseofAmer

n&e ges, diverting the profits
contra rebels fighting the San-~
dinista regime in Nicaragua. - -

Walsh, is attempting to detenhme
!(u the coverup extended in the

CIA.{George is the highest level ex- -

CIA efficial to be crimmnaity prose-

‘cuted,” since the mid-1970s. He -

stands accused of lying and obstruct-

iﬂ‘mgresmonalandgrandnn'ym-,

vestigations of the scandal,

TheltonymGeorgesindmnent

is that the record “shows. he 'was .

ts.of the Iran initiative,
iﬂd“dlmagmg the Irdniah ‘middle-
by then-National Secu-
e Oliver L +North
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dl. You bet. And you can debate '
. that ‘point, but from " his ‘Point of
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- [directorate_of - eperations].
wasnotabletoadmsttothe

ficult situations for many years, and
: ‘nowxssortofhunted down as a com-

" mon criminal, Thedamageltdoesnsv

incomprehensible to me.”

Much of the case against George'

- depends. on the testimony of Fiers,
who ran the CIA’s Central American
task force under George and alleges’

~that George. told-him to keep- their

_knowledge of the scandal from Con

. member, - said George | “was never
- -able to make the adjustment to the
- idea that somebody outside”—name- |
»ly Congress—‘had a right to know,:

* what in fact wasgoingonmtheDO

they have in fact changed.” « v -,
Thomas Polgar, a longtirne’ A’

official who retired ‘in 1981 -and

“worked for. the Senate Iran-contra |

~investigating committee’ staff, said,
: "Idonotagreethathemapohtml

, pawn. :
“1 think the. problem that some-’.

. bodyoughl;tospeaktolsmecnme

that ‘Bill Casey created in the' top ]
levels of the agency. Casey had the

% ndeathatyoucanbend -push, manip-

‘ulate and exploit the law for your
own purposes and that if you get
"caught, it’s sort of .an operatlonal
accident, sort of the cost of running
the enterpnse He created a wrong -
‘atmosphere in which these tlungs
could happen,” Polganant 2
- George, 61, a native of Buver

"Falls, Pa, attended Penn State,
. served in Korea with the Army, and

joined the CIA in 1955, In the
1960s; he sought a post in Africa, a
hot spot “where your reporting

.and Athens He became dlrector for
“operations in Africa, and in" 1978,

_-usited senior operations . officers,

_‘yemwnththeClA. .Inthe end I

would be noticed and your activities "
would bé noticed and you’d have a
chance to shine,” said Whlpple. ‘who
‘did the same.

He served in Mali, lndxa. Belrut

when a CIA promotions panel eval-

George was ranked No. 1 ot of
'more than 100, according to Polgar,
then dmm'xaifof the panel. -

« George becamé known as an ebul- :
lient leader, bright, loud, vntty emo-
tional. “You'd. exchange views.at the

‘ was quoted as. saymg in .
* biography of Casey by Joseph E.
. Persico; Their attxtude, 1Gates said,
iwas “don’t tell Congress anything
unless-you're.driven to the wall.” - -
Gates, now White House deputy -
national security adviser, was sand-
wiched between Casey and George
in the CIA. The Senate will confront
“his professed lack of knowledge of
-the .Iran-contra affair at. hearings
-beginning Sept. 16 on" Gates's fit-
- ness to be CIA. director.
" :iGeorge called the-indictmént “an-
other in a host of crises which we
“havehad to confront during 'my




