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ART BUCHWALD REPORTS

WASHINGTON — More and
more facts keep popping up
about the CIA since it was re-
vealed that it had financed the
National Student Association.
The big story that will break
soon is how the CIA wormed
its way into the White House
and with its enormous funds
took over the executive
branch of government.

It happened several years
ago when a high representa-
tive of the CIA paid a call on
the President.

He said, “Mr. President, we
understand you've got a seri-
ous deficif, and we'd like to
help you out.”
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“THAT'S VERY kind of
you,” the President said. “But
we have to keep the execu-
tive branch clear of any out-
side influence, If the Ameri-
can public found out the ad-
ministration was receiving
funds from the CIA it would
compromise our position, and,
also, our crediblity would be
questioned.”

“No one would have to know
the CIA had anything to do
with the White House,” the
man said. “We could slip you
the money through Congress.
As far as the American peo-
ple are concerned, they would
think the funds were coming
from the House appropriations
committee. There would be no

possible way of their tracing
your budget to us.”

“But what would the ad-
ministration have to do in ex-
change for being supported by
the CIA?” the President
asked. - )

“Well, you and your people
get around a lot. You person-
ally get to speak to heads of
state, Dean Rusk is in touch
with foreign diplomats, Bao b
McNamara has a chance to
meet with military experts
from other countries. All we
ask you to do is keep your
eyes and ears open.”

“That doesn’t sound too
hard,” the President said.
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“IT ISN'T. Let's say you
have a state dinner, and a
foreign minister tells you
something. To you it might
sound unimportant and triv-
ial, but to us.it might make a
lot of sense. What we'd 'also
like you to do every time you
or Rusk or MeNamara meet
with somebody is to write us
a report on it.”

“'But how would we get the

_reports to you?”

“We'll arrange a drop for
you. There’s a hollow cherry
tree right next to the Wash-
ington Monument. Any time
you think you have anything
important, just drop it in the
hollow and turn the branch on
the tree so that it is pointing
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up. Our people will pick it up
in a few hours.”

“And just for doing that
you're going to give me all |
the money I want for the
Great Society?” the President
asked in amazement. |

“Well, we'd like to get some
of our people into your admin-
istration without anybody
knowing about it. Let's say
you've got an opening in the
cabinet. You could fill it with
one of our men.”

“I haven't appointed an at-
torney general yet,” the Pres- |
ident said.
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“FINE. We'll let you know
in a few dagls who we want
you ta put the- joh. Now,
we'd also like to get someone
on the Supreme Court. You
never can tell what they’re up
to. As soon as you have a
resignation, send it fo us in
code on this little transmitter
which Jooks like a fountain
pen and we'll tell you what to
do next.” All we're asking you
to do is let us use the execu-
tive branch of government to '
fight communism.”

"“Well, as long as you put it
that way,” the President said.
“But I'd like to ask you one
question. How come you can
get all the money you want
to, and I can't?"” i

“It's simple, Mr. President,
We don’t have to account for

ours.”
(© 1967, The Washinglon Post Co.)




