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Bell Says He’s Decided
On Helms Case Action

5 TUnited Press Internationa]

‘Attorney General Griffin B. Bell
said yesterday he has made a decision
on whether to prosecute former Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency Director
Richard Helms but will keep it secret
while seeking President Carter's ap-
pmval

Bell said he had discussed the case
wﬂ.h Carter “only in a general way”
a:_;_d wanted to give the President
mere details, including pessible secu-
rity risks that could arise in a prose-
cution.

“The Justice Department has been -

looking into allegations that Helms
ligd in testimony before a congres-

\sional panel investigating the CIA,

and it also checked whether the CIA
under Helms' direction tried to sub-
vert the Marxist regime of Chilean
Ptesident Salvador Allende.

“Helms maintaiped that the CIA had
no direct part in Allende’s overthrow,
but the Senate Intelligence ‘Commit-
teg concluded the agency was in-
volved in undermining the Allende
ggvernment.

Bell conceded he has been under
heavy pressure to drop the Helms in-
vestigation but “in the job that I have,

you expect to be under some _pres-
sure.”

He sald a decision'm the case was
likely to be made public “perhaps
within two weeks,” and that he plan--
ned to discuss the matter with’ a
grand jury.

Bell discussed the issue w1th report-
ers at the White House, Asked if he
had_decided whether to prosecute
Helms, he said, *Well, I have, I think,

. reached a decision.”

Elaborating on the need to dlscuss

‘the case-with Carter, he said, “I don’t

have any reason to doubt that he
wouldn't concur, but I haven't got it
finalized to the point that I would
want him to sign off on it

Bell said concern over exposing na-
tional security secrets has delayed a
decision.

“Any time you prosecute someone
who has been engaged in foreign in-
telligence,” you run some-  risk,” he
said. But he said he had enough infor-
mation to decide whether indictment
of Helms would raise a danger of sig-
nificant national securﬂ:y matters be-
ing breached.

Last month, CIA Dlractor Stans-

field Turner told a news conference

the government might not prosecute
Helms because it feared sensitive se-
curity matters would become public.
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