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" gaid this evening,that they had]

“C.ILA.s. . ‘Counter-intelligenset
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‘Officials Reportedly Asked
~ for Authority to .
Records on

~ By SEYMOUR ‘M, HERSH _
’ f to.The New Yopk Times ... -

] "WASHINGTON, ‘Jan. i

-of the Central Intelligeties|
,é; ’s . .- Counterintellige

f unsuccessfully sought
'ty last fall to. dés
féghY domestic files ori’n
10,000 American = titizens ‘8@
cause they feared .the: newly
liberalized Freedom of Informa-
tion - Act,  well-placed sources
said today. - . oot o]
" The sources “said ' that :the)
effort to gain official sanction;
for the destruction of the files|
was. a direct result.:of :Con-
gress’s amending th@acs 10'pe
mit judicial review
documents. -
- Well-placed, 8 efe!
quoted by The New: York-Ti
on Dec, 22 as reporting the ex: |
ﬁlt::cq of the illegal domesge

f dn riearly 10,000 Ameri anf
tizgns. Today, The Washing-
 Post.’and Jack Anderson,

the ¢olunihist, rebé?ted that the
Bames;of 9,000 Americans were
submitted in. 1970/to the C.LA.|
by a Justice Department unit|
in'an effort to coordinate over-
seas suryeillance, of these per-
sons, 4 legal activity.” o7l

Justice. Department “offictals

been informed the C.LA. had
made nd use’ of -the 1970 files
and had destroyed ‘them. Th#}
Times’s -sources -said that {he

Division had maintained its owr
file system on American citizens
separate from that of the Jus-
tice Department. .. .

. 'The sources said that-ghe
C.LA. request for permissior {9
destroy the **documents. -Wad
made . by a “Jow-eschelon gm-f
ployee who had direct controffi
over the domestic file system.i
The: reqiest, was .made " to ;ghei!

. Continued From Page 1, Col. 1
- said, which reviewed the mat-

er and determined that the
files had to be maintained.
“"The person who initiated the
request_did-not_do so_on his
pwn, one well-informed source
taid, but had been told to find

- ways to destroy the files.

No past or présent C.LA.
official could be found today
who would dsicuss the concern
within the agency -last {fall
sbout its domestic files on

ericans. o )

But a source close to James

.}, ‘Angleton, the former chief.of

sounterintelligerice “whose re.
titement became known on Dec.
23, saaid that the whole ques-
tion of files was examined late
‘ast year. This source said that
soncern about -the files arose
inside the counterintelligence
Division because of the amend-
ment to the Freedom of Infor-
mation Act. ST

“The legislation, ﬁfsi ap-|opened
authorized|

proved in - 1966,
persons to file'a complaint in
a Federal court to force a Gov-
srnment agency to produce

information that it was with-|9
holding, Specifically ‘exempted

from the provisions, however,

“'was any national security, infor-| diSturna
i B .. | printout,

mation.

_Last . Oct. 7; Congress ap-

proved changes that, among
other things, provided for judi-
cial review of classified nation

,securltyh htgormatiosmtg defi,:rh-
e e the pe o w,'m zens, The Post and Mr. Ander-

held. Both the Pentagon

the C.IA. opposed the legisla-
tion. The bill was vetoed Oct. 17}

by President Ford, but the House

and Senate overrode the veto a

nth later. . .
e New York Times, quoting

well-placed Government sources,

rted on Dec. 22 that th

C.LA. had maintained domestic
intelligence. files on nearly 10,-

000 American citizens. Thelthe similarity Between reports
sources were also quoted as|of 9,000 names turned over to
saying that the files showed the C.LA. by the Justice De-
thot Gomestic C.LA, agents had|partment in 1970 and nearly
8 . ,000 namés - allegedly . con-
beeri’ authorized to follow and ; 3 ;
. andligined -in the C1.A's domestic
photograph participants in anti-|intelligence files. <<= .
war and other demonstrations.| * The- Associated -Press later
At least one-member of Con-|quoted .Mr.. Devine,. now- the

frpss was placed under surveil- w;qr."geﬁenlf:o’f“tha Law|
ah gy

ce, the sources said. . - orcement Assistance Admin-
The sources also said that thelistration, as saying that he was
domestic C.LA. operation had|reasonably sure. that the Jus:
been so secret that senior offi-itice . Department’s . computer
cials in the Federal Bureau of|printout list was. the 'same' list

Investigation and .the Justiceireferred to in The New York
Departinent . had not, 1

e ity known|Times account. = .
al - I Justice Department. officials
On Jan. 1, well-placed sources| ., : i . i
were quoted as saying that Wil- confirmed this evening that Mr.
liam E, Colby, Director-of Cen-
tral’ Intelligence, had confirmed
in a report to President Fordy.
that domestic files were main-{ o o0 )
tained on more thar 9,000 Amer-|"_ o, 0" - official, - saying: - BiRt
ican " citizens, Mr. :Colby’s . re- tliere‘w”.-‘.‘m&ﬂng illegal’ T
inl;tlédthetn‘:m:’hémgxftellsl? cog; such transfers of information;
. reu‘k?m later. told The. Times, “Walve

(=%

agenc '*‘;‘l‘?:‘;:ﬁ‘.’ct“" salcinaloeen advised that the. CLA.

domestic activity. @ - 4
< tion apparently took place last
The Washington Post and the year, the official said.

columnist Jack Anderson Te-1" ri." official added
ported today that the names ofl, .4 sood reason to believe that!
8,000 Americans’ were subm‘i)t- he list supplied by the Justice
ted in 1970 to the CLA. bylp.pgrtment in- 1970 -was not
disturbance unit. A computeri.. ¢ained amid
said to include the |y the counterintelligence unit
names of “antiwar agitators”iof the C.IA.- He would not
tnd gt milante 18 Cuporse bt ed st e
y el . ight issue a
Counterintelligence Diyision in g;:r:nal'st’atemegfit“tlognomw;-‘
an effort to coordinate over-b Another source with first-
seas surveillance of the citi ,
s omestic files. said in ‘an inter-
son said. . . :¢ - - IDepartment files-and the Coun-
James Devine, then head of kerintelligence Division wanted
the civil disturbance unit, washk, get rid of them, all it would
quoted as saying, “I hate tofhave had to do was send them
see the C.LA. accused of de-ihack.
veloping a list that we devel-I¥ [na telephone interview this
oped our.s’elves. It would be-a|

10U ¥ ever put. the tape to use,.and|
mail as part of its illegallje’ ., egtroyed.” The destruc-|
that “he/’

the Justice Department’s civillipo"game list that -was. being!
great. secrecy|’

and’ knowledge:-of: the C.kA.'st

afternoon, Mr: Devine acknowl-|

, _ - {edged: that he had no'fafroel
Both . The..Post: article and|basis for. assuming. that:;
Mr. Andatiio! 's tolumn moted tiles . he sent to the CLA

rrt—
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sustcs Depaciient 1 1970, [Socuty w
The:hemu ces did say, how. smmy : "% “Barred

directop
now Ambassador 1@
about the -domestic spyt
ing allegations at a closed come
| mittes meet on Jan~ 22, - ¥
Ol was Mr. _‘:Helinl'.




