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" The, House Intelligence Committee ,

~has run into a partisan dispute over
. legisiation aimed at, strengthening
congressional. oversight of the CIA

* .and other intelligence agencies.

-.at a clesed-door meeting last week -
| -that they want to add riders that
.-would satisfy ,CIA demands for less -
Jpublic serutiny and would provide |,

+ Republican members, served notice

- eriminal penalties for sume unauthor-
. zed disclosures.

The move could derail any intelli- *
gence legisation until after the -elec- -

-tions, according to several sources.
At the same time, several Senate

““Republicans allied with GOP presi-

dential candidate Ronald Reagan are

' ‘preparing their own version of a com-

* ‘prehensive charter,’ for

{hé intelli-

gence community.

It would split the CIA in two, set-~

; ting up one agency to carry out espio-
, nage and covert operations abroad
* and the other to provide intelligence
. analysis.

The senators have already drafted a

. Separate charter to govern the FBI's
¢ criminal investigations that would im-
; pose scarcely any of the restrictions
i -proposed in an FBI charter bill en

! dorsed by the Carter administration
{ and by the FBI itself. The administra-
' tion bill is languishing in the Senate
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Judiciary Committee.

GOP Senators, Malcolm Wallop
and Alan Simpson, both of Wyoming,
said in telephone interviews that they
do not expect either of their charter
bills to pass this year:

They said {He proposals weren“t
conceived as a preview: of a Reagan
administration stance on“the" inteHi-
gence community or the FBIL But
other sources familiar with the draft-
ing said the bills clearly reflected the
thinking of key Reagan advisers, in-
cluding Sen. Paul Laxalt (R-New.), his
national “eampalign - chairman, ‘and
Richard Allen, one of his leading na.-

- ‘tional security advisers. ©

’
"

Republican platform dratters have
reviewed the bills, sources said.
A limxted
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Sen. Alan Simpson, Wyoming Republican: “Frustrated by what I was hearing.”

The GOP proposal is designed to “simply
shift the stage of argument from what the in-

telligence community shouldn’t do to what .

it should do.”

measure sailed through. the Senate
this:month by 89 to 1, largely on the

* strength of a bipartisan agreement in

that chamber to keep it’ free of any
controversial riders. -«

The ddemocratic mamnty of the
+ House Intelligence Committee then
. agreed in caucus on & somewﬁat
stronger oversight bill.-It would give

"1 the executive’ branch lesg ‘leeway to
mlelhgeuce-overmght

withhold information from Congress.

1t would also required disclosure to-the'y
House and Senate Intelligence Com-})
mittees of any allegedly improper ac-i4
tivities that come to high-level atten- ¥
tion within the execuive: braneh. The i
Senate bill would require the _disclo- '
sure only of confirmed viplations of .
law or of intelligence agency rules. {
House committee, Chairman Edward ¢
Boland (D-Mass.) “had™been’ planning!
to introduce the Democra.tm pmposal

¥



Derail CIA Oversight Bills

last week, but GOP members voiced

their ohjections at an closed session’

Wednesday afternoon.

According to several sources, the
Republicans said they want to expand
the bill to include criminal penalties
for - unauthorizde disclosure of the
names of CIA operatives abroad and
of FBI counter intelligence agents in
this country.

Some GOP members also want to
exempt the intelligence agencies from
most of the provisions of the Freedom
of Information Act.

Anxious to report out a bill with bi-
partisan backing, Boland ordered
staff-level meetings to seek a compro-
mise, “The resolve the Democrats had

for the Boland bill  vanished,”
source said.

The Democrats offered to dilute the
oversight provisions with language
emphasizing the need of the executive
branch to protect “classified informa-
tion and information relating to intel-
ligence sources and methods” from

unauthorized disclosure. Those provi-

sions were already in the Senate bill.

The House Republicans were also
promised markup sessions on separate
legislation making it a crime to dis-
close names of agents. The Senate In-
telligence Committee will start  its
own hearings 'I‘uasday on the same is-
sue.

So far, however. the GOP contin-
gent on the House commiftee has re-
fused the offer, feeling that the over-
sight bill is the only- lntalligence legis-
lation with a ch'ancq of enactment this
year. -

The Democrata, in turn, are afraid
that the addition of any riders by the
committee will simply open the flood-
gatse to a rush of other amendm.-.nts
on the floor.

“We cann’t put the nnmes-a{ agants
on ‘there and get a bill thiough this
year,” maintained Rep. Les Aspin (D-
Wis,). “Other people will want to ‘add
on protections for the rights of Ameri-
cans and things like that."" "

The House committee is sehedu.led
to resume’ the debate Tu%da!t a!ter-
noon.

In the Senm maanwh.ile, the GOP
senators have been’ cl!cultbing copies
of thau' separate lntell.ISence and FBL

g
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charters seeking cosponsors. Sources
familiar with.the drafting said the two
proposals were designed as ‘“state-
ments of principle” growing cut of a
Republican National Committee pol-
icy statement last August.
Simpson said he became cOncerned

‘about the limitations in the FBI char.,,
ter when he attended hearings on the :
‘proposal. “We have to address the

concerns of the civil libertarians and
all that, but I was frustrated by what

I wasg hearing,” he said.

The GOP's FBI charter junks the
administration's proposed Tequire-
ment that the bureau have a reasona-
ble suspicion 'of criminal aetivity be-
fore starting an investigation, “We
don’t want the FBI to'be restricted
more than other law enforcement
agencies,” said an aide who worked on
the draft. “You have to have some
faith the FBI won't violate rights ag it
sometimes did in the old days.”

Jerry Berman,
American Civil Liberties Union

- not surprisingly disagree. He called

the Republican propesal an effort to
“return to the Hoover era.”

He criticized the broad definitions

~of allowable FBI activity and said the
_proposal appears to give the bureau

lobbyist for the

free rein to spy on peaceful demon-
strations.

Another clause would aillow an in-
coming president to-remove the FBI

" director without cause during the

chief executive's first six months in
office. Berman said this could be
viewed as an attempt to clear the way
for Reagan to dump FBI Director Wil-
liam H. Webster—a Republican ap-
pointed by President Carter in 1978 io
a single 10-year term.

John Hotis, an FBI attorney who
worked on the administration bill,
said the bureau hadn’t contributed to
the GOP propesal. He added, though,
that its introduction might ravive flag.
ding interest in getting some kind of
FBI charter this vear.

Wallop said the GOP intelligence

charter proposal is designed to “sim-

ply shift the-stage of argument from
what the intelligence community

‘shouldn’t do to what it should do.”

One of the Republican proposals
would establish a U.S. Counterintelli
gence Office in the Justice Depart-
ment that would be allowed “under

- strictly limited ecircumstances to ask

any entity of the intelligence commu-
nity to initiate an investigation of a
U.S. person.”
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