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The federal judge who presided

. oyer a case involving illicit bank

: to Iraq criticized Attorney

eral William P. Barr: yesterday

© for deciding not to seek an indepen-

t investigation of how the Bush
ajiministration handled the case,

" ment officials in the illicit loans.

. The case: ‘involved an estimated
$5 billion in unauthorized loans to *
Iraq by the Atlanta branch of the
Italian-ownéd Banca Nazionale del -

mrméno (BNL), of which. '$1.25 bil-:
* lion‘ were guaranteed by the Bush'
administration as part of a high-lev-

el effort to bolster U.S.-Iraqi. 8-»
tions, The case was concluded i

¢ ficials, But Barr, in denying the re-
. ‘quest, wrote to the committee that

“almost without exception . .. the

- facts’ cited by Judge Shoob to ex-
plain. his conclusion have been .

shown to be incorrect.” -
Barr  specifically -
Shoob’s account of the ._ﬁmozmno:m

leading to Drogoul’s plea bargain.
and denounced as “completely un- .

n_s:a:m& .

" to empanel a grand jury in the BNL

case, more than a year after m%_m
McKenzie, the chief prosecutor in
the case, had drafted an indictment
and faxed it to Washington.

- Democratic legislators have said
recently that the  delay was
prompted by Washington’s desire to
avoid disrupting U.S.-Iraqi relations
before Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait in

!Judge Marvin H. Shoob said
s letter to Congress on Mon-

August 1990. But the Justice De-
W_.Ma..oogm a request for an inde-

partment, in a lengthy report given
to Congress in support of Barr’s

June: when the U.S. Attorney’s of-
fice, | acting with advice' from the
Justice. Department, accepted a'.’

founded” Shoob’s allegation that the
Justice Department somehow tried
to silence Drogoul by dismissing

dent counsel contained several . v .

. guilty plea by BNL branch manager - most of the charges against him, “It ;. letter and released yesterday, said

MMW%M.E_ S__m W:wnao__u about M.uo . Christopher Drogoul to 60 of the " simply is not a crime for the depart- ! the delay was due partly to McKen-

Shoob said only a Eugagn:om._:om an 347 initial counts of 8893@ and ;" ment’s headquarters to assist inand ° zie’s workload and partly to uncer-

e ent o%:..%%_ooo Tl set the fraud- *~ review investigations and prosecu- tainties about the culpability of of-

ipd WM traight. Se =w8.§%§§ﬁ§ mo:n&.m tions being conducted by U.S, at- ficers at BNL's headquarters in
nxnm %m raigh law, o €ral judge to express such vigorous = torney’s offices,” Barr said. - Rome.

years practicing law, criticism of the government’s han-* = Shoob, a 69-year-old former busi- :  Shoob said he does not under-

lave never seen anything that has &5« of a case over which the judge ~ ness litigator appointed to the " stand “why the White House would

many unanswered questions,” Justice Depart- ' bench in 1979 by President Jimmy - call the assistant -U.S. attorney

b said in a telephone interview. ' ment officials say that if any others ~ Carter, said he is a Democrat, “But  [McKenzie] on at least two occa-

| Elaborating on concerns he first * are charged in the case, they may * I'm not active politically at all” and ' sions” to discuss the case in 1989.

in June, Shoob said he is per- . be brought before Shoob. . not motivated by politics in this - While some legislators have sug-

.~ gested that the calls may have
amounted to political interference,
the Justice Department report
states that the official involved was
“only seeking information” and not
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plexed by indications that officials in
Washington interfered with the
tion of the case and worked

case, he said.

He responded v.aﬂma&. that
Barr “is right that 1 don’t under-
stand the case.”

He said he did not, for example,
understand why the U.S, attorney’s

Democrats on the House Judicia-
ry -Committee, relying in part on ..
Shoob’s criticism of the plea bar-
ut a last-minute deal which, he - gain, petitioned Barr to appoint_
id, avoided a public statement by = someone who could independently
key defendant whose attorneys = examine 5om&w:=om.. and possi- -




Shoobwdhealsoqmtwmwhy
governmentdidnotmmore
tomveet:gate U.S. compa-
%mppﬁed ‘Hoods to Itaq
ftomBNL.whyeemin

comment.on these criticisms
night, and neither McKenzie

hér supervisor in, the U.S. at- -

thmey’sofﬁoeretumedphoneealls.

| Shoob’s principal:. concern, - he
dud remains. the pléa bargain of- ; .

feredtoDrogmlonMay29 which
Drogoulaceeptedseveralday; 1at-

mmund
M Shoob . said the agreement
notasfavonbletothegovem

as a proposal several days’ "

by Drogoul’s attorney, Shei-

1a: er.thatcalledforDrogoulto
plﬂlguxltytoall&ﬂ counts and
“gigke a full disclosure” to the court
ingepublic statement about the case

eghc:led to Jast five to six hours.
- cjnstlce Depa:tment oﬁi—

~would have entanled Drogoul’s “full 1l

~On several pomts, Shoob’s ac- |}
e countof the ‘negotiations leadinz up, ‘

.- and Tyler, who works at the federal

Shioob eaid itis gla understanding

.that the arrangement put forward
by Drogoul’s attomey—and not ac-
“cepted by 'the "government——also |

public defender‘s office in. Atlanta,
dld fot return’a phone ¢all.
Shoob: said that McKenne s dep-'
uty, Randy Chartash offeﬁ“?hro-
en
McKenzke‘”ﬁs out of ‘town, In a-
‘June letter to the 'House Judiciary
Committee’ ttached_ _Idditioml

" that “it is hlghly unusual for an as-
sistant to give away a plea bargain”
. and. said McKenzie told - him m..i
chambers that she was nof aware of
“ Chartash’s proposal until three days.
later, “after the bargain was made.”
Justice. Department - officials -in |
Washington said last night the deal
offered by Chartash was identical to -
one that McKenzxe had proposed on
MaylG . l

-




