| feet, for the panel notes

.last decade or 80, but not

“It's a hell of a way to learn things,” President
Kennedy sald immediately after the Bay of Pigs,
“but I have learned one thing from this business. -
that is that we will have to deal with the CIA."

Kennedy may have learned this but there is
nothing in the report on the CIA that Lyndon

Jolmson has just uncritically accepted from his ]

own three-man investigation panel that suggests
the President has learned the same lesson. :

When the Chief
Secretary of State Katzenbach, HEW Secretary
Jobn Gardner and CIA Director Richard Helms
to review CIA activities in the light of jts million
dollar secret subsidies to U, S. students and others,
he limited the scope of the Inquiry. The panel
seems to have lmited it even further,

Now, of course, with the CIA out of the headlines
the whole matter will be laid quietly to rest with
the inmocuous findings of the Johnson panel,
The panel recommends that the secret sub-
sidles should be terminatsd (as they would have
been anyway) and vaguely suggests that ‘perhaps
openly to finance some of (he

everything the
should netlerrbe allowed to -happen again.
¥ B

Apparently the Rgency itself was getting cold
“that starting well before
the appearance of recent publeity, the CIA had
initiated and pursued efforts to disengage from
certain of these activities.”

Leaving ethics and the good name of the 17, S,
© aside, what did we ever
. The panel s silent. Can

get for all these millions?
that sending a handful of

Scores of new nations have emerged in the
one has gone Com-
munist. There are 125 countries in the UN but in

the same period of time none has heen taken
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over by sutside Communist aggression, subversion
Or even persuasion. The notion that a small
platoon of 1J, S. students has been a serious factor
in all this is hardly worthy of discussion,

In canvassing other means of promoting stu-
dent appearances abroad, the pancl B8ays:

“It is of the greatest Importance to our future
and the future of free institutions everywhere

need than through
the activity of private American organizations.”

The panel should think again. The best way
for “other nations to know and understand” our
country is not through what the CIA or the USIA
or the Voice of Ameriea say, but through what
the American gavernment and American people
do, The rest of the world is Impressed not by what

- “We preach but what we practice. And of course

that's the way we ourselves judge cthers.
T LI * -
The panel alsn had no comment on the reason
most often advaneced to excuse the CIA for its
secrecy in spending so much on these activities, '
Many of the ClA’s best friends argued that It
had to act coverily because back in the 1950s,
when the subsidies , Congress would never
have approved such expenditures of public funds,
at may well be, and it may also be taat
Congress was wrong, but who is the CIA 1o take
the law and public monies into it own "hands -
and secretly” elrcumvent the will of Congress-
which, afier all, is presumed to represent the
American people, : Cat 5
If it ean ignore or. thwart the Congress in one
instance, it can in others, especially if, as in the
bresont case the CIA can escape without even a
frown from the President or his panel, -
As malters stand, there is small chance of
strietar CIA supervision until another melodrama
Indignation, for the Presi.




