CIA Infiltrated
17 Area Groups,
Gave Out LSD
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By Thomeas O'Toole -
Washington Post Staff Writer

. A civilian emplayee of the Department

- of the Army unwittingly took LSD as part

~of a Central Intelligence Agency test,
then jumped 10 floors te his death less
that™a week later, according to the
T commission report released

as given the drug'whi]e'
ieeting with CIA personnel

itizens who were unaware they were
belng overheard. - :
“This individual wag not made aware he
had been given LSD until about 20 min-.
utes after it had been administered,” the
commission said. “He developed serious
side effects and was sent to New York
with a CIA escort for psychiatric treat-
ment. Several days later, he jumped from
a tenth-floor window of his room and
died as a result.” T,
.. The CIA’s general counsel ruled that
the death resulted from “circumstances
arising out of an experiment undertaken
in the course of his official duties for
the United States government.” His fam.
ily, thus, was eligible for death benefits.

And two CIA employees were "trepr_i- ~

s

manded” by the director. :

The Rockefeller commission report on
domestic CIA activities said it did not
¥now how many Americans were given
“behaviorinfluencing” drugs by the CIA,
declaring that “all persons direetly in-
volved n the early phases of the program
were either out of the country and not
available for interview or were deceased.”

The practice of giving drugs to unsus-
pecting people lasted from 1953 to 1963,
when. it _discovered by the CIA's
Ainspector general and stopped, the com-
mission said. A il X

Drugs also were tested on*volunteers
‘and were part of a “much Jarger” program
to study ways of controlling human be-
havior. Other studjes “explored the ef-
fects of radiation, electric shack, phychol-
ogy, psychiatry, soclology and harassment
substances.” .- : fe= RS
' The commission report said that all
the drug program “records were ordered
destroyed in 1973, including a total of
152 separate files.” . .

The commission did not say who of-
dered the files destroyed or why such
an order was given. A commission spokes-
man said that all documented evidence
for the drug tests was turned over to .
the White House, where it will remain
indefinitely,
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‘.Agroups 'in the Wa

closely.

. -
District the Focus
By Bill Richards j
Washington Post Staff Writer =
Agents working for the CIA were in-

structed to infiltrate and moniter at least
17 :Washington _area activist | Eroups—
ranging ‘from the Black Panthers to the

‘ Washington Ethical Society—during 1967

and 1963, 'according to) the Rockefeller

Commission report released yesterday. |

Washingion became the focus of nation-
wide CIA, surveillance of antiwar and
black political groups during those years,
when protest demonstrations and disrup-
tions were growlng in size and intensity,
the commission reported.

The domestic spylng started after re- - -

quesls from President Johnson for in-
formation on possible foreign links to
domestic dissident groups and because of
the CIA's own fear that political dissi-
dents might harm the agency's personnel
or property here. ¥

The Rockefeller commission concluded
that . the-surveillance  of dissidents was.
not covered by the CIA's legal mandate "
to conduct intelligence activities outside
the. United States and to protect itself,
and therefore was illegal. . ! 3 '

“The agency’s infiltration of dissident
on area,” .the
report said, “went far'beyond the steps
necessary to protect the agency's own

+ facilities, personnel and ‘operations, ‘and

therefore exceeded ‘the GIA's statu-
tol'y ﬂuﬂ'lﬂl'[w'." - it - T % A

——————

| The information gathered r.'_h_ere by - |

agents who were called “assets” in 'CIA
parlance was turned over to “Operation
. CHAOS,” the CIA's program of monitor-
ing dissident groups around the country,
In all, Operation CHAOS put the names
of 300,000 Americans on a computerized .
index and developed 7,200 separate “per-
sonality files on citizens of the United .
States,” according to the report, |

As many as a dozen agents working for
the CIA were involved at any one time in
the infiltration and surveillance of dissi-.
dent groups in the Washington area, ac-
cording to the Rockefeller Commission,

The agents were directed to report the

' names of speakers at the meetings they+

attended, the substance of the speeches '
and any threatening remarks made to-
ward U.S, government leaders.

| They also were told to make evaluations. |

‘of attitudes, trends and possible develop-

ments with the organizations. They were

allowed to make “modest” contributions

to meetings if necessary, but were under

orders to stay out of leadership activities,
according to the commission repart.

The number of organizations designated
for infiltration or monitoring by the
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DISSIDEN’_I‘S, From A1l
agents apparently grew from

four in April, 1967 — the-

Women's Strike for Peace,
the Washington Peace Cen-
ter, the Student Non-Violent
Coordinating Committee and
the Congress of Racial
Equality — to 17 by the end
of 1968, when the entire
program was turned over to
the Washington metropoli-
tan police department.
.CIA officlals™ told the
Rockefeller commission that
financing for the entire
survelllance effort never

was completely received

and - some organizations
never were monitered,

;The agents used to infil-
trate and monitor local
groups were all'volunteers,
CIA officlals testified, and
primarily were a collection
of unemployed housewives
and manual laborers who
were paid less than $100-a-
month for their efforts.
None of these agents were
mamed in the Rockefeller re-
pert. .

“Nor was there any indiea-
tion of which organizations
agtually were monitored, ex-
cept for the organizers of
the Mayday demonstratién,
wihich definitely were. ]

*A  spokesman for the

feller Commission
said yesterday that he could
not add any information to
what was contained in the
report. “I can't say any-
Hhing,” said Peter Clapper.
“It's a rather difficult posi-
nto be in. T guess I was
ed as a lightning rod.”

JAlthough the bulk of the

A's program of surveil-
lance here was relinquished
te the D.C. police at the end
of 1968, the commission said

the CIA's CHAOS operation '

continued to receive infor-
mation on dissident groups
from the police department’s
own infiltration program
and from the FBI until 1972.

In April, 1971, according
‘to the commissisn report,
the CIA recruited another
agent to infiltrate the May-
day antiwar protest organi--

zation here. The recruit-

ment, the commission said;
was in contradiction to an'
order issued earlier by then
director of the CIA Richard
Helms to avoid such domes-
tic surveillance.

‘The agent had instrue-

tions, according to the com-.

mission, to “get as close as
possible” to the Mayday
leaders, infiltrate any secret
groups working behind the
seenes in planning the dem-
“onstration and pass on any

1950,

Directqrs of CIA Since 1947

Since its formation in 1947, the Central Intelligence
Agency has been headed by:

® Rear Adm. Roscoe H. Hillenkoetter, 1947 to

* ® Gen. Walter Bedell Smith, 1950 to 1953,
® Allen W. Dulles, 1953 to 1961
® John A. McCone, 1961 to 1966.
® Richard M. Helms, 1966 to 1973.
® James R. Schlesinger, 1973 (two months),
® William' E. Colby, 1973 to present.

plans for -violence against

government bullding or for- .

eign embassies.

The agent met two or
three times weekly with a
member of the CIA's

.CHAOS operation here to
pass on information. Some
of these reports eventually
were given to the FBI by
. the chief of operation of
* CHAOS, the Rockefeller
Commission said. =y

The commission noted
that the Mayday infiltration
was
guidelines for the operation
of CHAOS, and that Helms
was not aware of it.

Rennie Davis, who was the
chief organizer of the May-
day antiwar protest, said
yesterday in a telephone
interview from Denver that
he and others of the demon-
stration’s organizers had
been infiltrated by govern-
ment agents. )

“We did identify quite a
few,” said- Davis, “maybe
20 to 25 agents that' I had

-some knowledge of from
1969 to 1971

Davis said his group ran
credit checks on suspected
agents that revealed which
ones had received income

. from government or police
' agencies. The group then
would have a picture of the

suspected agent published -

in underground newspapers,
' Although no agent ever
was definitely-linked to the

felt, by intuition, we were
dealing with CIA people.
Every once in a while you'd
run into an individual who
seemed more sophisticated,

like he was playing in a .

bigger ball park.”,

_“When they (suspected '
were - confronted,” +

.agents)
said Davis, “it was often &
+ very personal, traumatic ex-
perience. Sometimes they
would break down and ery.
There were human livés at
4 2l

. paranoid. Now we see

contrary  fo Helm's, _ineluding

CIA, Davis said “F often '

-Wasg .

stake and real human beings
involved.” e
. “You know when some-
body’s looking when the
phones make funny noises,

(when the mails are five

days late,” said Nanéy Ram-
sey, a former member of the
Women Strike for Peace..
“You begin to feel a little

thing we thought was true.”
During the two years that
the most intemsive surveil- *
lance efforts were under way
here the list of organizations, -
local groups;, was
expanded as reports were
received of incidents_ where
CIA were har.
assed or threatened on college
campuses around the coun-
iry and after the bombing of
8 CIA recruiting office in
Ann Arbor, Mich., in 1968,
There is no indication - in
the commission report that
the harassment or bombing
were in any way connected
with the surveillance of any
particular Washington area
Eroup. / ¢
In' September, 1967, the
National Mobilization Com-
mittee to End the War here |
was placed on. the list of
organizations' to be moni- |
tored. In mid-August of 1968
the following Washington
area organizations also were
added: y A
The. Southern Christian
Leadership Conference,
School of Afro-American
Thought, Washington Ethical
Society, American Humanist
Association, Black Panthers,
War Resisters’ League, Black |
United Front, Washington
Mobilization for Peace, Wash- |
ington Urban League, Black |
Muslims and Niggers, Inc.
Edward Erickson, who
s local religious leader
for''the Washington Ethical
Society when the CIA was
to have monitored his group
in 1968 said he had heard
a rumor at that/ time that
the CIA had an ‘undercover |
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agent watching the society’s

activities, “which included

counseling draft resisters.

“My response,” Erickson

said, “was that as long, as

he pays his dues and is a
good member, let him lis-

ten."

A forimer member of the
Black Panther Party who
spoke' as a party member |
here at the 1971 Mayday ral-
ly recalled yesterday that
the group always had oper-
ated on the assumption that
their organization had been
infiltrated by some govern-
ment agency.. |
' “We always figured it was
the CIA because of our re-
lationship with other strug-
gles around the world,” said
the former Panther, who ask-
ed not to be named, The
Panthers, he said, had been
constantly plagued by dis-
sension whose source was

SVeIY- . difficult to pinpoint. “Like

they said in that report,” he

'said, “their fuction was to

create chaos.”

Local black activist groups
came under increasing scru-
tiny by the CIA here in
1968, the year of the rioting’
following Martin Luther
King's assassination and a
period of frequent protests
over the relative lack of po-
litieal power for blacks in
Washington. v
- Contributing to this story
were Washington Post Staff
Writers Eugene L. Meyer,
Judy Luce Mann and Joseph
Novitski.
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