A4 Wennesoay, AucusT 12, 1992

~J

THE WASnmcmN

J udge Orders CIA Dir

By George Lardner Jr.

) and Walter Pincus
B Washington Post Staff Writers

© A federal judge yesterday re-
jected an attempt by CIA Director
Robert M. Gates to avoid testifying
at the trial of an old colleague, for-
mer CIA spy chief Clair E, George.
. Saying Gates “is up to his eye-
balls in his knowledge” of the Iran-
contra affair, U.S. District Judge
Royce C. Lamberth expressed an-

noyance at the last-minute attempt.

Monday night to quash a subpoena

directing Gates to appear as a de-'

fense witness,

' “There were only two people
above George, and one is dead,”
Lamberth said in response to a
claim by Gates that his testimony
was not needed. “What Mr. Gates
knew can be very critical to this
defense.”

"+The two people Lamberth was
tﬁlldng about were the late CIA di-
metor William J. Casey and Gates,
who was deputy director and No. 2
official at the agency in 1986 before

e Iran-contra scandal broke.
George was deputy director for op-
erations, in charge of the agency’s
clandestine service,

- Gates, now expected to appear
garly next week, could face rough
questioning by both sides in the tri-
al.

- Defense lawyers announced yes-
terday that they consider him “a
hostile witness” because of his re-
luctance to appear. According to
court papers, they have dropped an
garlier request that he testify
“,about Mr. George’s good charac-
ter.” George was a chief rival of
Gates when Gates was promoted to
the No. 2 job at the agency and,
accordmg to CIA insiders, there is
no love lost between the two men.

+* Iran-contra prosecutors, on other
pand have always regarded Gates
as “a subject” of their investigation
and said in previous court filings
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Case

ries. George’s main line of defense
has been that he was too busy with
other CIA operations to have been
aware of the Iran-contra details he
is accused of lying about.

Gates has similarly professed in-
attention to the Iran-contra oper-
ations, which involved secret sales
of arms to Iran and covert resupply
of the contra rebels in Nicaragua, .

Offering one  example of why
Gates' testimony is needed, Coffee
said that the CIA director in his
Senate confirmation_testimony last
fall acknowledged meeting with for-
mer CIA Central American task
force chief Alan D. Fiers nine times
in the spring and summer of 1986
to discuss the situation in Nicara-
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